
                
 
 
February 21, 2022 
 
Honorable Jay Inslee 
Office of the Governor – State of Washington 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 
 
 
 
Dear Governor Inslee, 
 
The Association of Oregon Counties, League of Oregon Cities, Idaho Association of Counties, 
and Alaska Municipal League oppose the transportation fuel export tax that is pending in the 
Washington State Legislature.  
 
Washington’s imposition of a tax on neighboring states would significantly undermine Alaska, 
Idaho, and Oregon’s ability to fund our own transportation systems and would leave our citizens 
paying for infrastructure in a neighboring state but seeing no benefits at home. While we 
appreciate the State of Washington’s efforts to fund transportation infrastructure and reduce 
emissions in your state, this fuel export tax penalizes the citizens of our states and impacts our 
ability to reach our own infrastructure and climate goals. 
  
The Association of Oregon Counties and League of Oregon Cities were key partners in the 
crafting and passage of House Bill 2017 (2017) “Keep Oregon Moving,” the largest 
transportation package in Oregon’s history. HB 2017 raises fuel taxes in Oregon incrementally 
by a total of 10 cents per gallon over eight years to fund highway and bridge improvements, 
congestion relief projects, and transit. However, even this historic transportation package only 
meets approximately half of Oregon counties’ infrastructure preservation and enhancement 
needs statewide and policymakers will soon need to consider the next transportation funding 
package.  
 
Alaska’s fuel prices are highly variable by region. The highest costs (above $4.39/gall) are in 
Southeast, Western and Northern Alaska, where mainly Alaska Native communities are 
reachable only by plane or barge. Most of the interior of the state, more distant from port 
infrastructure, has rates higher than the average of Washington. Understanding that the fuel 
prices take into account each state’s motor fuel tax – and that Washington’s is second highest in 
the nation – it is understandable that Alaska has been reticent to increase its own. Alaskans are 
already paying fuel prices higher than any other state, and the tax of distance and geography 
weighs heavily on Alaska residents and economy. America’s Arctic and Indigenous peoples, in 
particular, would be targeted by this proposed tax. 
 
The Idaho Association of Counties worked closely with the Idaho Legislature, Governor Little 
and numerous other stakeholders in 2021 to pass House Bill 362 which provides an additional 
stream to existing fuel taxes to fund state and local transportation systems in Idaho, however 
even with that additional funding, Idaho transportation maintenance and bridge needs are still 
immense. We empathize with the difficulties of funding the immense transportation needs of 



Washington, but do not believe Idahoans should be relied upon to provide funding for another 
state’s transportation system.  
  
Washington’s proposed fuel export tax would severely hinder the ability for Alaska, Idaho, or 
Oregon to move forward with increasing our own motor fuel taxes in the future. Instead of 
working to increase our own level of taxation to sufficiently fund transportation infrastructure and 
to work toward climate change mitigation, Washington’s tax would mean a major setback in 
addressing both in neighboring states. 
 
At this moment in time, when local governments are leading communities through a fragile 
economic recovery; faced with the promise of an infrastructure package that may be stymied by 
supply chain delays, workforce limitations, and high inflation; a fuel tax by our neighboring state 
serves to turn shared prosperity into further challenges for Oregon, Alaska, and Idaho. 
 
As a region, we must work to address these challenges together so that we can maximize the 
opportunity for our communities. We can be stronger together, or Washington can turn its back 
on regional cooperation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Association of Oregon Counties 
1212 Court St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
 
League of Oregon Cities 
1201 Court St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97301 
 

 
Alaska Municipal League 
One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 200 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 
Idaho Association of Counties 
3100 S Vista Ave, #200 
Boise, ID 83705 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Washington State House and Senate Transportation Committees,  
      Oregon Governor Kate Brown,  
      Idaho Governor Brad Little,  
      Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy,  
      Alaska Idaho and Oregon federal congressional delegations 
 


