
 
Meet The Womxn Project (TWP) 

In 2017, a small group of Rhode Island grassroots organizers and local artists wanted to take a fresh 
approach to sexual and reproductive rights advocacy that harnesses the power of art, activism, and 
advocacy. They founded The Womxn Project. From 2017 - 2019, TWP focused on passage of the 
Reproductive Privacy Act, a law that, once passed, codified the right to abortion in Rhode Island. TWP’s 
approach incorporated grassroots mobilization, artistic activism projects (“artivism”), and educational 
campaigns. People have and still engage with TWP because it acts boldly and centers the needs of those 
often overlooked by racist and sexist institutions. 

TWP operates within an intersectional and reproductive justice framework1 and seeks to effect change 
through building community. Our advocacy aims to dismantle systems of oppression and uplift the voices 
of people in our communities, with a particular focus on the voices of Black, Indigenous, and Persons of 
Color (BIPOC) womxn, in order to shift power and shape the policies that will improve our communities. 
We invite all people to bring whatever tools, skills, knowledge, or time they have and apply it to our 
mission.  

TWP’s Board consists of seven members, three of which are womxn of color.  TWP is a volunteer-led 
organization with no paid staff. 

Our Work 

Comprehensive Reproductive Healthcare for All Rhode Islanders 

● Passed the Reproductive Privacy Act of 2019 (RPA), a law that codifies the right to abortion in 
Rhode Island 

● Leading the advocacy campaign for the Equality in Abortion Coverage Act, a bill that will expand 
Medicaid and state insurance coverage for abortion services 

 
1
 As defined by SisterSong, a woman of color reproductive justice collective, reproductive justice is “the 

human right to maintain personal bodily autonomy, have children, not have children, and parent the 
children we have in safe and sustainable communities.”  



○ Reintroduced in the Senate on  
○ Will be introduced in the House on Feb. 23 
○ Advocacy efforts ongoing 

● Clean Budget: The Womxn Project was proud to be part of an effort to secure the passage and 
enactment of the RPA. However, if we allow policies to remain in place that take away health 
benefits and make care unaffordable, then that right is taken away. To that end, on February 2, 
2021, TWP sent a letter to Governor Raimondo and Lt. Gov. McKee requesting that the Rhode 
Island state budget for FY2022 eliminates abortion coverage restrictions. 

○ https://thewomxnproject.org/clean-budget-2022/  
○ Advocacy efforts ongoing 

● Exposing Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs): With the assistance of Brown University students, 
TWP is drafting a report on the Rhode Island CPCs. The report will then be a tool to drive 
legislation that requires CPCs to publicly disclose their funding sources.  Report to be released in 
March 2021 

Open, Accessible Government for All Rhode Islanders 

● In November 2020, TWP led 41 organizations to sign onto a letter to the Rhode Island General 
Assembly urging it to adopt procedures that will make the legislative process more transparent 
and accessible to all Rhode Islanders. 

○ https://thewomxnproject.org/transparency-in-government/  
● In January 2021, Executive Director Jocelyn Foye testified before the House Rules Committee on 

the value of making these changes  
● The House has adopted some of these measures through rule changes 
● TWP will continue to advocate that these changes continue and positive changes in response to 

COVID-19 public health measure, such as remote testimony opportunities, be made permanent 

Our Methods 

At its core, TWP is a grassroots organization led by community organizers and artists.  Pre-COVID, TWP 
was a constant presence at the Rhode Island State House and anywhere we needed to show up and 
support positive change. Since the start of the pandemic, we have had to reconfigure our methods. To 
respect public health protocols, our events are now virtual. That said, when justice requires, we still 
show up, masked of course.  To learn more about TWP, check out our website. 

 
So much is at stake right now – from what economic recovery looks like to making sure we don’t roll 
back the progress we have made on reproductive rights. TWP needs your support more than ever!  

 
 
The Womxn Project (TWP) is a nonprofit that combines art and activism to influence policy that will 
increase bodily autonomy, comprehensive reproductive healthcare, and racial justice.  TWP’s tenacity is 
one of the reasons why in 2019, Rhode Island passed a law that codified the right to abortion.  Even 
during this pandemic, TWP has been working hard to get folks involved locally and nationally (hard to do 
while social distancing!) to support each other and to use their voice to actively support Black 
communities and an anti-racist agenda.  TWP does the work.   
 

https://thewomxnproject.org/

