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PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM

Title of Study:  An Anthropology of Rodents and Rodent Science Communication: A comparative study of pest knowledge producers in British Columbia and in Alberta 

Principal Investigator:				Dr. Darcie DeAngelo
							Assistant Professor 
							Faculty of Arts	
							Department of Anthropology
							University of Alberta
							Edmonton, AB
							780-492-3879
							deangelo@ualberta.ca


You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you take part, a member of the study team is available to explain the project and you are free to ask any questions about anything you do not understand. You will be given a copy of this form for your records.

Why am I being asked to take part in this research study?  
You are being asked to take part in this research study because you have expressed interest in sharing your stories about your encounters with rodents and you are over 18 years old. You also may be a rodent manager in British Columbia or in Alberta. 

The goal of this study is to explore the challenges and successes of rodent management in two different provinces with different rodent management needs. The researchers want 1) to understand frictional encounters between humans and rodents; 2) to analyze how knowledge producers navigate and address these frictional encounters through pest management and science communication; and 3) to assess the efficacy of their navigation through follow ups with the people who have those encounters and through rodent wildlife data. 

The people who manage rodents and the people who encounter rodents have the expertise to give us this information. We know that oftentimes, these people are not listened to and we want to create a space where their expertise can be heard.



What is the reason for doing the study?  

This study exists in part because pest species are on the rise due to climate change. As the historically rat-free province of Alberta and its bordering rat-populated province, BC, both have increasing urbanization and human population growth, the danger for rodents as an invasive species and zoonotic disease vectors is especially concerning. Rodents are nuisance animals that cause harm to humans and, yet, are drastically understudied. Understanding both the frictional encounters between rodents and humans as well as how rodent managers navigate and intervene in them will help pest management become more effective as well as reduce the harm rodents cause humans. 

What will I be asked to do? 

You will be taking part in two interviews, an initial interview about your experiences with rodents and a follow-up six-twelve months later. If you consent, the interviews will be audio-recorded without any identifying information included. If not, the researcher will note your answers on a questionnaire. The interview can take 30 minutes to 1.5 hours, depending on how much detail you go into regarding your rat encounters.

If you are a rodent manager, you will also have researchers follow along with you during professional activities, taking observational notes while you conduct rat trappings, rat infestation research, professional meetings, etc. This will involve a tour of your farm and the researcher asking you questions about why rodents are a problem, which rodents are a problem, and how you solve these problems.

Notes and interviews will be transcribed onto a secure server and completely separate from any identifying information.

Anything you do not want to be included in the study will be excluded, at your word. Anything you want to be included will be included. Any time you do not want to answer a question, you can say that you do not want to answer. You are free to withdraw from the study at any time and your data will be expunged from the study if you want.

With your consent, anonymized data study information will be stored in a secure data repository to facilitate future research.


What are the risks and discomforts?  

There is a risk of some discomfort when recounting your experiences with rodents. Some people may experience bad feelings when describing rodents and their encounters with them. If you need to take breaks during the interviews or if you would rather not describe things that make you uncomfortable, feel free to skip questions or stop the interview at any time.

It is not possible to know all of the risks that may happen in a study, but the researchers have taken all reasonable safeguards to minimize any known risks to a study participant.



What are the benefits to me? 

This study intends to take note of two groups of people who have expertise on rodents: 1. Those who have encounters with them and 2. Those who have to manage them as professionals. You may feel a sense of pride of having your knowledge included as expertise.

In addition, your expertise will benefit a wider goal of knowledge about rodent management and rodent science communication.  1. For academic audiences and scholarly associations, researching rodents addresses gaps in both sociological and biological fields. By researching the sociocultural issues that condition rat knowledge production, scientists will better know how to navigate the norms and barriers to their research and anthropologists will better know how to integrate commensal nuisance creatures, also reframing human beings as generalist pest species; 2. For practitioner circles in pest industries, the research will provide evidence for best practices when it comes to effective pest management, navigating stigmas around pest management, and pest science communication; 3. For policymakers in BC and AB, the research provides evidence on how policies should address the frictional encounters between humans and rodents and what potential barriers and solutions may arise; and 4. For the public, the research will result in better science communication about rodent management. 


Do I have to take part in the study?  
Being in this study is your choice.  If you decide to be in the study, you can change your mind and stop being in the study at any point. To withdraw from the study please let someone on the research team know—this can be at any point during data collection, even during the interview itself. Data collection will last until May 30, 2027. You will receive reminders of this and updates regarding data collection in case you want to withdraw from the study.

If you would like all or some of your data expunged from the study, your data will be deleted.
Even if you remain in the research study, you may choose to withdraw some or all of your responses by contacting anyone on the research team by the end of the data collection in May 2027. We are unable to remove your answers after that time because we will anticipate data outputs (such as publications) to be drafted after that date. 

You may refuse to answer questions that you do not want to answer.


Will my information be kept private?  
During this study we will do everything we can to make sure that all information you provide is kept private.  No information relating to this study that includes your name will be released outside of the researcher’s office or published by the researchers unless you give us your express permission. Sometimes, by law, we may have to release your information with your name so we cannot guarantee absolute privacy. However, we will make every legal effort to make sure that your information is kept private 

When your interview is transcribed, we will assign a pseudonym (fake name) to protect your identity. If you would like to choose your own fake-name or if you choose to use your real name, please indicate this on the last page of this document.

All identifying information will be kept on a separate physical hard drive from the data we collect. De-identified data will be kept on a Gmail server with the University of Alberta and password protected. Because gmail servers are located outside of Canada, the data information is stored outside of Canada and it may be subject to the privacy legislation of those territories which may include access by governmental agents.

During research studies it is important that the data we get is accurate. For this reason, your data, including your name, may be looked at by people from the Research Ethics Board.

After the study is done, we will still need to securely store your data that was collected as part of the study. The data will be stored in a password protected server with the University of Alberta gmail drives. At the University of Alberta, we keep data stored for a minimum of 5 years. Identifiable data (like the physical hard drive of consent forms) will be destroyed after the 5-year minimum, but the anonymized/de-identified data will be kept indefinitely for the purpose of research re-use.

After the study is done, study data will be stored in a secure data repository, in a gmail drive with the University of Alberta to facilitate re-use of the data by approved researchers.  Any personal information, such as your first and last name that could identify you will be removed or changed prior to sharing study data with other researchers. Any researcher who wants to use this data must have the new project reviewed by an ethics board and sign an agreement ensuring your confidentiality and restricting data use only to the approved project. Your data may be linked with other data for research purposes only to increase the usefulness of the data, as subject to scientific and ethical oversight as mentioned above. 


What if I have questions?
If you have any questions about the research now or later, please contact Dr. Darcie DeAngelo at deangelo@ualberta.ca.

If you have any questions regarding your rights as a research participant, you may contact the University of Alberta Research Ethics Office at ethics@ualberta.ca or (780)492-2615 and quote Ethics ID Pro00155483. This office is independent of the researchers.

The study is being conducted/sponsored by the Social Science and Humanities Research Council’s Insight Development Grant. The Institution and Principal Investigator are getting money from the study sponsor to cover the costs of doing this study. You are entitled to request any details concerning this compensation from the Principal Investigator.





How do I indicate my agreement to be in this study? 
By signing below, you understand:

· That you have read the above information and have had anything that you do not understand explained to you to your satisfaction.
· That you will be taking part in a research study.
· That you may freely leave the research study at any time.
· That you do not waive your legal rights by being in the study
· That the legal and professional obligations of the researchers and involved institutions are not changed by your taking part in this study.
· That you agree to the data being stored as part of a data repository (where applicable)

SIGNATURE OF STUDY PARTICIPANT

_______________________________ 		_______________________________
Name of Participant					Pseudonym 

________________________________	       	_____________________
Signature of Participant					Date


SIGNATURE OF PERSON OBTAINING CONSENT

________________________________		_____________________
Name of Person Obtaining Consent			Contact Email or Number


A copy of this consent form has been given to you to keep for your records and reference.
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