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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Happy Spring! 

Spring has sprung which means as residents of Cape Charles we are 
out and about in our yards getting things spruced up after the winter 
season!  As we beautify and prepare at home our business community 
are busily doing the same and gearing up for “high season”. 

As you walk through our commercial district you can feel the energy 
and anticipation for what the season will bring! You will notice that 
there is a bit of musical-chairs going on with some of our ole’ business 
favs relocating to new digs, opening up space for fresh new entrepre-
neurial spirit.  And of course, as you will read in this newsletter, we 
will highlight some of our new businesses recently or soon to open 
this Spring! 

Read on to learn more about how Cape Charles will help Virginia cele-
brate it’s 50th anniversary of the Virginia is for Lovers slogan with our 
very own ‘Summer of Love” celebration from July 6—August 24. With 
groovy happenings like a LOVEfest in central park, LOVE golf cart pa-
rade, Art Weekend, movies, and special offers from our business com-
munity that you do not want to miss! 

Tammy Holloway 

Spring 2019 
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In observation of the 50th 
birthday of “Virginia is for 
Lovers,” Cape Charles is hav-
ing a 50-day “Summer of 
Love” celebration from July 6 
through August 24 – and 
wants you to join in the fun 
with us!  A LOVEfest kickoff 
on Saturday, July 6, featuring 
the British invasion band The 
English Channel, will be held 
in Central Park to help you 
get your groove on.  Follow-
ing this, be on the lookout 

for special offerings and 
events in town throughout 
the celebration period.  Stay 
connected to all the happen-
ings through the “Cape 
Charles by the Bay” website, 
“Cape Charles Virginia’s 
Cape” Facebook and 
“@VirginiasCape” Instagram 
channels.    

Be sure to take a photo or 
video at the LOVE sign to 
share at #sharewhatyoulove, 
#loveva, and #loveCCVC.   
Take in a free movie from 
1969 shown at the Historic 
Palace Theatre.  Make a 
small donation for a heart-
shaped cutout to support the 
LOVE sign and show your 
love for education by do-

nating school supplies at des-
ignated locations.  Delight in 
watching the golf carts all 
over town decorated with 
the LOVEfest theme - and 
rent one of your own to dec-
orate!   Dress in late-60’s 
attire for special recognition 
throughout the event.   Eat a 
Love cookie, melt your heart 
with a shaved ice, drink a 
Love Lager, wear a Love 
heart, savor a Love candy 
bar, sip a Love cocktail and 
take home lasting memories 
of your “Summer of Love!” 

 

“SUMMER OF LOVE” BEGINS JULY 6 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fourth of July Parade  
July 4, 10:00 am 
Bay Avenue (from Washington to Mason) 
 
Cape Charles will sponsor its annual Fourth of July Parade which includes fire engines, golf carts, 
music, marching and much more!  Secure your place along the parade route to enjoy the enter-
tainment that’s sure to thrill!   
 
Fourth of July Fireworks 
July 4, 9:00 pm (or at dark) 
Cape Charles Harbor 
 
Finish off the fun day with fireworks sure to thrill everyone!  Display will occur so that everyone in 
town will have a perfect view of the lights and colors from Mason Ave and the Harbor.     
 
 
“Summer of Love” Kickoff 
July 6, 6:30—9:00 pm 
Central Park 
 
Join neighbors and visitors for the kickoff to the Cape Charles “Summer of Love” event.  Groove to 
60’s tunes played by The English Channel, dress up in late-60’s attire,  and participate in the fun 
activities in store throughout the park.   
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The community wel-
comes our new Cape 
Charles Main Street Pro-
gram Director, Karen 
Zamorski, who hit the 
ground running on April 
8.  Karen is working with 
the Board to help drive 
the projects and pro-

grams needed to continue the preservation-
based revitalization of the town of Cape 
Charles.  She was born and raised in a small 
town about 30 miles outside of Buffalo, NY 
but has lived in several states through her 
30+ year career. Karen has hit many mile-
stones in her corporate life which included 
Kodak, DuPont and various marketing roles 
including 32 marketing awards working with 
Fortune 500 companies and serving as both 
President and Chairman of the Board for the 
Philadelphia Direct Marketing Association, a 
non-profit organization.  An entrepreneur at 
heart, she has started, grown and sold a 
small business which enables her to readily 

relate to other business owners who are an 
integral part of our revitalization mission.  

Karen and her husband, Dave, are not new 
to Cape Charles. They stopped into Cape 
Charles on their way back from a family va-
cation to the outer banks in 2005 and ended 
up purchasing a vacation home for their 
family including 4 children and 2 dogs. In 
2017 Karen and Dave found themselves 
empty nesters and decided to leave their 
home in the Kennett Square, PA area and 
make Cape Charles their permanent home. 
They just finished renovating a historic home 
- 7 Mason Ave, which is now a gathering 
spot for family and friends. “I grew up in a 
very small, tight-knit community where you 
knew everyone and looked out for each oth-
er” Karen told the board at her initial inter-
view. “It just felt like home here from early 
on and I’m so excited that I get to be a part 
of its future” she said. If you see Karen walk-
ing around town with her two puggles 
(which she often does), or working on her 
new flower beds, give her a friendly Cape 
Charles hello. She looks forward to getting to 
know everyone. 

  

NEW FACES FOR CCMS 

Karen Zamorski, Program Director 

Patty Sepety, Admin Assistant & CCMS Board of Directors Secretary 

Since February, Patty has been working as the part-time Administrative 
Assistant and handling CCMS Board of Directors’ requests, agendas and 
minutes, sending information to Town Council, participating in events, and 
keeping up the Drop Box and calendar of activities.  She is also currently 
the owner of My Concierge, LLC which offers on-site and virtual office man-
agement assistance to small business owners, as well as home office or-
ganization to seniors and singles.   
 

Patty has been married to her husband, David, for 40+ years and has two grown children and 
two granddaughters.   Formerly a resident of Cape Charles, Patty and David recently couldn’t 
pass up the opportunity to purchase a lovely historic home in Nassawadox.   

 
Bringing her organization skills and technical abilities with numerous software programs, Patty 
has already proven to be an invaluable asset to Cape Charles Main Street.   
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There are lots of positive changes coming to Mason Avenue this summer!  The 
Design Committee has been working diligently on the implementation of Phase 
1 of Strawberry Street Plaza and on Mason Ave streetscaping.    The goal is to 
create a welcoming space where people will naturally gather and a pleasurable 
shopping, dining and strolling experience.   
 
With these goals in mind, we can look forward to the installation of benches, 
trash cans, cigarette butt receptacles and a doggie comfort station in the Plaza.  
New planters have been ordered  and will be installed and filled with colorful 
plantings before Memorial Day.   We are also hopeful that an electronic kiosk 
will be acquired some time this summer.   
 
The banners which were designed and approved last year are now ready to be 
hung from the new light fixtures along Mason Avenue.  Benches will also be 
installed at 207 Mason Ave, formerly the “Yogurt Bar Coming” building site.  

 

ALL EYES ON MASON AVE 

National Main Street Conference 

As member of the Cape Charles Main Street Board , 

Susan Eidam attended the recent National Main 

Street Conference in Seattle, Washington.  With Se-

attle being a big city, Susan visited satellite areas that 

resemble the economy, culture and geography of 

Cape Charles.  One was the small harbor town of 

Langley, at the tip of Whitbey Island, where she drew 

lots of parallels between Langley of 1,100 residents 

whose main economy is tourism and the town of 

Cape Charles. 

Langley’s Main Street faced similar issues as our town 

with vacant historic commercial spaces, angled park-

ing, limited public restrooms, trying to attract year 

round residents and business owners. They’ve em-

braced good local zoning to maintain their view-shed 

to the water from almost every possible angle to pe-

destrians and drivers, cafes and public pocket 

parks.  They have eight parades a year, and their 

Main Street works cooperatively with other non 

profits such as the Whale Center to provide a visitor 

& resident friendly space that informs people about 

their sea life heritage as well as being a Welcome 

Center.  She had lots of takeaways that were 

thoughtfully discussed in the classes and conference 

sessions and that she brought back for consideration.  

Cape Charles LOVE Color Run/Walk 

The first annual 5K LOVE Color Run/Walk was a great 

success! In spite of the cold and windy morning, we 

had over 100 participants.  And we had over 30 vol-

unteers to help set up, register participants, hand out 

water, staff the four color stations and cheer the run-

ners and walkers on. Our generous sponsors helped 

us raise over $2,000 for the LOVE sign maintenance 

fund!  

We had a great event and look forward to having a 

2nd annual run/walk in 2020!   

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
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The summer of 2018 set the pace for new businesses opening up in town.  Thus far, 2019 hasn’t disappoint-

ed either!  Here is a list of the new businesses that have recently or will soon open in our lovely little town by 

the Bay.  Also, keep your eyes open for the relocation of some existing businesses which will open up new 

retail space sure to be filled with more exciting shopping and dining experiences. 

WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES IN TOWN 

 

THE BAKERY ON MASON 

The aroma of freshly baked boules wafts over Straw-
berry Street Plaza with the April opening of The Bak-
ery on Mason, an artisanal bakery offering a selection 
of country-style breads, pastries and sandwiches.   
The bakery may be new, but its head baker is well 
known to Eastern Shore residents.  For the past eight 
years, Louise Orlando has been baking a variety of 
breads and sweet treats in her state-certified kitchen, 
aka The Bakery at Riverside Farm, for local farmers' 
markets and restaurants.  She is now working her 
magic from a storefront bakery on the Plaza at 236 
Mason Avenue.    

The Bakery on Mason places a strong emphasis on 
traditional baking techniques.  "Everything we make 
is done from scratch and baked in-house," said Orlan-
do. "We don't buy any frozen or par-baked items. 

Even our laminated dough, which we use for pastries like croissants and pains au chocolat, is all 
homemade and rolled out by hand in the bakery." 

Over the years, Orlando has built something of a cult following for her sourdough breads, including 
crusty boules, and country-style loaves flavored with kalamata olives, rosemary, and green olives 
and garlic. She also makes a killer cinnamon-raisin loaf, as well as a seeded whole-grain bread in-
spired by a South African recipe.  In addition to sourdoughs, the bakery offers traditional French ba-

FLAIR 

Marian van Geijn, owner of Breezes Day Spa & Boutique, has taken the 
opportunity to expand into a new venue.  Flair, at 219 Mason Ave, is a 
lifestyle retail store that sells unique clothing for “gypsies to trend-
setters.”  Marian says that “clothing is one of my passions and over the 
years I found that it is always hard to find affordable, unique clothing 
that people like to wear and let them feel good about themselves.”  

Opening hours will change during the season, so please consult their Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=flair%20cape%20charles&epa=SEARCH_BOX
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AMBROGIA CAFFE & ENOTECA  

Step inside  of Ambrogia Caffé & Enoteca, and you will find yourself in 
Italy.  Customers are provided with “an authentic Italian experience”  
beginning in the morning with espresso and biscotti, through lunch with 
focacce, panini, soups and salads all the way to aperitivo with incredible 
Italian wines, charcuterie and cheese boards, as well as a selection of 
small plates to enjoy with your wine.   

Marina Goerner and Cristina Carollo, owners of Ambrogia Caffé & Enote-
ca, are scheduled to open their doors at 321 Mason Ave, Cape Charles in 
May.  Initially, their hours will be 8 am to 6 pm Tuesday through Sunday.  
As the season progresses, hours may change.  More updates are availa-
ble on Facebook. 

THE COASTAL BAKING COMPANY 

Cassie and Bobby Patel, owners of The Coastal Baking Compa-
ny, consider it “a joy to serve our guests and chat with them.”  
Cassie, originally from South Carolina, and Bobby, from Nairo-
bi, Kenya, have owned multiple restaurants in the Carolinas 
and Georgia. Their twin sons, Gaelan and Ghavin, work with 
them, making this truly a family affair!   Cassie and Bobby make 
good partners, with her love of baking and his love of cooking.   

Cassie “absolutely adores Cape Charles, it immediately reminded me of my hometown. As soon as I 
saw the 555 Mason Ave spot available, I knew we needed to do something , such a cute building … We 
felt like Cape Charles needed a place with a large assortment of desserts, pastries and unique sand-
wiches that you could not find elsewhere.”  Their previous restaurant experience was Cajun /Creole 
cuisine which enables them to offer a unique twist on the classics. With Bobby’s Indian heritage, they 
are able to offer authentic Indian cuisine as a lunch special on Thursdays such as Tandoori Chicken, 
Chicken Saag, Chicken Tikka Masala and Samaso Chaat.  

The Coastal Baking Co caters its baking to the seasons and holidays, offering Cinnamon Roll Wreaths at 
Christmas and King Cakes at Mardi Gras.  Some of their most requested items are the Almond or Pra-
line Croissant, Cranberry Nut Muffin, Cinnamon Chip Scones, Praline Rum Cake, Raspberry Linzer 
Cookies and Coconut Macadamia Cookies. And be sure to treat yourself to their Virginia cookies filled 
with local strawberry jam this summer to celebrate the Summer of Love.  

Hours are Wednesday -Sunday 8am -3pm, open year round.  For more, go to their Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/ambrogiacc/
https://www.facebook.com/coastalbakingco/
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PEACH STREET BOOKS 

Peach Street Books is for people who enjoy books and reading. The 
historic renovation of a 1930s Pure Oil Station and attached garage 
of ‘50s vintage is owned by Carol Sabo, DVM (also owner of the 
Machipongo Trading Company) and Beth Ann Sabo (also owner of 
Eastern Shore Dog). 

 

The store includes gently used and new books in its inventory for 
purchase. Used books are generally marked at half the cover price 
or less. In addition to many familiar titles, they offer an eclectic col-
lection of books for readers of all ages and interests.  

They also serve a variety of bagels, Eastern Shore Coastal Roasting 
Company coffee and espresso drinks, smoothies (a local favorite!) and our signature baked goods. (The 
author especially enjoyed their chocolate chip banana muffins a week or so ago!)  Their “Dog Corner” of 
thoughtfully selected toys, treats, leashes and collars rounds out their offerings. 

 

When you are in the stacks at Peach Street Books, “we want you to have the feeling you are in a 

bookstore of new books. We hope you feel pleased that you’ve found the just-right next book for your ‘to

-read’ list. Reading is both personal and community-creating - and we thank you for allowing us to be part 

of the process!”  Stay up to date on their news on Facebook. 

We’re open 7 days a week. 

CC RYDER RENTALS 

CC Ryder Rentals, owned by Steve “Smitty” Smith, opened at the end of 

the summer last year and is located at 415 Mason Avenue.   

Smitty  “saw Cape Charles needed a more reasonably priced option… 

started C.C. Ryder Rentals with the motto of treating people the way I 

would like to be treated… ‘Do Unto Others’.”   Thus far, his business is 

getting excellent reviews.   Check out the business in person or go to 

their Facebook  page.   

https://www.facebook.com/Peach.Street.Books/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBf3eZ0wvs3m5YBoW1LyU3oIlNwN_ZYK_48ne7bkgJauYNpURSbWSiwtXrDbXM-XehbiqvcSZtVAMEN
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CC-Ryder-Rentals-2201029693515379/photos/?ref=page_internal
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Cape Charles Main Street , Inc. 

 
Tammy Holloway, President 

Andy Buchholtz, Vice-President 

Susan Eidam, Economic Vitality Chair 

Donna Moyer, Organization Co-Chair 

William R. Stramm, Organization Co-Chair 

Mollie S. Pickron, Design Chair 

Carol Evans, Promotions Co-Chair 

Patricia A. Harris, Promotions Co-Chair 

Karen Zamorski, Program Director 

Paul L. Strong, Treasurer 

Patty Sepety, Adm Assistant  

& Board Secretary 

 
Email:  capecharlesmainstreet@gmail.com  

Visit us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/MainStreetCapeCharles 

“Summer of Love” Volunteers Needed 

It happened with the 5K LOVE Color Run/Walk, and it can happen with the Summer of Love: Volunteers 
made the difference!  If you would like to be a part of a successful Summer of Love event,  please con-
sider volunteering to help make it happen.  Give as little or as much as you have time and energy for!   

To learn more about the volunteer opportunities available and to sign up to make it happen, come to 
our Volunteer meeting on May 20, 6:00 pm, at the Civic Center.   If you cannot make it, please let us 
know of your interest by sending an email to capecharlesmainstreet@gmail.com . 

Hope to see you there! 

mailto:capecharlesmainstreet@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MainStreetCapeCharles/
mailto:capecharlesmainstreet@gmail.com

