Dear Heavenly Father,
With hearts filled with joy, we gather before you today to begin this new school year, guided by the theme of 'Joyfully Catholic.' We thank you for the privilege of serving in the Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph, where we can openly share our faith and values with the students entrusted to our care.
Lord, we embrace this theme as a reminder of the abundant joy that comes from living in communion with you. As we journey through the year, may our actions and words be infused with the joy of your love and grace, so that our students may experience the beauty and warmth of a faith-filled community.
Grant us the wisdom to impart not only knowledge but also the joy of knowing you intimately. Help us be witnesses to your love, compassion, and forgiveness, as we strive to instill these virtues in the hearts of our students.
We ask for your blessings upon our school communities, from the teachers and staff to the students and parents. May we all find joy in learning, joy in teaching, and joy in coming together as one Catholic family.
In times of challenges, let us find comfort in knowing that your joy is our strength. May we embrace each obstacle with faith and optimism, trusting that you will guide us through any storm.
As we embark on this journey, we offer our intentions and plans to you. May everything we do be centered on the joy of being Catholic and committed to your divine will.
We thank you for the precious gift of faith and the opportunity to share it with the young minds in our care. May the joy of our faith be contagious, touching the lives of all those we encounter throughout the year.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen
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