
 

EAST PALESTINE AND APPROPRIATIONS UPDATE 

The movement of air and water, and concerns for public safety, transcend congressional district 

boundaries and political ideologies, so I’ve closely monitored the train derailment in East 

Palestine from the beginning. I continue to remain engaged to ensure the needs of our 

communities are supported and prioritized during this difficult time.  

This disaster highlights that unfortunately, train derailments are far more regular than most 

people think. This is a safety issue for people all over the country, including Ohio’s 13th District, 

so we must get this right.  

I’ve been on the ground in East Palestine twice since the derailment occurred because as the only 

Ohioan on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, I need to have a full understanding 

what is happening here to be able to fully address the scope of this disaster in Congress. I’m 

looking into all legislative solutions to prevent a derailment like this from happening again. 

These solutions will be informed by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 

preliminary and final reports, suggestions from Secretary Buttigieg, and my conversations with 

concerned residents. 

Notably, as a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, I have called 

on the Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials Subcommittee to hold a hearing to 

investigate the East Palestine train derailment to clarify how this incident occurred, identify all 

avenues available to support the people and communities most impacted, and determine how to 

implement preventative measures to stop a disaster like this from happening again. 

The federal government must use all available and appropriate authorities to ensure 

accountability and rail safety. Railroad corporations cannot continue to sacrifice the safety of the 

American people for their own personal profits. We are holding Norfolk Southern accountable, 

and I am committed to making rail safety laws work for the American people, not corporations. 

All companies that carry hazardous materials through our towns need to do it safely. 

Here are the actions I have taken so far:  

February 16, 2023: I sent a letter to Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Railroads, 

Pipelines, and Hazardous materials Chairman Troy Nehls, and Ranking Member Donald Payne 

Jr., requesting a hearing on the derailment following the publication of the National Transportation 

Safety Board’s preliminary safety investigation report.  

February 16, 2023: I sent a letter alongside Rep. Bill Johnson and the Ohio congressional 

delegation to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s Administrator requesting 

FEMA provide an explanation for their decision-making, and urging them to do anything in its 

power to assist the affected East Palestine residents. 

February 16, 2023: I joined Sen. Sherrod Brown, Sen. J.D. Vance, and Rep. Bill Johnson in 

sending a letter to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Department of Health 



 
and Human Services (HHS) requesting they act immediately to provide additional assistance and 

resources on the ground in East Palestine to help the affected community assess and address the 

public health impacts of the derailment.   

February 16, 2023: I joined EPA Administrator Michael Regan, Sen. Sherrod Brown, Rep. Bill 

Johnson, and Rep. Chris Deluzio in visiting East Palestine, OH.  

February 22, 2023: I joined EPA Administrator Michael Regan, Gov. DeWine, Gov. Shapiro, 

Rep. Bill Johnson, and Rep. Chris Deluzio in East Palestine to announce the EPA order requiring 

Norfolk Southern to conduct all necessary actions associated with the cleanup from the East 

Palestine, Ohio, train derailment. 

February 23, 2023: Following the preliminary report by the NTSB, I sent a press release renewing 

my calls for a Rails Subcommittee hearing.  

February 28, 2023: I introduced an amendment within the House Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure on H.R 1152, a bill which would limit states’ authority to review and approve 

federal projects that may harm a community’s water quality. My amendment would have restored 

some of a state’s ability to protect its drinking water. It was rejected by a vote of 34 to 26 along 

partisan lines. 

February 28, 2023: I spoke with President Biden to discuss the federal response efforts in East 

Palestine, my recommendations for additional federal action, and how Congress can help move 

the needle. 

March 1, 2023: I co-sponsored H.R. 1270, the  East Palestine Tax Relief Act, introduced by Rep. 

Bill Johnson, to ensure East Palestine residents and businesses who receive disaster relief 

payments following the East Palestine train derailment are exempt from paying taxes on any 

compensation related to the derailment. 

March 6: I spoke with Secretary Buttigieg and the chair of the National Transportation Safety 

Board to discuss the federal response efforts, my recommendations for additional federal action, 

and how Congress can act legislatively to help.  

 

The federal and state response in East Palestine is comprehensive, and most importantly, puts the 

health and safety of the community first. Here are some of the actions that the federal 

government has taken since the derailment occurred:  

 

February 4, 2023: Within hours of the derailment, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

deployed a team to East Palestine to support state and local emergency and environmental response 

efforts. 

February 4, 2023: The NTSB arrived in East Palestine. They are leading the investigation into 

the cause of the derailment with Department of Transportation personnel supporting. The 

Department of Transportation (DOT) also arrived on scene to investigate what led to the 

derailment. 



 
February 10, 2023: The EPA issued a letter to Norfolk Southern requiring the railroad to 

document the release of hazardous contaminants. The letter also outlined cleanup actions at the 

site and EPA’s authority under the law to hold them accountable. 

February 16, 2023: EPA Administrator Michael Regan visited East Palestine and held a press 

conference vowing that the EPA will continue clean-up efforts and support of East Palestine.  

February 16, 2023: President Biden called Gov. DeWine, offered East Palestine any federal 

assistance they may need.  

February 17, 2023: Following requests from Gov. DeWine and the Ohio congressional 

delegation, EMA supplemented federal efforts by deploying a Senior Response Official along with 

a Regional Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) to support ongoing operations, 

including incident coordination and ongoing assessments of potential long term recovery needs.  

February 17, 2023: Following requests from Gov. DeWine and the Ohio congressional 

delegation, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) announced it will send crews to carry out public health testing.  

February 21, 2023: Public health clinics manned by state officials and HHS opened in East 

Palestine.  

February 21, 2023: EPA issued a legally-binding order, which required Norfolk Southern to: 

identify and clean up contaminated soil and water resources; reimburse EPA for cleaning services 

to be offered to residents and businesses to provide an additional layer of reassurance, which will 

be conducted by EPA staff and contractors; attend and participate in public meetings at EPA’s 

request and post information online; and pay for EPA’s costs for work performed under this order. 

clean up the site.  

February 23, 2023: Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg visited East Palestine.  

February 26, 2023: President Biden ordered federal agencies to make door-to-door visits in East 

Palestine this weekend to check in on each family personally. 

March 2, 2023: The EPA ordered Norfolk Southern to test the area for dioxins, a dangerous and 

persistent class of pollutants created when plastic is burned. The train that derailed in February 

was carrying chemicals used to make plastics.  

 

The response efforts in East Palestine are ongoing, and the impact of this derailment will continue 

to be felt in the community for months and even years to come. I appreciate the proactive steps 

local governments like Akron City Council are taking to improve rail safety across Ohio, and I 

will continue my efforts at the federal level to ensure a tragedy like this never happens again.  

 

Additionally, I would like to provide a quick update on the House Appropriations and Community 

Project Funding process. 

 

Every year, the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate develop legislation to appropriate 

money to fund the federal government. This process allows Representatives and Senators to 



 
directly influence how and where the federal government spends money, and to advocate for 

priorities that will benefit their constituents and communities. You will be able to submit your 

views or the views of your organization for the Fiscal Year 2024 appropriations process by going 

to my website at sykes.house.gov/issues/appropriations.  

 

Community Project Funding requests are earmarks for specific projects members request through 

annual appropriations bills. Appropriations bills determine the spending levels for the federal 

government for the next fiscal year. Since 2021, the House Appropriations Committee has 

allowed members to request funding for critical local projects.  

 

That means, I can request funding to support the incredible work you and your organizations are 

doing to improve our communities.   

 

To submit a community project funding request, visit my website at 

sykes.house.gov/issues/appropriations. The deadline to submit your community project funding 

request is Friday, March 17 by 5 p.m. 

 

The Appropriations/ Community Funding Process is one of the best ways to bring money back to 

our communities. I look forward to reviewing your funding requests and feedback as we continue 

to go through this process!  


