The state of Missouri has recently expanded the funding available to support school safety improvements in local education agencies (LEAs) and nonpublic schools across the state. This $50 million grant fund will be distributed through the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s (DESE’s) competitive School Safety Reimbursement Grant Program. The grant program supports school safety programs, such as physical security upgrades and associated technology (e.g., door locks, monitoring systems), bleeding control kits, epinephrine auto-injectors, and automatic external defibrillators.
 
The grant applications are now open, with separate applications for LEAs and nonpublic schools. Completed applications are due on September 8, 2023. Award notifications will be made on or about September 29, 2023. The School Safety Grant program guidance document provides detailed information about the purpose of the grant program, potential award amounts, allowable uses of funds, application processes, reimbursement documentation, and post-award information. Additional information and links to the applications are available on DESE’s website.
 
For questions about the School Safety Reimbursement Grant Program or the application, contact John Ruddy, Area Supervisor, Office of Quality Schools, at John.Ruddy@dese.mo.gov or 816-315-3447. 
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