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hbumc.org 

The Commissioner 
 

September 27, 2021 

On September 19, we welcomed a child into our commu-

nity through the sacrament of baptism.     

We prayed, “With God’s help we will proclaim the good 

news and live according to the example of Christ. We will 

surround this child with a community of love and for-

giveness, that she may grow in her service to others. We 

will pray for her, that she may be a true disciple who 

walks in the way that leads to life.”    

Her parents have offered us an incredible privilege and 

responsibility - to be the arms of God, a safe place to land, 

to learn, a place to be folded into God’s embrace.     

That same day we participated in a service of death and 

resurrection, where we offered someone who had died 

back into the arms of God.     

We prayed, “Almighty God, into your hands we commend 

your son, in sure and certain hope of resurrection to eter-

nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”    

This is the profound work of the church - to hold one an-

other from cradle to grave, to be the arms of God until we 

offer one another back into the arms of God.     

God calls us to this community because we need one an-

other. As we navigate the years between cradle and grave 

there are seasons in which we will especially need the em-

brace of the community. Accepting that embrace takes 

courage. If you are receiving the love of this community in 

these days, thank you for letting us care for you.     

If you are extending the love of the community in these 

days, thank you for being the arms of God.     

I see the ways you love one another and the ways in which 

you are allowing yourself to be loved. I am daily grateful to 

be a witness.     

Peace of Christ,  

Pastor Laura    

If this community can hold you in prayer, please email 

prayer@hbumc.org. Visit hbumc.org/support to learn 

more about the ways we care for one another.     

From Pastor Laura 

Welcome Home Project - Can You Help? 
 

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 

Welcome Home Project (WHP) is a community partnership between USCRI (United States Committee for Refugees and Immi-
grants) and community organizations such as our church. As Community Sponsors, through WHP, we are critical to ensuring a 
positive arrival for new refugees. By setting up a home for refugee families, together we offer an opportunity for the family to be-
come self-sufficient in the first 3 months of arriving in their new community. Welcome Home Project is an engaging and deeply 
rewarding project for groups looking to make a difference in the lives of newly arrived refugees. How it works: USCRI partners 
with The Green Chair Project to provide all the furnishings and delivery to complete a furnished apartment! As Community Spon-
sors, we will collect and donate the furnishings itemized on this list to the Green Chair Project so that we can all partner together 
to set up homes for more refugee families! 

A list for setting up a home for a large refugee family is available at hbumc.org/signups. We are asking you to collect the 
items and donate them to The Green Chair Project by October 15. For larger items you can go directly to their website and sched-
ule a pickup; for smaller items, please take to their location (1853 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, 27604) and deliver to them directly. We 
are collecting for family sizes of 6 to 8 people. 

If you do not have any of these items and would prefer to make a monetary donation, you can donate to the Inasmuch Fund 
at HBUMC.org/give.  

mailto:prayer@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/support
www.hbumc.org/signups
www.hbumc.org/give
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Concert at HB on Friday, October 29, 7:30 pm, in the Sanctuary 
 

The NC Master Chorale performs Bewitched, a holiday concert, in our Sanctuary on Friday, October 29, at 7:30pm. Hayes Barton 
members receive a 10% discount with coupon code HBUMC when purchasing tickets at ncmasterchorale.org/season. Forty of 
the Triangle’s best voices will put a magical musical spell on you this Halloween. Join us for an evening of enchantment with a 
bubbling brew of selections from Bach, Brahms, and Britten in addition to pop and musical theatre tricks and treats. The concert 
will feature pianist Susan McClaskey Lohr along with bass and drums. 

www.ncmasterchorale.org/season
www.highlandumc.org/celtic-pilgrimage
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:amanda@highlandumc.org
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If you haven’t joined a book or bible study gathering, we have four groups beginning in October! Sign up at hbumc.org/signups 

No Cure for Being Human - Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 beginning on October 20 using the newest book by Kate Bowler - No 
Cure for Being Human: and other truths which is being released this week! Meeting in person and via Zoom. Please secure your 
own book. Contact Pastor Laura for more information at lfineledford@hbumc.org. 

Celtic Theology and Holy Friendship - Monthly meetings on the first Sunday of the month beginning October 3, from 7-8pm, 
as preparation for the October 2022 Pilgrimage Into Celtic Spirituality OR for anyone with an interest in getting a new/old perspec-
tive on faith, belief, and Christian practices. In person and via Zoom. Contact Pastor Molly for information: mwhite@hbumc.org. 

Lunch and Learn Bible Study - Experiencing the Gospels - Weekly meetings on Tuesdays in October from 12-1pm begin-
ning on October 5. We’ll be using the very short book A Beginner’s Guide to Practicing Scriptural Imagination by UM Bishop Ken-
neth H. Carter, Jr. Meeting via Zoom only, combined class with Apex UMC. Please secure your own book. Contact Pastor Molly for 
more information: mwhite@hbumc.org. 

Thursday Morning Women’s Study - Thursdays, October 7 through November 4 from 9:45-11:30am. Using many resources 
including guest speakers and various spiritual practices, we will reflect on the past pandemic year and a half: what we gleaned 
about God, ourselves and the world and how we move forward in the light of God’s Grace. Co-leaders: Kathryn Rogers and Mary 
June Jones, maryjune28@gmail.com  

New Men’s Fellowship Group - We’re kicking off a new Men’s Fellowship group at HBUMC beginning on Thursday, September 
30 at 7:30am. We’ll gather before work monthly for conversation and fellowship. Contact Michael Highsmith for more information 
at mhighsmith7@gmail.com. 

Fall Book Studies and Gatherings 

Welcome Bishop Leonard Fairley  
 

New Bishop Leonard Fairley was elect-
ed to the episcopacy in 2016 from the 
North Carolina Conference and will be 
our episcopal leader from September 1, 
2021, through December 31, 2022. He 
remains assigned to the Kentucky and Red 
Bird Conferences while providing episco-
pal coverage for the NC Conference. 

 

Bishop Fairley graduated from Pfeiffer College and Duke 
University’s School of Divinity. He served the Sanford Circuit 
twice (1984-88 and 1992-97). He also served St. Peters UMC 
in Hamlet and Soapstone UMC in Raleigh before becoming the 
Rockingham district superintendent. He served in that role for 
seven years before returning to the local church in 2012 as 
lead pastor at Saint Francis UMC in Cary. He served as the Capi-
tal district superintendent from 2015 until he was elected to 
the episcopacy. We welcome Bishop Fairley and his wife Dawn 
and pray for them as they begin their ministry in our confer-
ence.  

September is the NC Conference’s  
Season of Creation 

 

The NC Conference has spent the month of September fo-
cusing on God’s creation, and our Hayes 
Barton Creation Care team has been 
working to raise awareness, keep us 
moving toward our Green Church certifi-
cation, and making efforts to care for our 
earth. The conference’s Board of Trus-
tees released a new statement during the 
Season of Creation:  

The NC Conference seeks to be a leader in the United Meth-
odist effort to diminish, even reverse, climate change. Our 
goal is to honor God by achieving net-zero carbon emis-
sions from all North Carolina Conference-owned properties 
and ministries by 2050. As reducing over time will be more 
impactful than waiting and hoping to reduce dramatically in 
decades to come, we commit to work toward a reduction of 
carbon emissions of 50% by the year 2030 from our 2019 
output. Learn more at nccumc.org/creation 

mailto:lfineledford@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:maryjune28@gmail.com
mailto:mhighsmith7@gmail.com
www.hbumc.org/signups
mailto:rwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:dafowler71@gmail.com
mailto:graysongnichols@gmail.com
www.nccumc.org/creation
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August 2021 Finance Update 
 

Through the grace of God, our church remains in good financial condition. Our annual budget was prepared on a quarterly basis. 
The “2021 Budget YTD” numbers in the chart below represent our expectations for the end of the 3rd quarter, or September 
30th.  So the comparison below is actual results through August versus what we budgeted through September. The good news is 
that through August, we have already exceeded what we expected through September. Just 8 months into the year, we have already 
received 98% of pledged and unpledged collections we anticipated receiving by the end of September.  
 
Our net results through August show a surplus of $40k, $80k ahead of last year. However, to put this result in better context, we 
also have to consider that: 

• We expect to incur approximately $10,000 in capital expenditures beginning in September to address major items such as 
carpet, HVAC units and the like. As we fund that program, our YTD results will be reduced accordingly. However, these are 
expenses for which we have budgeted.  
• We will incur approximately $30,000 more in Outreach expenses (also included in the budget) in the last five months of this 
year than for the same period last year. 

 
The bottom line is that our actual August results will be somewhat closer to last year once these items are taken into consideration. 
Nevertheless, we expect the church to finish 2021 in good shape financially, especially if we can avoid shutdowns related to the 
pandemic.  

     Pledged Income Pledged Income Pledged Income Pledged Income                                 NonNonNonNon----Pledged Income           Other Income        Pledged Income           Other Income        Pledged Income           Other Income        Pledged Income           Other Income                                            Total Revenue          Total Revenue          Total Revenue          Total Revenue                                                  ExpensesExpensesExpensesExpenses 

8 months8 months8 months8 months 9 months9 months9 months9 months 



 

09/27/2021  The Commissioner 5 

Prayer Bookmarks: 09-19-21 & 09-26-21 
  

Deaths 
Preston Bradshaw, Jr.; Barbara Freeze; Nancy Perry 

  
Wedding 

Anne Elizabeth Drescher & Christopher George Geary  
 

 Birth 
Margaret Ruth Poor, daughter of Meredith & Chris Poor, 

granddaughter of Debbie & Doug Walter 
     

Health Concerns 
Betty Angell, Gladys Rose 

 
Ongoing Concerns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors David, Molly, Matt, and Laura 

D.S. Brady; Bishop Fairley 
 

Our In-Crowd Members 
 

Those grieving the over 687K  
who have died from COVID in the US 

 
Our Leaders at All Levels of the Government 

 
Front Desk Help Needed 

 

Help is needed on Thursdays from 1-5 pm, and on Fridays 
from 9 am-1 pm and 1-5 pm. Call Cheryl at 919-832-6435. 

 
Yarn Needed  

for Elementary SS 
 

Our elementary Sunday school kids 
would love your unused yarn for their 
prayer loom, any size, any color! A 
bin is at Stone Street entrance. For 
questions, contact Karen Skaggs at 
kskaggs@hbumc.org or 919-832-
6435 x1122. 

Tom Blalock 
Sherry C. Frye 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
Finlay Carter Green 

Sheila Lee-Carr 
Martha Lowrance 
Margaret Lucas 
Mac Newsom 
John Phillips 

Jane Preiss 
Rhumell Ross 

Deborah Lambert Sawyer 
Barbara Smith 
Nancy Stamey 
Mark Stamper 
Elvey Thomas 
Georgia Webb 

Birth 
 

Margaret Ruth Poor, daughter of Meredith & Chris Poor, 
granddaughter of Debbie & Doug Walter, was born on Sep-
tember 7. 

 

Baptisms 
 

 Hunter Henderson Knowles, son of Meagan & Tyler, broth-
er of Eliza 

 Mia Nicola Muirhead, daughter of Laurie & Adam Muir-
head, sister of Madison 

 

Congratulations to 
 

 Robert and Kate Bostrom on their marriage at HBUMC on 
September 25. 

 Anne Elizabeth Drescher and Christopher George Geary on 
their marriage at Carolina Grove in Hillsborough on Sep-
tember 18. 

 

Sympathy and Love to 
 

 Lori Constantino and family on the death of her mother, 
Barbara Freeze, on September 24. Her service will be at 
Hayes Barton on Friday, October 1, at 1 pm.  

 Barry Luck and family on the death of his mother, Pam 
Luck, on September 26 in England. 

 the family and friends of Nancy Perry, who died on Sep-
tember 14. Her service was at Hayes Barton on Sept. 20. 

 Ann Varnum and family on the death of her father, Preston 
Bradshaw, Jr. on September 10. His service was at Hayes 
Barton on September 19. 

 

Memorial Gifts Processed by September 23 
 

In Memory of Charles Blanchard by Mary & William 
Moss. 

In Honor of the wedding of Anne Drescher to the 
InAsMuch Fund by Susan Baldwin & Eric Stevens 

In Memory of Dr. Michael Ramsdell, father of Jennifer 
Ramsdell Thomas, to the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund by Sha-
ron & Elvey Thomas, Jr. 

 

Weekday Preschool Openings 
 

We have a spot in our two-day 2s class on 
Tuesday and Thursday and a spot in our 
four-day 4s class on Monday through 
Thursday. Please visit our website to learn 

more or to tour virtually at hbump.org or contact Mary-
Kathryn Connor at mkconner@hbumc.org. 
 

Elementary Movie Night: Friday, October 1 
 

Sign up for movie night! This Friday, October 1.  Bring your 
pillow, blanket, a mask and water! 
 

5:30 — 7:30 pm in the main fellowship hall 
 

www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4CACAF2CA0FF2-
elementary1 

mailto:kskaggs@hbumc.org
mailto:mkconner@hbumc.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4CACAF2CA0FF2-elementary1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4CACAF2CA0FF2-elementary1
mailto:prayer@hbumc.org
www.hbump.org
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Hayes Barton United Methodist Church 

2209 Fairview Road 

Raleigh, NC 27608-2240 

 

 

T
he C

om
m

issioner (U
S

P
S

 021732) is 

published every other w
eek. P

eriodi-

cal postage paid at R
aleigh, N

C
 by: 

 

H
A

Y
E

S B
A

R
T

O
N 

U
n

ited
 M

eth
o

d
ist C

h
u

rch
 

 

2209 F
airview

 R
oad 

R
aleigh, N

C
  27608-2240 
 

P
h: 919-832-6435 

 

w
w

w
.hbum

c.org 
 

P
o

stm
aster: 

 S
end address changes to:   

T
he C

om
m

issioner, P
O

 B
ox 6088,  

R
aleigh, N

C
 27628-6088. 
 

P
ublisher: D

oug G
ill 

dgill@
hbum

c.org
 

919-832-6435 ext. 1126 
  

S
ep

tem
b

er 27, 2021 

V
o

l. 20
, N

o
. 26

 

 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

AT 

RALEIGH, NC 

In Person Worship 
 

8:30/11 am Traditional 
9 am LightHouse 

(11 am service 
will also be live-streamed) 

 

Nursery care for children 
from birth to age 4 available. 

 

Sunday School for all ages 
 

OCTOBER 3: 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor David/Pastor Molly 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 
 

OCTOBER 10: 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor Matt/Pastor Molly 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22:1-15 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

 

OCTOBER 17: 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor David/Pastor Molly 

Covid19 Update 
 

Please continue to follow CDC guidelines  
and wearing a mask while at church. 

 

Youth Yard Sale Fundraiser 
Saturday, October 30 

Start Saving Your Donations Now 
 

The youth are going to be having their yearly yard sale 
fundraiser on Saturday, October 30! Donations will be 
received from Wednesday, October 27, after 7 pm 
through Friday, October 29. Start saving your donations 
now! You can shop the yard sale on Saturday, October 
30th, and also buy some Brunswick stew on Sunday, 
October 31! All proceeds will go towards helping fund 
the youth summer mission trips for 2022! 

See page 3 for details 

Family Promise Host Week: Oct. 17-24 
 

 Due to the pandemic, our guests will be staying in accommodations provided by Family Prom-
ise rather than at HBUMC. You can donate to the fund to provide food for our host weeks 
at hbumc.org/give; select Family Promise in the drop-down menu.  

http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/newsletter
www.hbumc.org/formation
www.hbumc.org/give

