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In Indiana County, Secretary of Aging Jason Kavulich is joined by AAA, county and legislative leaders and staff, state and local law enforcement, and community advocates to announce another step in PDA’s continuing commitment to protect older adults: Five Area Agencies on Aging and coalitions among the AAA Network and their community partners will receive expert consulting support to develop Multidisciplinary Teams to improve coordination of services and outcomes for complex protective services cases.  







			The Department of Aging announced that five Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and/or coalitions within the AAA network will be among the first in Pennsylvania to receive individualized, tailored support from outside experts and the Department as they develop Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) to address complex protective services cases in their respective counties and regions.
MDTs are community-based groups that support the Department’s commitment to protecting older adults from abuse by bringing together professionals from various fields like social services, criminal and civil justice, mental health, medicine, finance, and public health to improve collaboration and outcomes for protective services cases. Under the leadership of Secretary Jason Kavulich, the Department has been working to bring this collaborative approach, supported by the U.S. Department of Justice and utilized by several other states including New York and California, to improve collaboration and outcomes for complex protective services cases in Pennsylvania.  
Five applications were selected through a competitive process to receive consulting from Weill Cornell Medicine. These include three individual counties – Bucks, Cumberland and Indiana – and two multi-county collaborations or “MDT Hubs,” one consisting of Lehigh, Lancaster, and Berks counties; and the second consisting of Clearfield, Jefferson, Potter, Cameron, Elk, and McKean counties.
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Lisa Rachmuth, Program Administrator, Center for Elder Abuse Solutions, Weill Cornell Medicine 
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Robert F. Manzi Jr., Indiana County District Attorney 







			Through this partnership, Weill Cornell Medicine will provide key technical support to help the selected AAAs establish, formalize, and enhance MDT structures. This effort works to improve cross-sector coordination, decision-making, and system effectiveness to better protect older adults. Weill Cornell Medicine will also support MDTs through evidence-based frameworks, advanced data analysis, and subject-matter consultation to ensure rigor, consistency, and measurable outcomes across all the participating AAAs and AAA hubs. The geographic diversity of the participating AAAs also enables the Department to test, refine, and scale the MDT model across rural, suburban, and regional settings. 
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Janine Maust, executive director of Indiana County Aging Services, Inc., speaks about how forming a Multidisciplinary Team with community partners will help protect older adults and support protective services workers in Indiana County.  







			“Our agency is excited for the opportunity to work with Weill Cornell Medicine. Over the past five years, we have seen a 55 percent increase in elder abuse cases in our county. These cases have become increasingly complex and now require deeper collaboration with a wide range of community partners,” said Indiana County Aging Services executive director Janine Maust. “We view this consultation as an essential step in supporting both the older adults we serve and the protective services workers responsible for reducing or eliminating risk. This initiative will equip us with the tools and structure needed to bring partner agencies together, strengthen communication, and engage in more effective case discussions.” 









		Press Conference and Photos 






			Protecting older Pennsylvanians from abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation is among the topics of an initiative called Aging Together in PA. Produced in partnership with public broadcasting stations WVIA (northeastern PA) and WITF (southcentral PA), the project is aimed at presenting programming and driving discussion about resources for Pennsylvania’s rapidly growing older population. Aging Together in PA is designed to educate and inform audiences about the challenges and opportunities impacting older Pennsylvanians.  









		Check Out Aging Together in PA Videos 






		






			Make Your Voice Heard! PDA Now Seeking Public Comment on Its PA Link Refresh Project 
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			As part of Aging Our Way, PA – the Commonwealth’s first-ever 10-year strategic plan to improve the infrastructure of aging services – PDA has completed an evaluation of the PA Link, which serves as Pennsylvania’s Aging and Disability Resource Center network to provide access to long-term services and supports. The PA Link facilitates collaboration among Pennsylvania’s AAAs, Centers for Independent Living, and other community-based organizations to ensure seamless service delivery across the Commonwealth.    
The evaluation included the creation of a strategic plan to improve and redesign the PA Link to better serve older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers. The entire project was informed by extensive stakeholder engagement, including consultation of an advisory committee. 
PDA is currently seeking public input on the PA Link refresh plan. The Department will also host a listening session on the plan on Tuesday, January 27 at 2 PM.









		PA Link - Refresh Plan Public Comment Form 






		






			PA Office of Long-Term Care Ombudsman Secures Support Following Closure of CARIE
After nearly 50 years of providing services and advocating for older adults in Montgomery and Philadelphia counties, the board of directors for the Center for Advocacy for the Rights and Interests of Elders (CARIE) announced its closure at the end of November 2025.  
To ensure uninterrupted support for older adults, the PA Office of Long-Term Care Ombudsman has secured local ombudsman providers for both counties. In Montgomery County, coverage has transitioned to the Area Agency on Aging. In Philadelphia, Center in the Park has been subcontracted to provide ombudsman services for the entire county. 
Contact information for both counties: 
Montgomery County Area Agency on Aging
1. Phone: 610-278-1320
1. Email: Ombudsman@montgomerycountypa.gov
Center in the Park – Philadelphia County
1. Phone: 215-844-1829
1. Email: info@centerinthepark.org
Learn about the PA Office of Long-Term Care Ombudsman by visiting the Department of Aging’s website.









		






			PDA Hosts Community Conversation on Critical Wins for Older Adults in New Budget
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			Secretary Kavulich hosted a community conversation at the Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza in Montgomery County to highlight how a $10 million investment included in Governor Josh Shapiro’s 2025-26 budget will help the Commonwealth’s 52 Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) deliver essential services like meals, older adult protective services and transportation to the Commonwealth’s diverse older adult population.
Governor Shapiro’s budget also invests another $3 million for Aging Our Way, PA – Pennsylvania’s 10-year strategic, multi-sector plan to meet the needs and preferences of older adults – to continue building community supports so we can all keep thriving as we age.   
"This budget increase would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of so many. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Secretary Kavulich, the Department of Aging, and Governor Shapiro in helping to ensure that the existing and growing needs of Pennsylvania’s older adult population were recognized and honored with these additional dollars,” said Jennifer Haeussler-Barnhart, Administrator, Montgomery County Area Agency on Aging. “AAAs will be better positioned to support the growing need for in-home supports such as home-delivered meals, personal care, and protective services. We will also be able to better support our network of community partners, such as our 13 funded Senior Community Centers across Montgomery County, including the Jaisohn Senior Center." 
Prior to the community conversation, a group of older adults known as the Jaisohn Senior Singers performed for attendees. You can watch the performance and a news conference, which were held before the conversation, here. 
Many thanks to George Choe and the amazing community at the Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza for the warm welcome and hospitality! 
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			[bookmark: Whats_New]Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Now Underway, PA MEDI Is Here to Help 
The annual Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period runs from January 1 to March 31. During this time, beneficiaries who have a Medicare Advantage plan can switch to a different plan or to original Medicare. Changes to their enrollment will take effect on the first of the month following the month in which they enroll. 
Pennsylvania Medicare Education and Decision Insight, or PA MEDI, Pennsylvania’s Medicare counseling program, is available through local Area Agencies on Aging to help seniors with their Medicare questions. Older adults can receive unbiased, no-cost Medicare assistance from trained PA MEDI counselors who can walk them through their options to assist in making informed health insurance decisions that optimize their cost-savings and access to health care and benefits.  
PA MEDI counselors do not sell Medicare insurance products, nor do they endorse any insurance company, product, or agent. Counselors will not recommend policies, companies, or insurance agents but will provide free, confidential, and unbiased personalized assistance. 
Older adults can contact their local Area Agency on Aging to schedule a personalized counseling session. For more information, call the toll-free PA MEDI Helpline at 1-800-783-7067 from 8 AM to 5 PM Monday through Friday. To find a PA MEDI event or presentation, visit the Department of Aging’s website. 









		






			Enrollment Is Still Open for Home Heating Assistance Programs    
Enrollment is now open for the 2025-2026 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). The program helps low-income older adults and families pay their heating bills through a cash grant sent directly to the utility company/fuel provider. Households in immediate danger of being without heat can also qualify for crisis grants. These grants do not have to be repaid.   
For more information about LIHEAP, including how to qualify and sign up, visit the Department of Human Services’ website. 









			









		






		[image: Get Some Good Feels]






			[bookmark: Good_Feels]Show PDA Your ‘Good Feels’ Moments 
Whether it’s volunteers giving of their time and talent, a PEER graduation, or a fun exercise program, PDA wants to see your ‘good feels’ moments. Send photos and some details to agingcomms@pa.gov, and you could see your moment in a future edition of Inside Aging and on PDA’s Facebook page.









		






			Monroe County Celebrates Big Anniversary, New Name for Senior Volunteer Program 
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			The AmeriCorps Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) in Monroe County recently commemorated its 35th anniversary of providing companionship and service to older adults. The program honored its volunteers for their hours of service and years of dedication. Senator Rosemary Brown presented a citation to Neal Gallagher, Volunteer Coordinator, in honor of the program and the volunteers.
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			With the loss of federal funding for the RSVP program and with support from the local Area Agency on Aging, the program began a new chapter under a new name – Monroe Senior Volunteer Program (MSVP). 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have been making a difference in the lives of older adults in Monroe County over the years. Here’s to many more years under the new name! 
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			[bookmark: Events]Join Dementia Friendly Pennsylvania for a Free Webinar – The Alignment of Age-Friendly and Dementia Friendly Initiatives  
Dementia Friendly Pennsylvania will present a free webinar at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, February 11 on put together Age-Friendly and Dementia Friendly initiatives.









		Register for the Webinar 
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		Register for the Virtual ADRD Symposium 
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			[bookmark: legislation]Looking Ahead 
2026 Session Schedule 
 
House  
1. January: 26, 27, 28  
1. February: 2, 3, 4  
1. March: 23, 24, 25  
1. April: 13, 14, 15, 27, 28, 29  
1. May: 4, 5, 6  
1. June: 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30  
1. September: 28, 29, 30  
1. October: 5, 6, 7, 19, 20, 21  
1. November: 9, 10 
Senate   
1. January: 26, 27, 28  
1. February: 2, 3, 4  
1. March: 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25  
1. April: 20, 21, 22  
1. May: 4, 5, 6  
1. June: 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30 
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			If you or someone you know would like to subscribe sign up to receive Inside Aging.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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