
	 As a worship leader, it is not uncommon to find myself in conversations comparing and 
contrasting modern worship music to traditional hymns. During these conversations the 
question, or should I say opinion, often arises of which is better. Unfortunately, these 
exchanges often seem divisive rather than unifying. Fortunately, I can honestly say that I’ve 
never participated in such dialogue at Neely’s Creek and I am blessed to serve a church that 
embraces both the old and the new.

	 Personally, I feel that traditional hymns and modern worship music are both profitable 
for the kingdom of God. At times it is the comfort of an old familiar hymn that seems most 
fitting to express my praises to God. Other times its the lyric of a fresh composition that helps 
me to more deeply engage with the old truths I’m singing about. On one hand, a hymn book is 
like a greatest hits collection filled with songs that have been tested by the saints and have 
withstood the test of time. On the other hand, I believe it would be incredibly sad for the church 
to stop writing songs when God has given us so much to sing about. Instead, it should be 
encouraging to see a continuous flow of music being produced by God’s people for the sake of 
His glory. The Psalms are often referred to as the “hymn book of Jesus” and even during his 
earthly ministry these songs would have already aged several hundred years when He sang 
them.  It is also in the Psalms that God’s people are continuously commanded to sing a new 
song unto the Lord (Ps. 33; 96; 98; 149). It is Jesus who gave us a new song to sing, the song 
of our salvation and the New Testament church is given freedom to sing this song in the form 
of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).

	 We are to worship from an eternal prospective. Forevermore Christ’s Church will gather 
and sing praises to our God and King. Every week when we gather, we rehearse for the great 
worship service we will experience in heaven. It is interesting to discover what scripture says 
about the music that will be present in our heavenly worship. 

	 In Exodus 15:1-18 (cf. Deut. 32:1-43) Israel is recorded singing the “song of Moses” as 
God’s people reflected on His great works during the exodus. Later this song is referenced 
again in the last book of the Bible and is also accompanied by another. From a vision of 
heavenly worship the author of Revelation, John of Patmos writes, “And they sing the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb” (Revelation 15:3, ESV). This is not two 
separate songs but one song featuring both the Old and New Testaments’ songs of salvation. 
In the words of Bruce Benedict, “Revelation 15 presents us with a new arrangement of the old 
standard the ‘Song of Moses,’ now written with a new chorus of the ‘Song of the Lamb.’”  1
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Further, the verses in Revelation 5:9 and 14:3 speak of heavenly worshippers singing a new 
song. 

	 It goes without saying that our heavenly worship will cover a broad range of musical 
expression. Scripture tells us that our worship will include at least one very old song using the 
“song of Moses”, and a New Testament song of redemption. As we wait for the return of Christ, 
I believe the saints are to anticipate a new song that they’ll be taught to sing at the end of the 
age. So let this be an encouragement to you as members of a church that embraces musical 
variety. I believe that in doing so we are rehearsing well for the grand worship service that is to 
come.


