
The linear corridor to the left is the old B&M RR branchline  that will one-day become 

the 104+ mile long Mass Central Rail Trail.  Inside the box to the left, is where the 

driveway for the future house intersects with the future trail . The driveway en-

croaches onto the future trail and DOT has said that the right-of-way for the future 

trail  will need to be preserved or the driveway (or house) can’t be built. 40-54A  

MASS DOT preserves a section of the  from being cut-off 

Here is an infographic about a recent case in Belchertown where the integrity of 

the dead RR corridor was saved, allowing for the future trail to be built. 

I’ll bet most of you don’t know that there are two obscure regs that defend for-

mer RR corridor from  being sold off or being subjected to inappropriate develop-

ment.  Here’s a link to one of them.  40-54A which says that you cannot be issued 

a building permit to construct something on top of former RR corridor without 

the local Building Dept alerting MassDOT of the project. They will weigh-in.  

 More info the Belchertown section of the MCRT is here.  

https://www.belchertowngreenway.org/ 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/statute-process-and-application-of-chapter-40-section-54a
https://www.belchertowngreenway.org/

