
God Makes a Covenant With Abram 
Genesis 15:1-18  

Bible Point: God has good plans for us 
 
 
Today we’ll learn about God’s plans for Abram in the Bible and God’s plans for us. Sometimes as 
hard as we try, our plans just don’t work out. It rains when we’ve planned a special day outside, or our 
best friend gets sick and can’t come over and play. When this happens we might feel sad and 
disappointed, but we have to make the best of what happens. God has good plans for us, and we can 
always trust they’ll happen as planned. Sometimes we don’t know how God’s plans for us will look. 
But even if we don’t know, God knows. 
 
In Genesis 15 we read that God had special plans for Abram. God wanted Abram to trust that these 
plans meant that good things would happen to him. 
  
Genesis 15:1 

After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield, your very great reward.” 

 
God told Abram that he would protect him and always give him good things. But Abram still felt sad. 
Abram was sad because he didn’t think God would ever give him a son. God understood Abram’s 
sadness.  
 
Genesis 15:2-5 

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me 

since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my 

estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You 

have given me no children; so a servant in my household 

will be my heir.” Then the word of the Lord came to him: 

“This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your 

own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him 

outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the 

stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

 
God took Abram outside, into the dark, and told him 
that the number of stars equals the number of descendants Abram would have—too many to count! 
God said to Abram that he’d give Abram so many children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
so on, so many descendants that there would be more than Abram could count. Let’s see what else 
God promised Abram. 
 
Genesis 15:7-8 

He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take 

possession of it.”  But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” 

 



Abram wanted to know how he could know God would keep his promises. God wanted Abram to 
know he would never break a promise to him. God never breaks promises, and he wanted Abram to 
know that even though his people would face hard times, God would give them land. 
 
 Genesis 15:17-18 

“When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch 

appeared...On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I 

give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates.” 

 
God appeared to Abram in a blaze of fire so that Abram would be sure to put his trust in him. We can 
always trust that God’s plans for us will happen just as he wants. One of the plans that God has for us 
is to have a relationship with his Son, Jesus. God sent Jesus to earth so we could live with God 
forever. So, just like Abram trusted God’s plans, we can, too. 
 
 

Constellation/Star Jar: 

Go outside on a clear night with your family and look up at 
the stars. Try to count all the stars you see. Imagine how 
Abram may have felt when God told him about all his plans 
for him. You can make a star jar to help remind you that God 
has plans for you. 
 
Supplies: 

Jar 

Tinfoil 

Toothpick 

Battery powered light or glow stick 

Scissors 

Sharpie 

 

Instructions: 

Cut a strip of tin foil about the size of the jar so that it can fit on the inside of the jar. Flatten out the 

foil and then poke lots of holes in it using the toothpick. You can take the foil outside and place it on 

the ground to poke the holes! 

You can even make the holes in the shape of the 

constellations.  

Make a variety of sized holes...the constellation larger with 

small holes surrounding them. 

Place the tin foil into the jar. Wrap it around the inside of the 

jar and place your glow stick or battery powered light in the 

jar. 

 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.’   Jeremiah 29:11 



 


