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Who is a key person who supported you in becoming a 
gerontological nurse educator? 
I would say my extended family of older adults who supported & 
encouraged me during my lifetime to see the world in a more 
holistic & sacred manner.  

Favorite experience as a gerontological nurse expert
educator? 
Inspiring interprofessional health care students at all levels to see
aging in a more positive light, even if they don’t pursue
gerontology/geriatrics. It has been a true blessing to have students
embrace caring for older adults because of something they learned
from me in the classroom or in my clinical practice.  

Where would you  like to see gerontological nursing 
education to be at in 5 years? 
I envision with the growing number of older adults globally that 
more attention will be paid to the fact that aging is a specialty and 
requires appropriate education & experience to provide the 
highest level of accurate, safe care to older adults. I would really 
hope that gerontology does not remain the “stepchild” of our 
health care educational system; not all nurses are prepared to care 
for older adults. There is in-depth knowledge & all types of 
experiences that students should be having in their educational 
process in order to be competent in especially care of frail, 
vulnerable older adults of all cultural groups.  

Key words of wisdom for those nurses interested in 
becoming a distinguished educator in gerontological 
nursing education? 
With human beings living longer, a career in gerontology definitely 
has job security but also is filled with satisfaction & meaning – 
both professionally & personally. Being invited in to care for an 
older adult allows me the opportunity to learn from them, to 
discover their values/dreams & help them live the best life they 
can every day until their last breath. It also affords me the 
opportunity to provide realistic hope & support their unique 
individuality  – providing dignity & respect to the end. There is not 
a better privilege or blessing than that experience! 

What motivated you to become a gerontological nurse 
educator? 
I was blessed to have both sets of grandparents & 3 sets of great 
grandparents growing up. Additionally, all the “grands” were from 
very large farming families so I had lots of great aunts & uncles. 
Although most lived out of the state I grew up in, we visited them 
frequently in the summer & it was always a time of fun & joy. I 
admired their wisdom & the stories they told – which were so very 
different from a “city kids” perspective & experience. We also  
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attended all of the funerals over the years which were a celebration of their lives; I 
learned that death is part of life, not something to be feared or not spoken about. It 
was from my love & respect for my older relatives as unique individuals with incredible 
experiences (my phrase = “living history books”) that I decided on gerontology! I 
learned so much from their living & their dying!


