
 
 

 

California Judge And DMV​
Rule Tesla Is Misleading 

MRF Continues To Monitor Tesla Autopilot Concerns 
 

 

Recent developments in California have once again thrust Tesla’s Autopilot and Full 
Self-Driving (FSD) branding into the national spotlight. A California administrative 
judge and the California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) have ruled that Tesla’s 
use of terms like “Autopilot” and “Full Self-Driving” is misleading, finding that they 
overstate the capabilities of the technology and violate state consumer protection laws. 
Regulators have given Tesla a defined window to revise or clarify its marketing 
language or face a potential 30-day suspension of its ability to sell vehicles in the 
state. 



 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has for some time warned that 
misleading terminology and inconsistent consumer understanding of 
semi-automated vehicle systems pose real safety risks, particularly for 
motorcyclists. While these technologies are often described using language that 
suggests full autonomy, the reality is far more limited. Recent developments in 
California underscore that this disconnect between perception and capability is 
not hypothetical; it has real consequences on public roads. 

From the MRF’s perspective, this is not about opposing technology or 
innovation. Instead, it is about accountability, transparency, and ensuring that 
drivers remain engaged and attentive. Motorcyclist safety relies, in part, on the 
awareness and judgment of surrounding motorists. Any system that encourages 
complacency or overreliance on automation increases risk for riders. 

We believe it is vital that consumers and motorists fully understand the 
capabilities and limitations of the vehicles they operate. Clear communication, 
accurate marketing, and strong oversight are essential to ensure that emerging 
vehicle technologies enhance safety rather than undermine it. 

The MRF will continue to monitor regulatory actions, court decisions, and 
industry practices related to automated and semi-automated driving systems. As 
these technologies evolve, so too must the policies that govern them, always with 
the goal of protecting all road users. 

 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=*2fvxiYZ1vJZOPuC2sCCXP2mfn*2bHEBUbFUaYQONpReQjTTGYUkggrFtXnqBur0iqRWZkTVu3DaroUr4prhodhKD6VLqDHX*2fK*2bzuUWwb*2baFLS0*3d__;JSUlJSUl!!Eb2lA6X1TUGobEE!yU0AvhUwOWeq-hNkBymoMQK_uLGzgAUiK0Uc9dxienODgNK5UF62CzbAZJV7fT0ODmN4HGqR9aYb816frkdM6fZcuCQlG7Lw6NK_DA$


 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 


