Priesthood Sunday - Resources for parishes and Catholic schools:
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► What is “Priesthood Sunday”?
Priesthood Sunday is a special day set aside to honor priesthood. It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the Church as a central one. Traditionally scheduled for the fourth Sunday of September, we encourage all parishes to choose any Sunday that works best with their liturgical schedule. This nationwide event is coordinated and sponsored by the USA Council of Serra International- Vocations Committee.
What happens on Priesthood Sunday?
The deacons and lay faithful can develop their own special way of marking the day and honoring their parish priests both at Mass and other parish events, such as social celebrations and school activities. Priesthood Sunday is designed to be an event led by the laity, but you may ask your parish priest to participate by talking about how he experienced and answered his own calling and about priests who have inspired him. Priesthood Sunday offers an opportunity for priests and their parishioners to build a stronger working relationship.
Together, they can dialogue to take an honest look at the challenges of the future and how they can collaborate to meet those challenges as a united force.

► Suggested parish recognition and appreciation on Priesthood Sunday:
The planning for celebrating Priesthood Sunday needs to begin by the middle of August each year.    
One event to consider is to have a reception to honor their pastor and other priests in residence at the parish.  At this activity present Appreciation Cards and Notes or Spiritual Bouquet from parish groups and individual members of the parish community are encouraged.   Also, do not forget your Bishop and Vocation director/s.   									                When this activity is presented to your pastor, he may be reluctant to give approval.  If so,  please share with him that this national appreciation event does give the parish community an opportunity to show their personal support, but the event was established in 2002 by Serra International to honor Priesthood in the Church, and to raise awareness that there is a great need for more men to discern God’s call to be open to entering the seminary formation to serve the Church
► How can I honor my priest[s]?
Please check with your Sunday Bulletin, website, or parish/mission office for Priesthood Sunday events or plans that might be specific to your community. Additionally, you might find the following list of ideas helpful in honoring your priest[s]:
•	Pray for your priest, and all priests serving in the Archdiocese and elsewhere
•	Pray for the vocation programs for the diocese – and for more people to be open to God’s call to the
             priesthood, the permanent and religious brothers and sisters
•	Personally thank your priest on Priesthood Sunday, or any day
•	Send a thank you note or letter to your priest
•	Invite children in PSR or school classes to write or draw notes of appreciation
•	Invite your priest for dinner with your family or friends
•	Send a card or letter to a priest who used to serve at your parish [your parish/mission office can assist 
             you with addresses]
•	Send a card or letter to a retired priest [Your parish office or Diocesan Chancery staff can assist you 
             with addresses].  Don’t forget your bishop and Diocesan Vocation Director.
                              -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                      
► Bulletin inserts for Priesthood Sunday:
	
Priesthood Sunday Bulletin Announcement                                                                                                                                                                   for the 4rd week of September: 
[image: ]        Next Sunday September 25, 2022                                                                                                 .             is Priesthood Sunday.OPTIONAL BULLETIN Announcement: Priesthood Sunday for the 3rd week of September: 
What is Priesthood Sunday?
Priesthood Sunday is a special day set aside                   to honor the priesthood in the United States.                                                                                                                                                                                            It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the role of                the priesthood in the life of the Church.  We                     are all encouraged to celebrate Priesthood                                                                                                                                                                                   Sunday on September 25.  This is a good                                                                                                             opportunity to show your appreciation and                                            support to our priest/s. Consider bringing a                                        Card or Note of appreciation next weekend.                                                              Place your Card or Note in the basket in the                                                                                                                                             Gathering Space before Mass. Before the                       closing of each Mass there will be a Blessing                                                                  Prayer for our pastor and the basket of     Cards/Notes will be presented.
 




     The fourth Sunday of September is a special day set                                                                                                                                          aside to honor priesthood in the United States.  It is a                                                day to reflect upon and affirm the role of the priest as                                                                                                                     central to the life of the Church. The lay faithful of all                                                              parishes develop their own special way of marking the                                                                                                                                        day and honoring their parish priest(s) at Mass the                                                          weekend Masses.  This event offers an opportunity for                                                                                                                                                                         priests and parishioners to build a stronger working                                                                                                                             relationship with our pastor, Fr. __________ and                                                                                                                               express to him our support and appreciation for his                                          service to the Church, and in particular our parish.                                                                     .    There are many ways to celebrate this event, some                                               ideas include: letting him know you enjoyed his homily,                                                                                                                         either in person or by giving him a card with a note of                                      appreciation. In a way this is another “Father’s Day,"                                                                                                                        our Spiritual Father. Parishioners are invited you to                   leave a card (basket in the gathering space of Church)                                                                                                                                     with words of gratitude and tribute for our priest.                                                                                                                              A special blessing will also be given to our priests at the                                                                                                                                        weekend Masses.
     This nationwide event is coordinated and sponsored								                  by the US Council of Serra International, an organization                                                                                                                                of lay men and women whose mission is to foster and									 affirm vocations to the ministerial priesthood and                                                                                                                                vowed religious life in the USA. More than 7000 									     Serrans nationwide, including the 4 Serra Clubs in 								                                our diocese, collaborate with Bishop Johnston,                                                                                                                                          parishes, and the Vocation Director to fulfill this                                                                                                                                          mission. Through this ministry members of Serra                                                                                                                                         work to further their common Catholic faith. Contact                                                                                                                    the Serra club District Governor: Wayne Snyder                                                                                                                               (wayne@waynesnyder.com) for more information.                    


Priesthood Sunday Bulletin Announcement                                                                                                                                                 for the Weekend 4th Weekend of September                                                                                                                                          Priesthood Sunday:
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[image: priest-hand-shot]We are celebrating Priesthood Sunday this                                                                                                                  weekend at all Masses. A special blessing will                                                                                                                  be given at end of each weekend Mass.  
     






Thank God for our Holy Priests!
	------------------------------
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Celebrate!

PRIESTHOOD SUNDA




