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Residents discuss
trail proposal

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimerre @iuriey.com

WARE - Three resi-
dents have joined togeth-
er 1o propose an extension
of the Mass Central Rail
Trial, connecting the trail
segment that starts at Gibbs
Crossing to the downtown
area.

Steven Hawk, an avid
trail user and advocate
for accessible open space,
and residents Cindy Allen
Bourcier and Pauline
Supka, are working with
the Executive Director of
the Norwottuck Network

Craig Della Penna and
Elizabeth Johnson to help
bridge some of the gaps in
the 104-mile trail system.

At a March 26 gath-
ering held at the Senior
Center. Bourcier and Hawk
explained their propos-
al to a group of residents
who live in the neighbor-
hood where the proposed
trail extension would pass
through.

Bourcier said the pur-
pose of the trail is to “nav-
igate our way from one

point of town to the other

point of town.”

Please see TRAIL, page 13
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“It’s not something that’s
going to happen overmght,"
she said. “And it’s a com-
munity effort...hopefully we

can all work together.”

Della Penna explained the
history of the Mass Central
Rail Trail, which spans from

Northampton to Boston.

“This is the longest
rail to trail project in New

England,” he said.

Della Penna said the proj-

5“ is at a “tipping point,”
the Department of
sportation agreeing to

pﬂ € out the costs of the

“The East Quabbin Land
Trust has done some of that

heavy lifting for 20 years,”
Della Penna said.

Della Penna said he lives
eight feet from the rail trail
in his town of Florence, and
said having the trail will
make a big change in the
neighborhood.

“It will become the best
walked park in your commu-
nity,” he said.

Hawk has lived near the
Gibbs Crossing segment of
rail trail for about 15 years,
and regularly utilizes the trail
to access the town’s shopping
centers, or to enjoy time in
nature with his dog. Hawk,
who is a quadriplegic, is

% s
trail is it’s joining
ommunity together,” he
said. “It’s somethmg for
ions to enjoy.”
Bourcxer and Hawk said

they invited the residents to
the gathering to hear feed-
back about their proposal,
including the opportunity
to voice questions and con-
cerns.

The proposed trail exten-
sion will connect from
Robbins Road the area
off Laurel Drive to South
Street, crossing the South
Street bridge, then continu-
ing to Grenville Park where
it will connect to the exist-
ing Church Street trail. The
trail is also being developed
and made accessible through
Grenville Park thanks to
a town meetmg vote Wthh

‘said' v
pqnl includes the construc-
tion of a bridge, and there
are several possible loca-
tions to build it, including

nf“jpaper road” known as

> Riverside Street. The propos-
- al also includes the purchase
, or acceptance of privately
rowned property in order to
- create access.
Bourcier said she is com-
municating with two proper-
Lty owners about the proposed
| trail extension.
1 She said the proposal also
i includes access to the back
of the Mary Lane Hospital
property, near the river, if the
property owner allows it.
Bourcier said there are
three possible locations to
build a bridge across the
Ware River from the Robbins
Road cnd of the trail, wllh
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from the southside of the
water treatment plant off
Robbins Road to Cummings
Road. Bourcier said there is
a clear access point onto an
unused, town-owned road
that would then connect to
the sewer line easement at
Kanzaki.

The third location starts
at the northside of the
water treatment plant to the
Kanzaki property and would
require deeded rights.

Bourcier said she and
Hawk are working to devel-
op the proposal in order to
apply for grants to pay for
the project.
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}alxlxd Monroe Street attended
ihe

athering to ask ques-
tions about the proposed trail
extension, as well as voice
concerns about traffic, emer-
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Laurel Drive.
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BRIDGE OPTIONS

Option 1: Robbins Road to the south corner of Kansaki
property. This would follow the original rail crossing.
It would need some type of deeded rights to the wa-
terfront section of the property. Move the existing
fence back about 15 feet or more. Currently the fence
may be blocking access to the sewer line easement to

Option 2: South side of Ware water treatment plant to
Alice Road. This is a clear access point onto the town
owned unused road. And then would join the sewer
line easement on the east side with expanded deeded

Option 3: North side of the Ware water treatment
plant to Kansaki property. This would need some type
of deeded rights to the waterfront section of the prop-
erty. And then join the sewer line easement on the
east side of the river with expanded deeded usage. Or
have the Town of Ware purchase the property.
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gency access and the proxim-
ity of the trail to wetlands.

A Monroe Street resi-
dent said there is already
increased traffic through the
neighborhood to Memorial
Field and Valley View
Housing, and that speeding
along the narrow road is a
concern.

“The added traffic on the
road would be bad,” the res-
ident said.

Several Marjorie Street
residents spoke about wild-
life and the privacy they
enjoy on their street.

One said she is “not
against the trail” but she
doesn L want 1t el yard.
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