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Executive Director
Michele earned her

Masters of Social Work
& Certificate in Jewish

Communal Service from
Yeshiva University in

NYC. She worked in the
Women’s Division at JUF

& as the Program
Director of Hillel at
Arizona State. Most

recently, she served as
the Asst. Director at the

Pre-School at North
Suburban Synagogue

Beth El. 

Education Director
Keren Makno

MEET THE STAFF
Rabbi Jeremy Fine Hazzan Hery Chulef

Michele Friedland

Abe rotbart - controller
Anita Lurie - Ritual Assistant
Carolyn Kraus - Synagogue coordinator

After graduating U of I, Rabbi Fine
began a Masters in Jewish Education.
Rabbi Fine was ordained from the
Jewish Theological Seminary in 2012.
He completed a Mini-MBA for Non-
Profit Organizations from St. Thomas
University and became an accredited
Life Coach in 2020. In 2014, the
Forward recognized him as one of
America’s Most Inspiring Rabbis. Rabbi
Fine begins his 5  year at CBTth

Hazzan Hery Chulef has been the High
Holiday Hazzan since 2001. Hazzan Hery

was formally installed as the Hazzan at
B’nai Tikvah in 2014. He grew up in Lima,

Perú. He went on to study at the
University in Perú before coming to the

United States & earning a BA in
Psychology from Earlham College.

Hazzan Hery attended Cantorial School at
Yeshiva University, graduating in 1993. 

Keren comes to us with
over 20 years of
experience as an
educator. She has spent
four years at Solomon
Schechter Day School as
the 3rd & 4th Grade
Judaic Studies/Hebrew &
resource teacher & five
years at Congregation
Beth Shalom in
Northbrook. 

Kevin Friduss
Program Director

Mike Gilman - Facilities manager
Jasmine Pacheco - Kitchen manager

An alumnus of HPHS, Kevin
earned his BA in

Communications with a Theater
minor from the University of

Denver. He previously served as
the Marketing &

Communications Manager at
Camp Young Judaea. He spent

time as Promotions Manager at
WBBM Newsradio and 670 The

Score & was BBYO’s
International AZA Advisor of

the Year. 

Kavannah V’Chavurah
(Spirituality & Community)
To ensure we are able to

discuss life’s biggest
questions &grow in our

spirituality together.
Synagogues are a home for
thought & a place to enact
calm & focus in our lives.

Simcha U’Mitzvah (Joy
& Loving Kindness)
To have a home for

meaningful life moments
& transitions. A

community & clergy to
call on in a time of need,
joy & lovingkindness.

L’Dor V’Dor (Generation to
Generation)

Investing in our own spiritual
lives sets a tone for the
generations to come.

Synagogues are the longest
standing & most influential

vessel Judaism has to ensure
Jewish life remains vibrant &

accessible. 
We pass this value to our

children through education &
joy in their religion.



Holiday Programs

Synagogue Rewind
More than 125 guests came together
at CBT for our Passover Seder! The

night included a 10 Plagues Carnival
for kids, Bloody Mary & Charoset
bars & Israeli Volunteer speakers.

save the date: 
Shavuot program
may 21 , 2026st



SHABBAT PROGRAMS



Adult Education

save the date
An Insider’s Briefing: Israel, America, and the Middle East

with Richard Goldberg
Nov 23 , 2025rd



SISTERHOOD

Synagogue Rewind
In Spring 2025, Sisterhood organized a meaningful
day trip to the Illinois Holocaust Museum, led by

docent and fellow congregant Ted Tasky.

save the date: Israeli Dancing
April 15 , 2026th



MEN'S CLUB

Synagogue Rewind

Men’s Club kept the fun going in
2024/2025 with its signature

Poker Nights and continued its
tradition of sponsoring summer

pickleball in the parking lot.

save the date
men’s club committee kickoff meeting

september 17 , 2025th



Social Action & Ritual

The daily minyan is a wonderful tradition that gives each of us an
opportunity to connect with our soul, our community and our God every
day. It’s also a meaningful way to bring comfort and support to synagogue

members who are mourning the loss of a loved one by saying kaddish.

Sundays, 9:00 am
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:00 am

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 6:30 pm



 ADULT EXPERIENCES



Youth Holiday Programs

Synagogue Rewind

500+ celebrated Hanukkon
with the Bulls Eddie Curry,

Kosha Dillz, the rope warrior
and so many more guests!

Synagogue Rewind
The Colorful World of Purimagination:

Over 500 people joined us for this year’s
Purim Carnival, featuring puppet shows,

hamantaschen making, and the star
attraction: a 2,400-square-foot disco

roller rink that had the whole community
rolling along with the Windy City Roller

Derby Team.



YOUTH SHABBAT PROGRAMS

Last year’s Sense of Shabbat
was a wonderful addition to our

growing youth programming!

Synagogue Rewind



SCHOOL EXPERIENCES

save the date

May 3 , 2026rd

save the date: School Maccabiah
November 16 , 2025th

Synagogue Rewind
Our 1  Annual Shabbaton saw a

variety activities from
waterslides to rock climbing to

adult activities to Mad
Havdallah Science!!!

st



TEENS!



COLLEGE STUDENTS

College Kesher: Each year, we send care packages to
the college students of our congregant families for

Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, and Purim. Last year
alone, we sent out more than 35 packages for each

holiday!

Synagogue Rewind



LEADERSHIP
Past Presidents:

William Tursky, z'l
Morris  Dyner

Howard Cohen, z'l
Herbert Linn

Steven  Waxman, z'l
Allan  Nathan

Cherie Handler Weiss
Richard Rivkin

Alan  Levin
Alvin Lever

Dr. Michael  Halpen
Paula Kooperman

Kenneth Kroot
Richard Sandler

Mark Eissman, z'l
Lauren Hoffer

Scott Fagan
David Levitt
David Spak
Elliot Molk

Michael Brown
Sheri Hokin

Jay Goltz
Cindy Lieb

Lyle Perkins

Board of Trustees:
Judy Aronson
Stuart Babendir
Josh Charlson
Jaime Faulhaber
Robert Feder
Brian Gurin
Michael Harris
Gary Hokin
Carli Jaffe
Lyle Perkins, Immediate Past President
Lisa Rosen 
Robert Schur
Suzanne Siegel, President
Gerald Tenner
Lori Thalheimer
Natalie Weiss
Rachel Yaffe

4th Annual Celebrity Fundraiser: Everybody Wants This brought Netflix stars Jackie Tohn
and Timothy Simons to CBT for a night of comedy and conversation. With over 450
guests, a lively VIP meet & greet, and plenty of laughs, we exceeded our fundraising goals.
Thank you to co-chairs Caryn Cohen, Jeffrey Hertz, Missy Linn, and Jennifer Siegel.

IN CASE YOU 
MISSED IT

Adult Education: Last year, Adult Ed hosted 11 programs ranging from engaging
seminars to lively movie nights. One of the highlights was the October 8 film
screening, which filled the main sanctuary with over 200 guests!

Fantasy Football: Last year, 20 Fantasy Football teams raised $2,000 for the school
enrichment fund, kicking off with a lively draft party and wrapping up with a
celebratory luncheon. Mazel Tov to Jordy and Brian Levin; and to Brady, Jack, and
Perry Meyers

Night of Learning: Our community came together for a Night of Learning presented in
part with Solomon Schechter Day School of Metropolitan Chicago, exploring Jewish
texts and ideas with engaging teachers. We enjoyed the collaboration!

New Coffee Bar: Thanks to our Beautification Committee, CBT now has a beautiful
new Coffee Bar in the lobby. Stop by and grab a cup every Shabbat morning!

Shabark Shalom: Over 20 families and their dogs joined us for a tail-wagging morning
of connection, our unique “Barkarit” service this past summer.



Welcome Home!


