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June 7, 2021 

Cloister thoughts... 

A Remembrance of You… 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of 
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” 

     Philippians 1:3-5 
 

Paul had a loving relationship with the church at Philippi.  It 
was instituted during his second of three missionary journeys 
through Asia Minor.  Paul contended with hardships and mis-
understandings as he proclaimed Christ to the Gentile world.  
The church at Philippi in a singular and magnificent manner 
offered Paul a renewed confidence in his calling.  The outpour-
ing of love and affection marked his relationship with a special 
people. 

In this time of transition with you, memories flood my mind.  
From the first day till now the cup of blessing has continued to 
overflow.  Arriving at Hayes Barton when I was forty-eight years 
old, Joy and I were empty nesters.  Our children were pursuing 
their educational goals.  You immediately embraced our family 
with grace and unceasing prayer.  Our granddaughters bring 
rays of sunshine and love into our lives. 

Joy’s father was able to visit us our first holiday season here 
prior to his death just a few weeks later.  You joined us in the 
grief of the untimely death of my brother and the sweet passing 
of my mother following a fourteen-year battle with Alzheimer’s.  
You have rejoiced with us in our pinnacle moments and you 
have extended prayerful support in our deepest pain and grief. 

Joy is a gift from God to me.  She is the joy of my life and brings 
incredible gifts to ministry.  Her voice continues to inspire new 
depths in my faith.  Being a minister’s wife is no easy task, but 
Joy lives out her life with such grace and love.  She will now 
have much more of my time, not sure she will consider that at 
blessing. 

You have included us in family gatherings and social functions.  
At Christmas you graciously reminded us of God’s gift-giving in 
showering us with your generosity.   

I thank God for the treasured memories of our times together: 

 moments of sorrow reaching depths that can only be felt, 
but seldom articulated; 

 sheer joy in baptizing tons of babies and introducing them 
to the family of God; 

 receiving hundreds of new members as they have been 
drawn to the energy in this place; 

 extending the words of invitation and welcome at the Table 
for all; 

 confirming youth into the fellowship as disciples of Jesus 
Christ; 

 celebrating all the saints who have gone before us with the 
promise of resurrection; 

 officiating tons of weddings and offering blessings for new 
life in marriage; 

 working alongside others in the vision, design and renova-
tion of the sanctuary and new pipe organ; 

 witnessing the inspiration and empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit in the vision, design and building of The Well; 

 the awe of God’s love through members cheerfully giving 
to make the new additions possible; 

 Harvest Tables and Cradle Gifts; 
 packed Christmas Eve services with the exuberance of tiny 

tots lifting the rafters early and then the evening transitions 
into peaceful hush as we gathered at Table at midnight; 

 triumphal entries of Palm Sunday igniting a Holy Week 
journey of Christ’s role model of compassion, of suffering - 
giving way to Sunrise Easter Services to light the Paschal 
Candle; 

 packed Easter services with trumpet blasts of “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today”; 

 Costa Rica Mission Teams, ZOE Teams to Zambia, Rwanda, 
Hearts and Hands for Haiti Teams, Guatemala Work 
Teams, Disaster Work Teams, Scattered  to Serve; 

 Lectionary Bible Studies, Disciple Bible Studies, Christian 
Believers Studies, Dr. Mickey Efird, Covenant Bible Studies; 

 Spiritual Renewals with Dr. Leonard Sweet, Dr. Zan 
Holmes; Dr. Michael Battle; Bishop Bob Morgan; 

 beautiful, creative productions of The Last Supper, Madri-
gal Dinners, Joseph, Children of Eden, Mosaics orchestrat-
ed by Mike Trexler; 

 unconditional love modeled and bestowed upon us by our 
Starnes Class members; 

 joy in supporting Laurie and Ellen in their vision and nur-
turing of several classes of Wee Care children; 

 hugs which have affirmed the love of Christ we have for 
each other; 

 meeting five new people each week as we depart and “act 
like we have been to Church”.               (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1)  All this, and much more, comes flooding 
over me in such a moment and I can only respond with im-
mense gratitude for the sacredness and meaning of it all.  My 
life has been profoundly changed and enriched because of you. 

My heart rejoices and my life blessed by those wonderful per-
sons who have been my colleagues in this ministry: 

 sharing the pulpit with Roberta Byrum, John Crow, LuAnn 
Charlton, Jesse Baker, Laura Fine Ledford, Matt Ashburn; 

 journeying with Adam Charville and deeply appreciating 
and revering his depth of faith and compassion for all; 

 walking with Molly White and learning more of the golden 
nuggets of our heritage and the possibilities yet to be real-
ized; 

 witnessing congregational care from Eric Carson; 
 coming alongside Becky Balentine in years of cultivating 

hospitality and evangelism and then her congregational 
support and her abiding, compassionate love for our In-
Crowd; 

 caring for our lay ministry through the visions and dreams 
of Paula Buckhalt and Jennifer Hollerung; 

 creative and new programs by Amy Piland to connect 
members in the life and ministry of serving Christ; 

 youth ministry gifts shared by Allison Bingham, Jeff 
McCauley, Mike Ellington, Emily Newman, Josh French, Joy 
Van Staalduinen, Davis Coster; 

 Rachel Carter’s loyalty and care in nurturing the youth in 
the path of discipleship; 

 appreciating the gifts and dedication of Russell Wilcox, 
Ruth Stevens, Tricia Ligon, Debbie Carmichael for diligent 
work in keeping the finances of the church in good order; 

 welcoming the expertise Brooks Wicker will bring to the 
finance ministry; 

 thanking Dawn Armfield for support and Melanie Iversen 
for years of dedicated service in welcoming and directing 
members in places to serve God in this building; 

 welcoming Cheryl Fortineau as she journeys as executive 
assistant; 

 affirming the capable leadership of Amy Mattheis and Mary
-Kathryn Connor in providing exceptional learning in the 
weekday preschool; 

 thanking Marjorie Freeman, Lise Sherlin, and Anna Sledge 
for years of coordinating and providing leadership in our 
nursery care; 

 acknowledging the exceptional creativity and loyalty of 
Laurie Harrell in ministry to the children; 

 the gifts and talents of Sally Bates and her faithful leader-
ship in the One Lord of All Commission; 

 offerings of love and devotion of Ellen Safrit, Liz Merritt in 
our preschool ministries; 

 appreciating the care and devotion of Karen Skaggs for our 
little ones; 

 appreciating the impeccable record keeping of our mem-
bership by Anna Stidham; 

 thanksgiving for Kelly Donaldson and his technology 
maintenance and Guy Smith as audiovisual consultant; 

 appreciating Sylvia Gill serving as reception coordinator; 
 sharing the joy of marriage with Jerry Lachapelle as wed-

ding coordinator; 
 thanksgiving for the loyalty and dedication and service of 

Doug Gill and Virginia Doty as assistant; 
 appreciating the food service offered by Robert Seaitz, Lu-

Ann Rudolph, Melanie West, Julie Gilbert and the coordi-
nation of our servers by Tracy Vinson Rawls; 

 acknowledging the musical gifts of Bill Shelton and David 
Witt; 

 sharing in ministry with the exceptional gifts of Stephen 
Aber and thankful for his innate gifts to create worship; 

 loving the shared ministry of Owen Fitzgerald and Kermit 
Braswell as pastor emeritus; 

 thanksgiving for the skills of Tim Price in missions and 
now serving as executive director; 

 appreciating the musical gifts of Laura Young, Diane Pette-
way and Stephen Howell with LightHouse worship; 

 affirming the talents and blessings of Blair Holland as Di-
rector of Contemporary Worship; 

 appreciating the skills and compassion of Janey Hunter in 
spiritual formation; 

 thanksgiving for the gifts and loyalty of Susan Baldwin Ste-
vens as director of children’s choirs and now as our ex-
ceptional director of communications; 

 appreciating Francisco Benitez, Robert White, Eduardo 
Hernandez, Norman Morgan for their maintenance of our 
building facilities; 

 thanksgiving for the loyalty of Marshall Parker providing 
excellent service as building superintendent; 

 sharing in the joy and creativity of designing and imple-
menting weekly worship with the gift giving of Mike 
Trexler. 

It is hard to leave a place you absolutely love.  Change is never 
easy.  The joy of the Methodist itinerancy is that right behind 
my retirement and Adam moving on to Four Oaks a gifted team 
will join Molly.  Rejoice that David Beam, Matt Ashburn and 
Laura Fine Ledford will bring great strength and energy to the 
tasks at hand.  A good measure of their success among you will 
depend upon the kind of reception they receive from you.  
Open your hearts and lives wide and welcome your clergy into 
the vibrant ministry at Hayes Barton. 

So, as we go…my prayer is for the continued expansion of 
God’s work among you.  Be the Church that God is calling you 
to be.  I hold you in my heart because of the knowledge and 
love we have shared.  I so very much want you to know that a 
significant measure of who I am and what I have hoped to be-
come will be forever tied to this place. 

“I thank my God every time I remember You…” 

I Love You, Rick 
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HBUMC Youth 
Raleigh Mission Week 

 

Monday, July 12  
- Friday, July 16 

This summer, we are going to 
have a Raleigh Mission Week. It 
is open to all current middle 
school and high school students. 

The week will consist of mission 
work around the city, meals to-
gether, fellowship, worship, and 
of course fun. We will not be 
staying overnight (due to COVID-
19 projections for that time) but 
we will have all other aspects of 
a mission trip included. 

Cost of the week is $150, which 
covers lunch, dinner, t-shirt, 
mission supplies, transportation, 
worship, and fun surprises.  

For questions, contact Rachel 
Carter at rcarter@hbumc.org 

Raleigh Mission Week - Adult Helpers Needed - Please sign up now!! 
 

We do not have enough adults to make this week happen currently. I ask that you would con-
sider volunteering to help during the week with the mission trip if you are able to do so. Adults 
are needed to help transport students, guide them in their mission work, and other similar ac-
tivities. You do not have to help the full week, but you would need to be able to commit to a full 
day. If we do not have enough adult help by the end of this week, I will have to can-
cel the week-long experience and do something else for those signed up. For ques-
tions, contact Rachel Carter at rcarter@hbumc.org. You can sign up to help at: 

www.hbumcyouth.com/missions  
(There is also a very rough schedule of what the hours needed each day would look like.) 

mailto:rcarter@hbumc.org
mailto:rcarter@hbumc.org
http://www.hbumcyouth.com/missions
www.hbumc.org/signups
www.hbumc.org/formation
www.hbumc.org/formation
www.hbumc.org/formation
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June 5 Reception for Our Pastors 
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Prayer Bookmarks: 05-30-21 & 06-06-21 

  
Deaths 

Eda Marlene Nelson, mother of Sherry Nelson 
Dorothy Ross, mother of Allison Thompson 

 
Ongoing Concerns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors Rick, Adam & Molly; D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

New Pastors: David Beam, Matt Ashburn, Laura Fine Ledford 
 

Our In-Crowd Members 
 

Those grieving the over 597K  
who have died from COVID in the US 

 
Our Leaders at All Levels of the Government 

Richard Birtch 
Barbara Freeze 
Sherry C. Frye 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
Jo Ann Jones 

Finlay Carter Judy 
Dave Lachapelle 
Sheila Lee-Carr 

Martha Lowrance 

Margaret Lucas 
Nancy Perry 
John Phillips 
Jane Preiss 

Rhumell Ross 
Barbara Smith 
Nancy Stamey 
Elvey Thomas 
Georgia Webb 

Three Ways to Pledge 
1. Mail in your pledge card that was sent by mail or email us to 

receive a new one.  

2. Contact Russell Wilcox at rwilcox@hbumc.org or 919-
832-6435 x1118 with your pledge.  

3. Pledge on-line at hbumc.org/give  

If you want to learn more about giving or discuss your pledge 
with Pastor Rick, Adam or Molly, please call the church. 
 

Baptisms & Confirmation on June 6 
 Olivia Scarlett Bonilla, daughter of Sara & Mario Bonilla 
 Anderson Colie Cashwell “Andy” & Jackson Burgess Cashwell 

“Jack”, sons of Kathleen & Colie Cashwell 
 Luke Abram Cashwell, son of Melissa & Colie Cashwell 
 Cooper Smith Clifton, son of Halie Sue & Colton Clifton, 

brother of Grey 
 John Cabot Grew “Cabot”, son of Mary Catherine & Joe Grew, 

brother of Ann Safrit 
 Edwards James Midgette “Ward”, son of Martha & James 

Midgette 
 William Gregory Scott, son of Betty Ann & Jamie Scott 
 Emmett Monroe Stokley, son of Peyton & Drew Stokley, 

brother of Langner 
 Cordelia Anna Brice, Mentor: Sarah McLaughlin 
 

Sympathy and Love to: 
 Sherry Nelson and family on the death of her mother, Eda 

Marlene Nelson on May 26. Her Service was held on May 30 
at Galesburg Chapel in Galesburg, Illinois. 

 Allison Thompson and family on the death of her mother, 
Dorothy Ross, on May 23 in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 

Offering Compassion: Blood Connection Blood Drive; supply donations delivered  
to Boys and Girls Clubs of Wake County and to Parkview Manor. 

mailto:rwilcox@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/give
mailto:prayer@hbumc.org


 

The Commissioner  06/07/2021 6 

Hayes Barton United Methodist Church 
2209 Fairview Road 
Raleigh, NC 27608-2240 
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JUNE 13: 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

RICK’S LAST SUNDAY 
 

1 Samuel 15:34–16:13 
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 

2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 

 

JUNE 20: 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

ADAM’S LAST SUNDAY 
 

1 Samuel 17:32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

 

JUNE 27: 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 

JULY 4: 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

In Person Worship 
 

9am LightHouse service in Holroyd Hall 
11am Traditional service in the Sanctuary (will also be live-streamed) 

 

Attendance will be limited; register to attend at hbumc.org/signups  
If you have trouble registering online, call Cheryl Fortineau at 919-832-6435 x1112. 

Nursery care for children from birth to age 4 available.  JOY Class meets at 9:50 am.  
 

Summer Adult Sunday School: June 20 - August 15 (except July 4) 
 

10:05 - 10:45 am in Holroyd Hall (will also be recorded) 
Summer Seminary: “The Seven Deadly Sins” led by our pastors (see page 3 for details) 

Events surrounding Rick’s retirement,  
Adam’s appointment & our new pastors: 

 

- A love offering will be taken up for Rick & Ad-
am. You may have received reply envelopes by mail, 
or you may give at hbumc.org/give (select Adam Char-
ville - Love Offering, and Rick Clayton - Love Offering in 
the drop-down menu). Make checks out to HBUMC. 
 

- Wednesday, June 9, 7 pm: Prayer service for Rick 
and Adam and for David, Laura, and Matt, Sanctuary  
 

- Sunday, June 13: Pastor Rick’s final Sunday 
 

- Sunday, June 20: Pastor Adam’s final Sunday 
 

- Sunday, July 4: Pastor David, Pastor Matt, and Pastor 
Laura’s first Sunday 
 

- Wednesdays, July 14, 28 and August 11: Meet our 
new pastors at a picnic 
 

ASP Spot Open for June 21-26 
 

Contact Rachel Carter ASAP at rcarter@hbumc.org 
 

Raleigh Mission Week - July 12-16 
Adult Helpers Needed!! 

 

Please sign up this week. 
See more details on page 3. 

http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:rcarter@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/newsletter
www.hbumc.org/give
www.hbumc.org/signups
www.hbumc.org/signups



