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Most recent changes to this long descriptor document:  

Addition of one Category I Pathology and Laboratory code (87635) for severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS-2-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19]) accepted at the March 2020 CPT Editorial 
Panel meeting. 
 

*Note that code 87635 will be a child code under parent code 87471. It is represented here as the full long descriptor 
including the language from parent code 87471. 

 
It is important to note that further CPT Editorial Panel or Executive Committee actions may affect these codes and/or descriptors. For this reason, 
code numbers and/or descriptor language in the CPT code set may differ at the time of publication. In addition, further Panel actions may result in 
gaps in code number sequencing. 

The following code was accepted at the March 2020 CPT Editorial Panel meeting for the 2021 CPT production cycle. This code 
is effective immediately on March 13, 2020. 

Code Long Code Descriptor 
Released to 

AMA website 
Effective Publication  

87635

Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or 
RNA); severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19]), amplified 
probe technique 
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