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A Spirit of Collaboration - The Public Health Museum’s Volunteers 
 

The spirit of collaboration is an invisible string that is strong and binding in the Volunteer Department 

and is “seen” through the many initiatives and support activities at the museum. Read on to find out 

more about what we do! 

Want a Guided Tour of the museum? Mary, Liz, and Sandra can do that and Julie and Ruth 

accompany, too! **Though we are closed now, we can’t wait to welcome you back! 

The Appeal of the Outside Walking Tour. The seasonal tours are underway and offer a historical 

perspective of Tewksbury Hospital. Mary, Liz, and Sandra can do that. too! How about it, Ruth? 

Artifacts and Objects, Oh My! The Collections Committee of Emy, Julie, Paul, Ashlynn, and 

Katherine are fastidious in the study of our collections and make them available for the public. 

Curious about Genealogy? Ashlynn and Julie dig into our files to find the thread that may have 

answers to genealogy requests for ancestors who were admitted to the former MA State Almshouse 

at Tewksbury or who might be buried at the nearby cemeteries. 

The Pandemic Project. What’s this, you ask? Our new exploration into the history of 

pandemics…and, there were many! Definitions of public health terminology are curated to increase 

understanding of related issues. Thank you to Julie, Linda, and Kathy, our student leaders, Rosalyn, 

Alex, and Emily and board members Katherine and Louis.  

Newsy News. Do you like to explore public health issues? Write a book review? Share an interesting 

link? All volunteers contribute! Thanks to Erin for researching and writing articles, Warren for editing, 

and Jocelyn for formatting many past newsletters!  

Historical Data. Paul O. has offered his time to convert the card catalog of actions taken by the 

Massachusetts Board of Health and the Public Health Council into a searchable database. The cards 

date from c. September of 1869 to 1990. 

Newbies. Welcome to Frank and Susan who became volunteers just as we closed for the pandemic. 

We’ll see more of them when we return to post-pandemic operations. 

Helen Keller once said, “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.”  To our team of 

dedicated volunteers and staff, we do just that! 

P.S. What’s your interest? Are you skilled in the arts, education, or have a special talent to share? We 

would love to hear from you! Reach out to Sandra at volunteers@publichealthmuseum.org.  
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