
Recap on Assessment Essentials Workshops 

NWCCU hosted two Assessment Essentials Workshops at University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
on January 14th and 15th, 2019, taught by Jillian Kinzie, Associate Director of the Center for 
Postsecondary Research at Indiana University.  The sold-out event advanced the region’s 
conversations about what constitutes model practice in assessment at the course, program, and 
institutional level.  Among the most important take-aways was revisiting the American 
Association for Higher Education’s Assessment Forum’s “Principles of Good Assessing 
Practice for  Student Learning,” which twenty years after publication remains a guide to the 
Commission and our institutions about what constitutes Essential Assessment.  Guidelines  
include: 

1. The assessment of student learning begins with educational values.
2. Assessment is most effective when it reflects an understanding of learning as
multidimensional, integrated, and revealed in performance over time.
3. Assessment works best when the programs it seeks to improve have clear, explicitly
stated purposes.
4. Assessment requires attention to outcomes but also and equally to the experiences that
lead to those outcomes.
5. Assessment works best when it is ongoing, not episodic.
6. Assessment fosters wider improvement when representatives from across the
educational community are involved.
7. Assessment makes a difference when it begins with issues of use and illuminates
questions that people really care about.
8. Assessment is most likely to lead to improvement when it is part of a larger set of
conditions that promote change.
9. Through assessment, educators meet responsibilities to students and to the public.

NWCCU intends to announce additional Assessment Essentials workshops in Fall 2019.  
Please plan on attending! 
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