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Key Definitions from Women Against Abuse: 
- Intimate Partner Violence (IPV): physical, sexual, and/or economic abuse perpetrated by

someone you are or were in a romantic or dating relationship with
- Domestic Violence (DV): physical, sexual, and/or economic abuse perpetrated by

anyone you might live with (parent, spouse, child, siblings, etc.)

Unfortunately, IPV/DV among the LGBTQ+ community is widely overlooked in the extant 
research. However, using what information we do have and putting various data points in 
conversation with one another, we can fairly assume that when LGBTQ+ folks, and especially 
trans women, experience IPV/DV, their risks of experiencing economic insecurity are 
significantly higher than their non-LGBTQ+ identified peers.  

Among the general U.S. population, 32.9% have experienced IPV (Brown & Herman, 2015). 
The limited available research consistently concludes that this rate is higher among bisexual 
women (42.9-56.9%), but findings are inconsistent on whether this rate is increased or 
decreased among lesbian women, with estimates of lifetime IPV ranging from 25.0-40.4% 
(Brown & Herman, 2015). Purposive studies suggest that 31.1-50% of transgender people 
experience IPV in their lifetimes (Brown & Herman, 2015). A 2011 report of the National 
Transgender Discrimination Survey reported that the rate of homelessness among transgender 
people who experienced domestic violence was 4x higher than among those who had not 
(Grant et al., 2011).   

At present, the most comprehensive study we have to document Trans experience in the U.S. is 
the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey. This study concluded that transgender folks are more than 
2x as likely to be living in poverty than the general U.S. population; this increases to more than 
3x as likely among trans people of color (Herman et al., 2015). We expect that these metrics do 
not precisely reflect the present situation, given both the age of the study and the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, we know based on studies conducted during the past two 
years, that rates of DV/IPV have increased in general, and these effects tend to be exacerbated 
at the intersections of LGBTQ+ identity and race (Boserup et al., 2020). This renders black trans 
women the most vulnerable, both to IPV/DV and its reaching effects (including economic and 
housing insecurity). 
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In the course of the pandemic (thus far) trans people, and trans women in particular, were made 
especially vulnerable to experiencing homelessness, and/or financial insecurity. The number of 
trans people experiencing homelessness increased by 88% between 2016-2020 (Transgender 
Homeless Adults & unsheltered homelessness: What the data tell us 2020).  
 
Brown & Herman’s 2015 Report “Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual Abuse Among LGBT 
People: A Review of Existing Research” Reports the Following Statistics:  

- Only one study to date has studied the difference in rates of IPV for cisgender vs. 
transgender people and reported that transgender people have are more than 10% more 
likely to experience IPV 

- Bisexual women are 1.8x more likely to report ever having experienced IPV and 2.6x 
more likely to report having experienced IPV sexual violence compared to heterosexual 
women (Brown & Herman, 2015; Smith et al., 2015) 

- Purposive studies suggest that 31.1-50% of transgender people experience IPV in their 
lifetimes (Brown & Herman, 2015) 

 
According to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey:  

- 54% of overall respondents had experienced some form of IPV in their lifetime; these 
rates were higher among those who had done sex work (77%) and among those who 
had experienced homelessness (72%)  

- 50% of undocumented transgender people had experienced homelessness in their 
lifetime and 68% had experienced intimate partner violence  

- 15% of trans people were unemployed, compared to 5% of the general U.S. population  
- 29% of trans people were living in poverty, compared to 14% of the general U.S. 

population  
- 16% of trans people reported losing a job in their lifetime because of gender 

identity/expression; 27% reported being denied a promotion or being hired for a job due 
to gender identity/expression 

 
 
 

The following resource from the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs provides 
factsheets (including information about people’s rights when interacting with the police), 
templates for assessing risk and creating emergency preparedness plans, and a list of 
additional resources:  

● “Community Action Toolkit for Addressing Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Transgender People”  https://avp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/04/ncavp_trans_ipvtoolkit.pdf 

 
 
 
For more information about the Gender Wealth Institute, please contact Kelly Sheard, GWI 
Director, at ksheard@womensway.org 
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