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What motivated you to become a gerontological nurse 
educator? 

Who is a key person who supported you in becoming a 
gerontological nurse educator? 

Favorite experience as a gerontological nurse expert
educator? 
When a former student won a local award and thanked
me as the person who helped her become a wonderful
nurse. 

The incredible value of our aging population and the 
need for experts in the field.   

Janet Specht and Paula Mobily 

Where would you  like to see gerontological nursing 
education to be at in 5 years? 
In every curriculum and listed as a core course in 
nursing education. 

Key words of wisdom for those nurses interested in 
becoming a distinguished educator in gerontological 
nursing education? 

The work you are doing matters.  It is important to 
recognize the value of providing such a rich 
perspective on aging and aging health.   

About Kim 
Dr. Bergen-Jackson has over thirty years experience in Gerontological Nursing and 
Long-Term Care.  She started her career as a Certified Nursing Assistant after high 
school and became an LPN in 1987.  Kim spent the next 18 years working as a charge 
nurse in a number of nursing homes in Iowa, Washington, and Georgia.  While 
working full-time at Oaknoll, Kim returned to school in 2005 to get her RN degree. 
 She received her BSN in 2006, her MSN in 2008, and went on to graduate from the 
University of Iowa with her PhD in 2012.  In addition to her degrees, Kim is board 
certified in Gerontological nursing by the American Nurse Credentialing Center 
(ANCC) and was recognized as a Distinguished Educator by the National Hartford 
Center of Gerontological Nursing Excellence in 2018.  Over the years, she has 
developed a broad knowledge base of aging, long-term care services and supports, 
and leadership. 
 
Dr. Bergen-Jackson is currently the Administrator at Oaknoll Retirement Residence in 
Iowa City, IA.  She is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work 
and the College of Nursing at the University of Iowa.  She is an independent 
consultant for aging and long-term care services, and an Expert Litigative Consultant 
for the United States Department of Justice.  Kim serves on the Board of Directors for 
LeadingAge Iowa and Iowa Nurses Association.  She also participates in the Nursing 
Home Advisory Group and Public Policy committees for LeadingAge Iowa.  Kim is a 
member of the American Nurses Association, the Iowa Nurses Association, 
LeadingAge, the Iowa Aging Services Network, and the Pioneer Network.   
 
Dr. Bergen-Jackson is involved in various nursing research projects at the state and 
national level.  She is a Fellow of the Geriatric Nursing Leadership Academy through 
Sigma Theta Tau and a John A. Hartford Foundation Scholar. Kim has been a 
preceptor at Oaknoll for countless nursing students from the University of Iowa, Mt. 
Mercy College, Upper Iowa University, and Walden University.  She has been affiliated 
with Oaknoll for over 18 years.   


