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1. When did the program first begin?
MOSAAIC, Multilingual Opportunities for Students in Arabic Arts, Innovation, and Culture, establishes a four-week summer intensive language learning program designed to engage approximately 80 K-8th grade students in Patterson, CA in acquiring mid to high novice levels of Arabic language skills through deep and innovative engagement in thematic cultural arts of Arabic-speaking communities. The program was first launched in the summer of 2017, and this year, we received a new grant to support a summer program in 2018.

2. Where did the idea of the program come from?
This is a collaboration between META (Multilingual Educators Transforming Achievement), the local chapter of the California Association for Bilingual Education, and PJUSD. PJUSD currently has two dual language programs featuring students learning in English and Spanish. Parents and students had expressed interest in learning additional languages. MOSAAIC introduces students to a third world language, Arabic. Additionally, through the District’s support, students are participating this year in after school Arabic language activities, and next year, 2018-2019, Arabic will be offered as a world language course at Patterson High School, and middle school students will have the opportunity to participate in Arabic enrichment activities.

3. Are there similar types of events? (What are they?)
MOSAAIC is part of the STARTALK program. STARTALK’s mission is to increase the number of U.S. citizens learning, speaking, and teaching critical need foreign languages. STARTALK offers students (K–16) and teachers of these languages creative and engaging summer experiences that strive to exemplify best practices in language education and in language teacher development. The Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) launched STARTALK in 2006 and delegated executive oversight of the program to the National Security Agency (NSA). The NSA in turn awarded a contract to the National Foreign Language Center (NFLC) at the University of Maryland (UMD) to act as its subject matter expert in the implementation and administration of the program. There are currently 144 STARTALK programs funded across the nation in such languages as Arabic, Dari, Korean, Portuguese, Swahili, Urdu, Chinese, Hindi, Persian, Russian, and Turkish. Nearby Hilmar USD offers a STARTALK program in Portuguese.

4. Details – the 5 W’s
Who is the intended audience?
80 K-8th grade students in Patterson JUSD. Priority s given to students currently enrolled in one of PJUSD’s dual language programs.

When/where will the program occur? (please include dates)
The program will run from June 4 through June 28, from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, largely overlapping with PJUSD’s regular summer school program. The program will take place at Walnut Grove K-8 School.

Why is the Program important?
There is abundant evidence that learning more than one language provides life-changing benefits to individual students, their families, their communities, the nation, and the global world. MOSAAIC brings this great opportunity to Patterson’s future leaders. MOSAAIC will create an environment, both inside and beyond the classroom, that is Arabic-rich, where students learn a strategic world language and increase their knowledge of the arts and cultures of the Arabic-speaking world and their historical and modern day connection to their own communities. Furthermore, MOSAAIC hopes to establish a successful language learning model focused on a less-commonly taught language, build on current English/Spanish dual immersion program efforts, and create a vision of multilingual possibility in our small Patterson community.

5. Event Summary/Additional Details
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students’ classroom experiences will be augmented through (a) Rich and interactive linguistically and culturally responsive classroom and community experiences; (b) Immersion in an arts discipline experience designed to build content, culture, and language skills; (c) The design and presentation of capstone projects that publicly demonstrate students’ accomplishments; and d) Student-family learning experiences where students demonstrate their linguistic, cultural, and artistic knowledge and skills,  allowing families to connect to the program.

This grant provides almost $90,000 to establish this program.
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Patterson Joint USD, in collaboration with META, the Patterson Chapter of CABE, is 
proposing to submit STARTALK: MOSAAIC – Multilingual Opportunities for Students in 
Arabic Arts, Innovation, and Culture, in response to a call for proposals from the National 
Foreign Language Center. This proposal would establish a four-week summer intensive 
language learning program designed to engage approximately 75 5th through 7th grade 
students in the Patterson, CA area in acquiring novice levels of Arabic language skills 
through deep and innovative engagement in the arts and culture of Arabic-speaking 
communities. The program will draw from a set of national standards, including the 
National Core Arts Standards, the World Readiness Standards for Language Learning, and 
other relevant content standards, to offer students coherent, multi-tiered, and scaffolded 
opportunities every day to use their emerging Arabic language capacities to observe, 
critique, and create culturally responsive art and to communicate in culturally and 
linguistically authentic and meaningful ways.  
 
Students, many of whom are low income, Latino English Learners already participating in 
a Spanish/English dual language program, will be active participants in carefully 
orchestrated and organized classroom interactions centered on their learning and 
development. The environment, both inside and beyond the classroom, is designed to be 
Arabic-rich, where speaking and using Arabic is the norm for communicating and creating, 
and where teachers, artists, and students intentionally utilize learning strategies that 
maximize high intellectual performance and that incorporate the development of 
multicultural competency.  
 
The program will support professional collaboration and learning time before the student 
program begins for staff to create the target classroom lessons, plan student and family 
activities, and participate in professional development to enhance their language teaching 
and arts integration skills. During the student program portion of the summer program, 
staff will also have time daily to collaborate, reflect, and modify instructional plans. 
Following the student program, there will be a multi-day debriefing process for staff. Staff 
will include two program co-directors, a lead instructional coordinator, four classroom 
teachers, 4 teaching artists, and one support staff. 
 
In addition to the summer program, it’s anticipated that there will be weekly after school 
follow up activities for students during the fall and winter of 2015. Through a mosaic of 
hands-on language, culture, visual and performing arts, and 21st century learning 
innovations, this program will yield remarkable student results that will impact not only 
the students themselves, but their families and communities as well, and that will 
transform the way that they define themselves in our global society.  
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