Native Son Wins Derby, Celebrating the 89th Annual Tournament

The venerable West Palm Beach Fishing Club (WPBFC) hosted the ‘World's Oldest Sailfish Tournament’ in early January 2026.  The tournament fleet was limited to 50 boats and sold out once again.  Everything from large sportfish to smaller center console boats were represented on the water, all rigged to catch and release Atlantic sailfish.  The 4-line tournament had teams vying for some of sailfishing’s most coveted awards. 

Started in 1935, this patriarch of billfish tournaments played an important role by attracting people from across the country to the Palm Beaches as a way to stimulate tourism and business at a time when the region needed it most, the years following the Great Depression.  

Today the tournament continues to draw some of the finest captains, anglers and crews to compete during sailfish season.  Native Son & Captain Art Sapp took Top Boat honors in the 2026 Derby as the 60’ Hatteras finished with a total of 8 sailfish releases.  This was Captain Art Sapp’s 3rd time winning the historic Derby at the helm.  It’s hard to make it all come together during the 2 days of tournament fishing.  With a fleet full of several well equipped and experienced fishing operations, it is quite the accomplishment to have multiple Derby wins under his belt.  Many crew members on the Native Son have fished with Art for all 3 tournament victories. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Derby’s top angler award is the Mrs. Henry R. Rea trophy.  The magnificent silver sailfish sculpture dates back to the event’s origin and is sponsored by Elizabeth Richebourg Rea of Connecticut.  The Rea Trophy remains one of the crown jewels in all of angling and was an important piece in “luring” anglers to come experience the fishery starting in the 1930s.  Matthew Rodriguez of team Priceless won the trophy with 5 total releases and will have his name forever etched into tangible sailfishing history. 

The Derby’s historical significance to the area and longstanding support of billfish conservation have been the Derby’s hallmark. Perhaps the most notable conservation contribution of the Silver Sailfish Derby is the development of the red release pennant.  Today, the little red pennant is recognized around the world as a way to signify a sailfish release. The WPBFC began flying pennants in 1938 and was the first to promote the use of releases flags.

With such excitement around the fishery off the Palm Beaches, and no shortage of boats wanting to compete and test their luck tournament fishing, the next Silver Sailfish Derby is sure to be another good one.  The West Palm Beach Fishing Club looks forward to the 90th running of the historic event in 2027. 
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