Have you encountered rats? Do you manage rodents?
A RESEARCH PROJECT

ARE YOU OVER THE AGE OF 18? 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES?

If you answer “yes” to these questions, please contact Darcie DeAngelo, an Assistant Professor at the University of Alberta, the PI of the study, :  An Anthropology of Rodent Management, (REB ID Pro00155483),  to discuss her research and see if you would like to contribute. If you agree to be interviewed for the study, you will be asked to participate in two 30-90 minute interview about your encounters with rodents (one in the summer of 2026 and a follow up via phone the next year). If you agree, you can also allow a 30-60 minute tour of your farm where the researcher will see how you conduct rodent trappings, rodent infestation searches, etc. This will involve a tour of your farm and the researcher asking you questions about why rodents are a problem, which rodents are a problem, and how you solve these problems.
Title of Study:  An Anthropology of Rats and Rodent Science Communication: A comparative study of pest knowledge producers in British Columbia and in Alberta 

Principal Investigator:				Dr. Darcie DeAngelo
							Assistant Professor 
							Faculty of Arts	
							Department of Anthropology
							University of Alberta
							Edmonton, AB
							780-492-3879
							deangelo@ualberta.ca

REB ID (Pro00155483)

EMAIL: deangelo@ualberta.ca

Participation is entirely voluntary, confidential and anonymous. 

Short Description of the Study

The goal of this study is to explore the challenges and successes of rodent management in two different provinces with different rodent management needs. The researchers want 1) to understand frictional encounters between humans and rats; 2) to analyze how knowledge producers navigate and address these frictional encounters through pest management and science communication; and 3) to assess the efficacy of their navigation through follow ups with the people who have those encounters and through rodent wildlife data. 

The people who manage rodents and the people who encounter rodents have the expertise to give us this information. We know that oftentimes, these people are not listened to and we want to create a space where their expertise can be heard.

Short Description of the Principal Investigator

Darcie DeAngelo is an assistant professor at the University of Alberta in the Department
of Anthropology. She is conducting research to understand rodent management in two provinces, Alberta and British Columbia. Dr. DeAngelo has over a decade of experience in multispecies social science, focused on a domesticated companion species, landmine detection rats. Her first book, How to Love a Rat, published by the University of California Press, received the Julian Steward Prize from the American Anthropological Association in 2025 for the best environmental ethnography. Her second book, due out in with W. W. & Norton in 2027, focuses on rat and human encounters across space and time, featuring her research on rodent management in Washington, D.C. In 2023, she received a yearlong fellowship to conduct preliminary research on rats as pests. For the year 2023-24, she conducted preliminary research with pest management stakeholders across North America. This new project represents an important response to her previous studies where she discovered gaps in the research. While much scholarship explores lab rats, little attention is given to the pests at our feet. Her research demonstrated a need for social science inquiry because producing knowledge about rats is a “social question” in that sociocultural values condition its research and pests also exert social agency over these values. In 2025, she was awarded an SSHRC Insight Development Grant for this new research on rats. Her research will attend to how people on the ground manage rodents and their rodent management needs by asking them about their practices and knowledge when it comes to the rodents they encounter.


