
Remembrance Day November 11, 2025 

 
“Canadians recognize Remembrance Day, originally 
called Armistice Day, every 11 November at 11 a.m. It 
marks the end of hostilities during the First World War 
and an opportunity to recall all those who have served 
in the nation’s defence.”    
 Canadian War Museum 

 

On the 11th hour of the 11day of the 11th month we pause for two minutes of silence to pay 
tribute to all Members of the Canadian Armed Forces, to veterans of wars and to those who 
have served in peace. Ceremonies are held throughout the country.  

The Royal Canadian Legion cares for all those who have served our nation. As members, we 
show our thanks by supporting and advocating for Veterans, by remembering their sacrifices, 
and by continuing the tradition of service in helping our communities. Since 1921, the Poppy 
has stood as a national symbol of Remembrance. The Poppy is also the recognized symbol for 
the Legion’s Poppy Campaign, which raises funds to support Veterans and their dependents.  
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/remembrance-day    

 
Canadian women have played an 
important role in our country's military 
efforts over the years, overcoming many 
barriers to serve in uniform as nurses and 
in an expanding variety of other roles. This 
service continues today, with women now 
serving in all Canadian Armed Forces 
trades.  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/people-and-stories/women-service  

The First World War 

Canadian women's first military contributions were as nurses who tended to the sick and 
wounded in times of conflict. They were called "Nursing Sisters" because they were originally 
drawn from the ranks of religious orders. More than 2,800 Canadian Nursing Sisters served 
with the Canadian Army Medical Corps during the First World War, often close to the front 
lines of Europe and within range of enemy attack. With their blue dresses and white veils, they 
were nicknamed the "bluebirds" and were greatly respected because of their compassion and 
courage. Canadian women were not permitted to serve in other military roles during the First 
World War. 

https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/remembrance-day
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/people-and-stories/women-service
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/women-veterans/nursing-sisters
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/first-world-war/


The Second World War 

The Second World War would see Canadian women returning to serve again as nursing 
sisters. This time, approximately 4,500 nurses were attached to all three branches of Canada's 
military, with more than two-thirds of them serving overseas. Second World War nursing 
sisters wore a military uniform with a traditional white veil. These young women were 
commissioned officers and were respectfully addressed as "Sister" or "Ma'am." In fact, 
Canada's military nurses were the first in any Allied country to have officer status. Canadian 
women would also serve in other military roles during the war, however, and some 50,000 
eventually enlisted in the air force, army and navy. 

Post-Second World War 

After the Second World War, the Canadian military shut down the women's organizations. With 
the onset of the Cold War and the Korean War, however, the military soon faced a shortage of 
personnel and some 5,000 women were again actively recruited. While only a handful of 
nursing sisters were sent to Korea, some servicewomen back in Canada filled the same kinds 
of roles they had during the Second World War. Their numbers began to decline in the mid-
1950s, however, as new technology reduced the requirement for personnel in many trades. 

With the unification and modernization of the Canadian military in 
the late 1960s, the doors finally began to open for good for women 
to enlist and enter non-traditional roles. Today, women deploy on 
combat missions, captain vessels and command flying 
squadrons—their career paths as open as those of men.  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/second-world-war/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/korean-war/
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