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Work takes place in the Hudson River for the Livingston Avenue Bridge replacement on Aug. 27 in Albany. The $635 million
project to replace the railroad bridge spanning the Hudson River from Albany to Rensselaer is expected to be completed in
March 2028, according to the contractor, Skanska.
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DOT: Livingston Avenue Bridge replacement project 'full speed ahead’

Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez says work is underway on rail bridge
dating back to the Civil War

By Patrick Tine, Staff Writer Oct 21, 2025

ALBANY — Construction on the replacement for the Livingston Avenue Bridge, a railway span across the Hudson River with
components dating to the 1860s, is “fundamentally underway,” state Department of Transportation Commissioner Marie
Therese Dominguez said at a news conference Tuesday.

Speaking while workers labored on the bridge behind her, Dominguez said the $635 million project was still on track to be com-
pleted in 2028. Work has begun on the installation of temporary work platforms above the river as well as temporary caissons
so the foundations of the bridge’s towers can be laid, Dominguez said.

The bridge is a crucial passenger and freight rail link connecting trains from the Northeast to points further north and the Mid-
west. The current span, which only accommodates one train at a time, was completed in 1902 and rests on pilings constructed
in 1866. The new bridge will be able to accommodate trains traveling in both directions at higher speeds. Trains crossing the
current bridge are limited to speeds of 15 mph because of bottlenecks and stress on the span. The new bridge will allow for
speeds of 40 mph.

Steel trusses for the new bridge are being assembled off-site and are being shipped to the construction site for installation. “It’s
like a puzzle,” Dominguez said.

The style and function of the new tower piers will be different, Dominguez said. The bridge itself will also have a different de-
sign, switching from a movable swing bridge to a lift-type bridge. The changes will bring the structure in line with modern
standards.
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Dominguez praised Gov. Kathy Hochul for the efforts her administration has made to steer funds to Albany infrastruc-
ture projects and was joined by local Democrats, including Albany County Executive Dan McCoy and Albany Mayor
Kathy Sheehan. She said the bridge project and further efforts to reimagine Interstate 787 work were “full-speed ahead”
despite threats from the federal government to cut infrastructure funding to Democratic cities.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer touted his work last year securing $215 million for the project, including
calling then Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg to secure the award.

“Transportation is a bipartisan issue,” Dominguez said. “Gov. Hochul has made that clear, and our partners in D.C. are
important and we’re going to move forward.”

Patrick Tine
Staff Writer

Patrick Tine is a reporter with the rapid response team. He was previously a planning editor with Spectrum News 1 in
Albany. He is also a former freelancer for the Times Union where he contributed art reviews and features. He can be
reached at Patrick.Tine@timesunion.com

The Albany Times-Union story doesn’t mention it, but the RR Trade Magazine, Railway-Technology, both
describes and has renderings of the rail-w-trail on the bridge. CDP

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/dot-livingston-avenue-bridge-replacement-project-21112268.ph

https://www.railway-technology.com/projects/livingston-avenue-railroad-bridge-replacement-project-new-
cf-view

A key precedent for New England's Rail-With-Trail scenarios
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Livingston Avenue railroad bridge replacement project details

Full story with images here. https://www.railway-technoloqy.com/projects/livingston-avenue-
railroad-bridge-replacement-project-new-york-usa/?cf-view

The new Livingston Avenue bridge will be a movable, seven-span, vertical lift-type railway bridge. It will be constructed
south of the current structure over the Hudson River, designed to meet the current standards for dimensions and
speeds.

The bridge will carry two railroad tracks, capable of supporting heavier freight loads. It will feature an increased width
and height, allowing for the passage of taller rail cars and enhancing the efficiency of freight transport.

The bridge’s design includes a 2ft higher top of rail elevation compared to the existing bridge. This adjustment is to ac-
commodate a deeper floor system while preserving the current clearance above the water when the bridge is in a
closed position. It will also improve the reliability of marine traffic flow on the Hudson River.

The project also includes constructing control and machinery rooms, installing new railroad signals, implementing elec-
trical infrastructure, and adding bridge and navigation lighting. In addition, it involves realignment, improvements, and

reconfiguration and rehabilitation of additional rail bridges.

Incorporated into the project is a separate shared-use path that will offer pedestrians and cyclists
a new route over the Hudson River.

The path will connect to various local attractions such as the Albany Skyway, the Empire State
Trail, and the upcoming Rensselaer Riverwalk, a section of which is being developed as part of this
project.

Draw Bridge Up Draw Bridge Down

This is not the first time a CSX-owned bridge has a trail alongside. CDP
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More coming. ..



