
SKCC Chapter Report

Howdy folks. We're going to mix it up a little and let our chapter members submit information for
the newsletter.

Here's information and an introduction from our SKCC members, that are road Captains, Brian
and Pat.

I'm hoping to lead my first ride this year after the weather cleans up a bit and the time changes
back to daylight hours.  We'll do a short run to the Carbonado Tavern, starting out from Sumner.
On the way back, the route will take us through Buckley and Enumclaw, with a stop TBD.  We'll
finish by taking the back roads to Sumner.  Later in the summer, I'm looking at planning a run,
possibly overnight, to the coast.   This might include Ocean Shores, Westport, and other beach
hotspots.  Bennett's for fish and chips is a must.

I hope to see a lot of ABATE members on these rides, and all the other events the SKCC and
other chapters are planning for this year!

Pat Shearer

SKCC Road Captain

What should I inspect on my motorcycle before I ride?
For those already familiar with their bike, here are some of the parts to inspect in each area
before you decide to saddle up:

Tires and wheels
Make sure both tires are in good condition before starting a ride. Ensuring there are no
embedded objects and bulges, and monitoring the wear of your tires will contribute to a safer
ride. It's also a good idea to check your tire pressure, especially when it's cold outside, to make
sure they have enough air.
While you're looking at the tires, take a look at the wheels to make sure everything looks in
order. Keep an eye out for bent, broken or missing spokes, for instance, and watch for
excessive grease, which may indicate a cracked seal. Finally, check your brake pads and discs
for wear, and make sure both brakes work.

Controls
It's important to know that each of your bike's controls are in working order each time you ride.
Check that your hand grips are securely in place and that your handlebars are straight and turn
easily. Make sure your throttle easily moves and doesn't make a revving sound when you turn
the handlebars. Test your levers and pedals, too, to ensure they are properly adjusted and have
no bends or cracks. And don't forget to look over your cables and hoses for visible damage,
such as cuts or kinks.



Lights and electrics
Your motorcycle's battery is crucial to starting and riding your bike, so it's important to make
sure it's in good condition. Take a look at the battery terminals to make sure they are clean, and
check that the electrolyte levels are correct. Give your lights a once-over, too, making sure your
headlamp, brake lights and turn signals are working. Look over any wires and switches to
ensure they are in good condition, and check that your mirrors are clean and don't have any
cracks in them.

Oil and other fluids
Your motorcycle relies on a number of fluids to keep it running. Before hitting the open road,
check that your bike has enough fuel, engine oil, coolant and hydraulic fluid and transmission
fluid. Also, take a look at your bike's gaskets, seals and hoses to make sure there are no signs
of fluid leaks.

Chassis
It's also a good idea to make sure the body of your bike is in good condition. Check for cracks in
gussets and make sure there's no damage to accessory mounts. Test your bearings and
bushings, too, by pushing and pulling swingarms and forks to make sure they are properly
functioning. Don't forget to take a look at the chain or belt to make sure it has the right tension
and that the chain is lubricated and its teeth are engaging.

Stands
In addition to ensuring your bike runs well, it's important to make sure it can support itself when
you end your ride. Take a look at the condition of the center and side stands — if they are
cracked or bent, you may want to get them repaired. Also make sure your stands' springs have
enough tension to hold your bike upright.

Brian Willcut
Road Captain – SKCC

Hello to all ABATE members.  I'm Pat Shearer.
I'm pretty new to ABATE, having joined the South King County Chapter last June after meeting
Kevin and Tamra Billings at the SKCC membership booth at Jet City Harley-Davidson.  I've
really enjoyed meeting a lot of you at ABATE events and rallies.  Any time I see an ABATE
patch on a jacket or cut, I know that the person wearing it will have a passion for riding and for
the lifestyle.

As a way to give back, I'm volunteering to be a Road Captain for at least a couple of rides this
upcoming season.  I'll be a rookie at this, so I'll be looking for a little help here and there.  I've
been through the ABATE State guide for the position, along with gluing myself at the hip of the
Road Captain of every ride I participated in last year to observe and learn.
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SKCC Road Captain


