
 

 

 

 

 

Public Charge Rule Change Social Media Tool Kit 
 

Overview:  
 
Over the summer, the Trump administration announced a proposed rule change to the federal 
government’s “public charge” policy. Under current policy, the federal government can deny 
entry or legal permanent status (e.g., a green card) to individuals who get more than half of their 
income from government cash-assistance programs on the grounds that those individuals are 
unable to support themselves and are reliant on the government for subsistence. 
 
The newly proposed rule, which was posted on the Federal Register on October 10, 2018, and is 
not yet in effect, seeks to dramatically expand the federal government’s definition of a “public 
charge” by counting the receipt of even small, temporary benefits from previously excluded non-
cash-assistance programs—such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Medicaid, 
Medicare Part D prescription drug subsidies, and housing or rental-assistance programs—against 
visa and green-card applicants.  
 

What you can do: 
 
The publication of this proposed rule in the Federal Register on October 10 started a 60-day 
public comment period, which gives members of the public an important opportunity to voice 
their concerns and opposition to this cruel and ill-advised rule change. Individuals have until 
December 10 to weigh in. DHS is required by federal law to review and consider public feedback 
before revising and issuing a final rule and an effective date for the rule change. We urge 
organizations and individuals to write and submit comments to 
unidos.us/PublicChargeComment. Our goal is to collect 100,000 comments. Visit our website to 
learn more. 
 

You can also use the following materials to help us spread the word on social media. 

 
  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-groundsPro
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
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Digital & News Media Tool Kit for UnidosUS Affiliates 
 
The content and resources in this tool kit can be used or adapted by UnidosUS Affiliates for social 
media and news outreach during the 60-day regulatory public comment period from October 10, 
2018, to December 10, 2018.   
 
Digital 
This tool kit contains sample social media copy for Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Also 
included are share graphics optimized for Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Feel free to tweak 
the sample copy for your audience. 
 
Websites 
UnidosUS: Protecting Immigrant Families 
Federal Register  
FRAC: Family or Food? No One Should Have to Choose  
 
Hashtags 
#ProtectFamilies 
 
Share graphics can be accessed through this link: Unidos.us/PublicChargeGraphics 
 
Sample Facebook, Twitter, Instagram Messages.   
 
English: Include link to: www.unidos.us/PublicChargeComment  
 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM 
 

• By forcing families to choose between reuniting with their loved ones and weathering tough 
times, the new Trump “public charge” regulation puts the wealthy ahead of families who’ve 

waited years to be reunited. unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 
 

• Trump’s ‘public charge’ rule ignores this truth: Everyone needs help now and then. When we 
have each other’s backs—and ensure that taxpayers who are temporarily down on their luck get 
the support they need—we all benefit. unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM 
TOOLKIT] 

 
• Strong countries don’t pick on kids. Tell the Trump administration you oppose his harsh 

and inhumane proposal to change the public charge rule, which will hurt hardworking 
immigrants who pay taxes and are here legally, and force many of their children to go 

http://www.protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/
http://www.protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-groundsPro
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-groundsPro
https://www.frac.org/publiccharge
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10C-98itoIoQ59gB1BBPc9ZACWRbjAoN_?ogsrc=32
https://www.unidosus.org/PublicChargeComment
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
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hungry. Help us stop this insanity by posting a comment. unidos.us/PublicChargeComment 
[ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
• The Trump Admin is pushing, via a back door, a harsh policy that it has failed to sell in Congress—

restricting family immigration. What makes this potential rule so insidious is that it targets the 
health and nutrition of U.S.-citizen kids, too. unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC 
FROM TOOLKIT] 

 

• Tell Trump it’s un-American to terrorize innocent, hardworking families and that you 
oppose the proposed public charge reg change. It’s cruel to make parents choose 
between their kids’ well-being and a green card, and its bad policy, too. Learn how you 
can stop it: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 

TWITTER 
 

• It is in the U.S.’s best interest to ensure that everyone gets the nutrition and health care they 
need. Kids whose basic needs are met grow up to be more productive adults and taxpayers. Who 
wouldn’t want that? #ProtectFamilies unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM 
TOOLKIT] 

 
• Trump’s proposed public charge rule is a misleading and petty attempt to paint hardworking, 

taxpaying legal immigrants as moochers for claiming benefits they are entitled to and that many 
other Americans use. #ProtectFamilies unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM 
TOOLKIT] 

 
• Forcing families to choose between reuniting with their loved ones and weathering tough times 

would make the U.S. a sicker, hungrier, poorer nation. #ProtectFamilies 
unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 
 

• Trump’s proposed public charge rule is a vicious and shortsighted attack on legal immigrants and 
U.S.-citizen families that will ultimately hurt all of us. #ProtectFamilies 
unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
• Forcing people to choose to between forgoing food, medical care, or a roof over their head and 

getting a green card and staying together with their families is cruel and un-American. 
#ProtectFamilies unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 
 

• Join us and others across the country as we fight back on Trump’s ‘public charge’ rule. Submit a 
comment today in less than 2 minutes. #ProtectFamilies unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD 
GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 
 

https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
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• Undercutting the health and well-being of immigrant families is bad for our communities and bad 
for the country. Submit a comment opposing Trump’s proposed ‘public charge’ rule. 
#ProtectFamilies unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
More Spanish tweets available at unidos.us/PublicChargeComment 
 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM 
 

▪ Dígale a Trump que el aterrorizar a familias inocentes y trabajadoras es inhumano y que te 

opones a la regla de ‘carga pública.’ El obligar a los padres a tener que elegir entre el bienestar de 

sus hijos y una tarjeta verde es cruel & una mala política. Juntos podemos detener esto: 

unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
▪ El cambio a la regla de carga pública propuesta por Trump es un ataque contra los inmigrantes 

legales y las familias de ciudadanos estadounidenses—y nos perjudicará a todos. 

unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
▪ Nuestras vidas deben ser definidas por la forma en que contribuimos a nuestras comunidades, no 

por la cantidad de dinero que tenemos. La nueva política de Trump pondría un precio a la 

residencia y favorecería a inmigrantes ricos. Necesitamos tomar acción y #ProtegerFamilias. Envíe 

sus comentarios hoy: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
▪ El nuevo reglamento de carga pública de Trump limitaría el acceso a alimentos saludables, 

atención médica y viviendas para las familias inmigrantes. Haría de los Estados Unidos una nación 

más enferma, más hambrienta y más pobre. Tome acción: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD 

GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
▪ La administración de Trump está atacando a las familias inmigrantes. Depende de nosotros 

detenerlo. ¡Únase a nosotros compartiendo su historia, enviando comentarios y hablando con sus 

legisladores! Para enviar un comentario hoy, visite: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment [ADD 

GRAPHIC FROM TOOLKIT] 

 
TWITTER 
 

• Nuestras vidas deben ser definidas por la forma en que contribuimos a nuestras comunidades, no 

por la cantidad de dinero que tenemos. La nueva política de Trump pondría un precio a la 

residencia y favorecería a inmigrantes ricos. Tome acción: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment 

 

https://www.unidosus.org/PublicChargeComment
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
https://protectimmigrantfamilies.unidosus.org/
http://www.unidos.us/PublicChargeComment
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• Destruir la salud y el bienestar de las familias inmigrantes es malo para nuestras comunidades y 

para el país. Tome acción: unidos.us/PublicChargeComment 

 
 

SAMPLE GRAPHICS FROM PROTECTING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 
 
All files currently stored here.   
 

1
a 

Trump just unveiled a 
proposed regulation that 
would remove tax-paying 
immigrants from the 
immigration process simply 
for accessing basic needs to 
feed their children & keep 
their families healthy. 
 
We will fight back. 
 
#ProtectFamil
ies  

DOWNLOAD HERE. 

1
b 

Trump just unveiled a 
proposed regulation that 
would remove tax-paying 
immigrants from the 
immigration process simply 
for accessing basic needs to 
feed their children & keep 
their families healthy. 
 
We will fight back. 
 
#ProtectFamil
ies  

DOWNLOAD HERE. 

http://www.unidos.us/PublicChargeComment
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10C-98itoIoQ59gB1BBPc9ZACWRbjAoN_?ogsrc=32
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z6C_z179bpFgt-kvvmaM7pQUDuLSb3Rn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H__XRwoLF8xVgw-Uo4C21Ut0_35annBt/view?usp=sharing
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2
a 

Trump’s order would punish 
parents for feeding their 
children or taking them to 
the pediatrician.  
 
Stand with us against 
Trump's cruel new attack. 
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

3
a 

How you contribute to your 
community — not what you 
look like or the contents of 
your wallet — should be 
what matters most.  
 
This new order is Trump at 
his worst.  
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

3
b 

How you contribute to your 
community — not what you 
look like or the contents of 
your wallet — should be 
what matters most.  
 
This new order is Trump at 
his worst.  
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UqwUhk1gyS0-mYVD_ha3G_fYSWz6knDm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XHlrEtZNktIraQWOaZNQqc6BjSzMzCJ2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nQWht1e3RmPXxM43bRiJrbiBHVsPhBOO/view?usp=sharing
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3
c 

How you contribute to your 
community — not what you 
look like or the contents of 
your wallet — should be 
what matters most.  
 
This new order is Trump at 
his worst.  
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

4
a 

We cannot sit idly by while 
Trump concocts new ways 
to separate families. 
 
Stand with us against 
Trump's cruel new order.  
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

4
b 

We cannot sit idly by while 
Trump concocts new ways 
to separate families. 
 
Stand with us against 
Trump's cruel new order.  
 
#ProtectFamilies 

 
DOWNLOAD HERE. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PEHrchFLZCEaa0TLM1unpwlHLxzpXK_t/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/150wOW5rtLFengrj7MeZWdTHImEkNLfEH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/117Sx6t6_P4eaQ0hxuV3d7Ts4f6LBfVjf/view?usp=sharing

