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ALBANY AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Bo Dorough, Mayor
City of Albany
222 Pine Avenue
Albany, GA 31701

Christopher S. Cohilas, Chairman
Dougherty County Board of Commissioners
222 Pine Avenue
Albany, GA 31701

October 14, 2020

Mayor Dorough and Chairman Cohilas:

There are foundational elements communities must possess in order to be successful — among them, a 
healthy economic climate, strong elected and appointed leadership, an engaged business community, 
good public education and safety.  In Albany, we are fortunate to have a community that possesses many 
of these essential building blocks. The community, however, continues to be hampered by an instability 
that causes increased and urgent concern and that could significantly shift the community’s positive course.

Throughout the years, crime — violent and otherwise — has caused persistent concern as to the safety— 
real and perceived — of Albany.  Recent high-profile crimes have fanned the flames of concern.  Albany’s 
economic success depends, in part, on the safety of every member of the community.  This is true in light 
of the pandemic and its impact on the safety of our citizens.  And it is true of the impact of crime. 

Beyond safety, crime impacts citizen pride, population growth and access to talent. It impacts business 
investment and business success; “quality of life,” of which crime is a component, ranks as the fourth most 
important corporate site location factor (source, Area Development). It impacts tourism and travel.  It 
impacts internal and external perception.  It impacts the present and future prosperity of our community.

The Albany Area Chamber of Commerce, the region’s leading business advocate, represents the unified 
interests and concerns of Albany and Albany Area businesses of all sizes and sectors.  Collectively, the 
business community is increasingly and urgently concerned about crime in our community, its impact to 
public safety and its impact on the economy.  We recognize that crime is a complex  issue, made further so 
by issues such as poverty. We must invest in law enforcement. We must execute timely prosecution of 
lawbreakers. We must steer young people from ever engaging in unlawful activity. 

The business community believes in actionable solutions.  We believe in partnership and in collaboration. 
As such, we seek to engage with you in a transparent discussion around crime in Albany, and together 
work to address this issue. We recognize that,  as with many other complex issues, progress can be 
advanced through the commitment of stakeholders who share a common goal. 1
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Ultimately, we must create and sustain a community in which businesses want to invest and people want 
to live.  A safe environment for families, for visitors and for businesses is crucial to that goal and central 
for Albany’s growth and prosperity.

We appreciate your leadership and your service to our community.  We stand ready to be your partner, and
look forward to your timely response. 

Sincerely,

Perry Revell 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
Albany Area Chamber 
Executive Vice President, AB&T

Jake Reese
Chairman, Government Affairs Committee
Albany Area Chamber
Vice President, LRA Constructors

Cc: Board of Directors of the Albany Area Chamber of Commerce

Cc: City of Albany Board of City Commissioners, Albany City Manager Sharon Subadan,
Albany Police Chief Michael Persley

Cc: Dougherty County Board of Commissioners, Dougherty County District Attorney Greg Edwards, 
Dougherty County Administrator Michael McCoy, Dougherty County Sheriff Kevin Sproul, 
Dougherty County Chief of Police Kenneth Johnson

Cc: Charlie Peeler, United States Attorney for the Middle District of Georgia

Bárbara Rivera Holmes
President & CEO
Albany Area Chamber
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