It is essential to recognize that Catholic schools are committed to fostering respectful learning environments for all students.  Catholic schools work diligently at preserving our religious identity while working conscientiously to create a welcoming community based on the Gospel values.  The current push for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives are not a match for our Catholic Schools.  

Why are DEI initiatives not aligned with our Catholic schools?
1. Catholic schools are a ministry of The Church.  Catholic schools were founded based on religious principals and teachings.  Embracing certain aspects of DEI, such as recognizing and affirming LGBTQ+ ideology/identities or advocating for abortion/birth control, conflict with beliefs and teachings of our Catholic faith.
2. Catholic schools must prioritize preserving and passing on the teachings of our Catholic faith and our Catholic culture rather than adopting external secular principles like DEI.
3. When DEI initiatives are adopted, we dilute the religious identity and mission of our schools.  The adoption of DEI principles appears to align our schools with a secular worldview rather than a Christian worldview.
4. Our Catholic schools are a place where a strong emphasis is placed on family values.  Certain aspects of DEI, such as promoting diverse family structures, are in contrast to the teachings of the Catholic Church and a Christian understanding of the human person as revealed by God. 
5. As Catholic schools, we have the autonomy to establish our own educational goals and policies based on our Catholic faith.  Many times, our policies do not align with mainstream DEI principles.
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