
Depolarizing Within (Standard Online) 

Slide 40:  Blue Depolarizing Script (if most participants are blue) 
 
Polarizer:  Did you hear about the latest school shooting?  The Republicans in Congress get their 
campaign funds from the gun lobby and the rest of the Republicans act like they would rather 
see kids get killed than support the simplest gun control measures.  
 
Depolarizer:  Yes, I’m beyond upset that we can’t agree on even basic gun regulations to keep 
our schools and communities safer. 
 
Polarizer: Agreed.  All those gun nuts are putting their personal hobby over the safety of our 
children.  I’ve got relatives in that camp. I don’t get it. 
 
Depolarizer:   I’ve also had trouble understanding the other side, and so I’ve been trying to step 
back and listen and read about where they are coming from.  
 
Polarizer:  Where could they be coming from except willful ignorance? 
 
Depolarizer:  That’s about where I started.  What I’ve been learning is that the gun rights folks 
come from a lot of different places.  Some grew up with guns and it’s part of their family 
culture.  Some fear for their personal safety and guns make them feel safer.  For some it’s 
mostly about the Second Amendment which represents personal freedom from government 
over-reach.  These different groups have different ideas about appropriate regulation of guns. 
Of course, we mostly only hear about the ones who oppose virtually all regulations. 
 
Polarizer:  Who in the world can oppose bans on weapons of war in the hands of ordinary 
people, and keeping guns away from people who are mentally unstable? 
 
Depolarizer:  From what I’ve been learning, I think there are a lot of gun owners who would 
agree with you about automatic weapons and people who are mentally unstable.  There are 
some reasonable people on the other side who want to be reassured that we don’t want to 
take their personal guns. 
 
Polarizer: Well, that’s good to know. 
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Depolarizing Within (Standard Online) 

 
Slide 40:  Red Depolarizing Script (if most participants are red) 
 
Polarizer:  The Democrats in Congress are playing on people’s fears after these terrible school 
shootings.  And the rest of those liberals seem determined to force us to accept government 
control of our lives.  They must know that only the tiniest fraction of guns are used to hurt 
other people.  They want to start with the Second Amendment and then take away our First 
Amendment free speech if it’s not politically correct.  We can’t let them get away with it. 
 
Depolarizer:  I’m with you on the Second Amendment. It’s in the Bill of Rights for a reason, and 
I’m worried that it’s threatened right now.  
 
Polarizer:  Right. The liberals know what they’re doing to our freedoms. 
 
Depolarizer:  Can I offer another thought about this?  [After a yes] I don’t know if I mentioned 
that I’ve gone to a Braver Angels workshops (that’s a group working on depolarizing the 
country), and I’ve talked to some liberals who don’t fit the stereotypes I’ve had on the gun 
issue.  So, I’m starting to think about it differently. 
 
Polarizer:  What did they say? 
 
Depolarizer.  The ones I’ve talked with respect the Second Amendment and some of them own 
guns themselves.  I’m sure there are rabid anti-gun liberals out there, but I now think there are 
a lot of reasonable liberals who want things like gun safety programs and keeping guns out of 
hands of people who are mentally unstable or spouse abusers.  Many on our side agree with 
these ideas. 
 
Polarizer:  Well, if they are reasonable, why aren’t they speaking out against the crazies on their 
side? 
 
Depolarizer: I wish they would, and there are some crazies on our side (like the conspiracy 
theorists who deny school shootings).  But most of us are closer to a sensible middle than we 
realize.  At least that’s what I’ve come to believe. 
 
Polarizer: I hope you’re right. 
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