
What motivated you to become a gerontological nurse
educator? 
The loss of my grandmother when I was an undergraduate
nursing student is what led me to the field of geriatrics.
 Since then I have always had a passion for geriatrics and
throughout my clinical career worked to educate students
and colleagues.  While a doctoral student I was very
fortunate to be selected as an NHCGNE Patricia Archbold
Predoctoral Scholar which allowed me to explore formal
development opportunities in gerontological nursing
education, hone my skills as a nurse educator, and
motivated me to continue along the path of a gerontological
nurse educator.   
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Who is a key person who supported you in becoming a
gerontological nurse educator? 
The support of my husband and two daughters have been
invaluable.  I have also been extremely lucky to have had
amazing mentors throughout my career.  Patricia Clark, Ph.D.
at Georgia State University, Jean Wyman, Ph.D. at the
University of Minnesota, Mary Palmer, Ph.D. at UNC-Chapel
Hill and J Taylor Harden, Ph.D. have all been instrumental in
my professional development.    

Favorite experience as a gerontological nurse expert
educator? 
I lead my undergraduate and graduate nursing students
through a simulation activity where they physically
“become” older adults to help them better understand the
physical and sensory challenges many older adults face.  My
best experiences have been watching them enjoy and have
fun with this activity!  I think it gives them the opportunity
to understand these conditions in a practical way.    

Where would you  like to see gerontological nursing 
education to be at in 5 years? 
It’s an exciting time to be an educator! Within the next 
5 years, I see more movement toward interprofessional 
training where nurses learn alongside other professions 
(e.g. physicians, etc.)—especially at the level of 
advanced nursing practice. I also see more simulation 
and technology being used in the learning environment. 

Key words of wisdom for those nurses interested in becoming a
distinguished educator in gerontological nursing education? 

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “It is today that we must create the world
of the future”.  My advice would be to visualize the kind of healthcare
environment you would want for your grandparents, yourselves, and
your children.  Use your talents and gifts to inspire and educate future
nurses now so that dream can become a reality.   
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