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The dynamic father-son duo Ken & Brad Kolodner weave to-

gether a captivating soundscape on hammered dulcimer, banjo 

and fiddles pushing the boundaries of the Old-Time tradition 

into uncharted territory. Regarded as one of the most influential 

hammered dulcimer players and Old-Time fiddlers in North 

America, Baltimore’s Ken Kolodner has joined forces with his 

son Brad Kolodner, a rising star in the clawhammer banjo 

world. Together, they infuse their own brand of driving, innova-

tive, tasteful and unique interpretations of traditional and origi-

nal fiddle tunes and songs. They perform tight and musical 

arrangements of original and traditional old-time music with a 

“creative curiosity that lets all listeners know that a passion for 

traditional music yet thrives in every generation.”  Ken’s musi-

cal journey began in the 1980’s when he taught himself to play 

the fiddle. The hammered dulcimer followed shortly thereafter. 

He is a founding member of the world folk music trio Helicon 

with Chris Norman and Robin Bullock. Brad grew up around 

his father’s music. In the summer of 2007, Brad took an intro-

ductory banjo class at a music camp in Maine. He was instantly 

hooked. Ken & Brad initially expected they would focus primar-

ily on the fiddle and banjo combination, the classic pairing in 

Old-Time music. They experimented with the hammered dulci-

mer and banjo pairing and recognized they were on the edge of 

a musical breakthrough. Ken & Brad are locked in from the 

second the mallet hits and the nail strikes the strings. They have 

a creative bond and danceable groove that is unmistakable. 


