Subject: Urgent: Support and Ensure Full Funding for NOAA and Sea Grant 
Dear [Representative/ Senator’s Name],
I am writing as a concerned constituent from ________, New Jersey to urge you expedite the delayed release of the Congressionally appropriated 2025 funds to the National Sea Grant College Program and within the New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium. Furthermore, your full support for the National Sea Grant College Program for FY2026 will allow the program to fully function and achieve its mission. Currently, proposed budget cuts to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) (federal budget for Fiscal Year 2026), particularly the near elimination of the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) within which Sea Grant resides will result in the elimination of the National Sea Grant College Program. 
The New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium (NJSGC) is part of the National Sea Grant network dedicated to advancing the sustainable use and conservation of coastal, marine, and Great Lakes resources. This collaborative federal initiative supports healthy ecosystems, resilient communities, and strong coastal economies across the country. Funded through a partnership among federal, state, and local entities, Sea Grant operates in 34 states and territories, including regions along the Great Lakes, Gulf Coast, and the Atlantic, Pacific, and Caribbean coasts and islands—delivering measurable economic, environmental, and social benefits.
In New Jersey, NJSGC plays a critical role in fostering the responsible development and stewardship of the state’s coastal and marine environments. Over the past six years, the Consortium has secured more than $20 million in federal and required matching funds to advance its mission. As a recognized leader in research, education, and outreach, NJSGC helps safeguard New Jersey’s coast—a region that fuels a coastal zone economy valued at over $400 billion annually. During this same period, NJSGC’s work in supporting the state’s fisheries and aquaculture industries has contributed more than $4 million in benefits. With staff embedded in coastal communities, NJSGC is able to respond quickly and effectively to local challenges—whether it’s helping small businesses weather disruptions, addressing environmental contaminants, or developing strategies for flood resilience. Over the past six years, NJSGC has reached 94,888 students and 4,575 K–12 educators through its education and professional development programs. Each year, the Consortium supports an average of 50 coastal communities in adopting hazard resilience practices to better prepare for and respond to coastal hazards. Through initiatives like the Apprenticeship in Shellfish Aquaculture Program, NJSGC continues to strengthen New Jersey’s coastal economy by cultivating a skilled workforce, advancing sustainable aquaculture practices, and protecting vital marine ecosystems. Results from New Jersey Sea Grant research funding has reduced barriers to interstate oyster seed transport, lessened regulations on the rack and bag oyster industry in the Delaware Bay, and improved messaging for tropical storm warnings. 
Please add any additional information about your relationship with Sea Grant…. 
As a resident of a coastal community, I am deeply concerned about the potential consequences of these proposed cuts. I urge you to:
· Support the full funding of New Sea Grant Consortium in 2025 to continue their essential work in coastal and marine research, extension, and education for New Jersey by alerting DOC Secretary Lutnick to end the delay on the release of funds.
· Fully support NOAA funding and within it, OAR and its Sea Grant College Program for FY2026 by reaching out to the proper appropriation committee (Commerce, Justice, Science). 
· Advocate for policies that prioritize resilience, environmental protection, and the well-being (economics) of our coastal communities.
Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. I look forward to your response and hope you will stand with your constituents in protecting our environment and economy.
Sincerely,

