Rider Training 2026 and Chapter Runs

First Order of Business:  Rider Training
The BOD voted to sponsor a full class for riders from ABATE this summer.  I have received and forwarded bid from Cascade Motorcycle Safety for numerous different courses.  Here is the option that we have chosen.
1. Cascade Gymkhana:  At $500/10 riders, this can possibly get 20 riders drilled over a weekend.  The bang for the buck here is that there is no hard fast curriculum, but the drills can be tailored for the clientele.  The bottom line, the rider improves their ability to put their front tire where that want it, and at the speed they want, with no drama.

If you are interested, message me and copy Bill, and your Chapter Coordinator.  I am working with the training provider to tailor exercises that are more or less “bagger friendly” but still challenging.  

The details:

1. Rider Level: Novice through Expert 
2. Event Length: 3 hours over one day 
3. Location: Cascade Motorcycle Safety, South Seattle College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106  https://maps.app.goo.gl/b94xb1vFVE41BRwa9
4. Participants: 10 riders, no passengers
5. Riding Gear: Full coverage (Jackets, good pants, DOT helmet, full fingered gloves, over the ankle footwear)
6. Motorcycle: Any street legal motorcycle, passing T-CLOCS, Liability Insurance 


The training will be at South Seattle College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106.  I am targeting morning sessions (09:00-12:00) on 13 and 14 June.  
Riders should be at the location by a half hour before start time so that we can get bike inspections and paperwork done, to be ready to ride. 
This should fill up fast, so get your bid in early to get some refresher training on the company dime.  Please include your name, ABATE number, and contact information when you message me.  
Second Order of Business (and minor rant):  Optics for Chapter Runs
What do 51% of motorcyclist fatalities and many of our social and fundraising runs have in common?  The answer is alcohol.
Take a look at many of the run flyers out there.  The run begins at a pub or bar, ends at a pub or bar, and each stop is at a watering hole.  Think of the optics that it presents to the public.  ABATE of WA purports to support safety and education as well as motorcyclist rights, yet we are seen gearing our social and charitable events around businesses that make their money selling “adult” beverages.  It can easily be assumed, right or wrong, that our “lifestyle” is centered around alcohol.
“Please, John Q Public, we need to go between lines of slowed traffic so that we can get to the pub in time to join the poker run.  It’s for the kids, the food bank, the displaced veterans.”
Don’t try to gaslight me with such things as “it’s restaurants that offer the choice of a libation” or “people can decide not to drink.”  Many years ago, in a previous life, I went on those runs and fully participated, but I grew up, at least in that aspect.  Also, please refrain from hitting me with the cliché of “living the biker lifestyle.”  By far and away, the “biker lifestyle” is an artificial construct of marketing and movies, and the affectations based on that image border on cosplay.  
I am not going to climb up on my high horse and give you a lecture about mixing alcohol and motorcycles, and the optics therein, but if my observations irritate you, then you might be a part of the problem.
Until next time, ride safely and have fun.
Texas Larry
