Session Update and Black Friday
Our weight fee bill (SB 5309), being carried by Sen. Cortes (D-18) with Sen. MacEwen (R-35) as second seat, is going to be in play for the 2026 short session.  Since our weight fees remained unchanged, we will (hopefully) not have preloaded push back.  I had a good meeting with Chair Liias (D-21) and Senate Transportation staff to discuss adjusted language that reflects the engrossed language in the funding package.  We are looking to carve 2.5 million out of the revenue stream, so it may be a bit of a fight.  I am looking at some options to delay implementation of the new weight class until July 2027 to gain some wiggle room.  That lets the effective date coincide with the beginning of the fiscal biennium.  The language is in the hands of staff to spruce up and be presented as a committee amendment.  The Chair wishes to hear the bill again to bump up the visibility.  He also recommended that we run a companion bill in the house to get advance visibility in the lower chamber, so I am shopping for a sponsor in the house.
Another part of the meeting was to discuss the concept of lane sharing/splitting.  I assured Chair Liias that we were not going to try and push anything over the finish line, but the goal is to try and force the “stakeholders” to the table so that we can have a more in depth discussion of the issue after the legislature adjourns.  We need to get ahead of the issue and get wider spread buy in before serious legislation gets dropped.
For the folks in the Sound Transit benefit area, I am working on getting a meeting with either the CEO of Sound Transit or the Chair of the Board of Directors to discuss registration fees, especially for owners of multiple vehicles.  This should make for some interesting conversations.
Black Friday Legislative Outreach Advice
The most efficient method to set up Black Friday appointments would be for the Chapter Legislative Affairs Officer, or absent a LAO the Chapter Coordinator to do the outreach to each office.  That being said, and understanding that this is a volunteer organization, it may fall to the individual members.  
No matter who does the outreach, here is some language that I use to request a meeting.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, just natural.
“Representative/Senator Phramitz, on January 30th ABATE of Washington will be having our annual event when we come to Olympia to advocate for motorcycling issues.  I/we would appreciate some time on your calendar so that I/we might brief you on our issues.
Respectfully, Throttle Twister the Biker”
A few fine points for tailoring of the message and the follow up communications:
1. I always send the request to the legislator and cc the Legislative Assistant (LA).
2. If the outreach is done by the Chapter Coordinator or LAO, inform the legislator of your position and let them know that you are reaching out on behalf of their constituents.  Be prepared to follow up with names.
3. If you are the first contact with the office, make sure that the office understands that any following personnel are more than welcome to join the meeting.
4. Conversely, if there is already a meeting with a rider, ask if you might join in.
5. If the LA offers to meet with you, take the meeting.  In conjunction with that meeting, ask if you can walk the Rep/Sen to either committee or session.  (If you do, make sure that you have your “talking points” dialed to 90 seconds.)
Until next time, ride safely and legislate well.
“Texas” Larry
