Donovan McCartney
Meeting of the Minds 2026 Summary
It was an amazing experience being in a hotel full of people interested in motorcycle rights. Unfortunately in ABATE of Washington I sometimes feel lonely. I have to watch who I talk to about motorcycle rights, because some of us are not here for that, weird. Meeting of the Minds was not like that. Everyone there was dedicated to motorcycle rights and safety. During the event I met ABATE and other state MRO organizations from all over the United States, From Florida to Alaska. I even met an attendee that was 12 years old and accompanies her parents to meetings with legislators. Apparently she even speaks…and legislators listen.
Thursday morning I got up early to attend the Motorcycle Riders Foundation Board Meeting. It was very well organized and everyone was prepared. It was very refreshing to be in a board meeting where everyone was supportive of the organization and did not complain.
The officials of the event started Thursday evening with a presentation by each of the states that had achieved a legislative victory or made headway towards one. The most significant was passing of red light bills, the stopping of a mandatory helmet bill, the implementation of an official state motorcycle safety program, and lane filtering bills.
Friday morning we had a legislative update from the MRF lobbyist who graded himself on his and the MRF’s achievement on their current legislative agenda. Overall he graded the MRF’s successes at a B+. After that was a presentation of awards to MRF members where our very own Kim Adair received an award for her recruiting efforts.
My first session of the afternoon was a class to orientate new members to what the MRF is about and does. Since I have been an MRF member and representative for several years and tend to read a lot, I did not learn much in this class.
My second and final presentation for Friday was a class on how to build membership for your organization. The points that I found most interesting was the use of business cards in the flyers so prospective members have a specific point of contact, preferably the member that they previously met, to contact for more information; If you can get one member of a group interested, you have a line in on the whole group; People don’t want to just join, they want to be a part of things; and a big sell is we are not just an MRO or social organization, we are in the motorcycle freedom business.
Friday night there was a live auction and a bingo fundraiser but I was too tired to attend.
Saturday morning I attended an early morning breakout session on “Finding the Next Generation. Later in the day I attended another similar presentation with many of the same instructors and attendees on “Connecting Generations and Evolving Times”. In these classes I learned a lot about getting younger generations involved. The major points were the younger generations want a reason to be here; they want to learn from the veterans; they want to be heard, listen to their concerns; we need to find them where they are, dirt bike and sport bike events; have events that include the younger generations, aka parking lot parties, non-bar events, ect.; don’t talk down to them, sympathize, we were all young and wild once; the younger generation is not into Facebook, they are into TicToc, Instagram, and Youtube; and we have taught the younger generation to be scared of politics, we need to reteach them why and how to be involved in politics. Also there are ABATE’s that have junior ABATE organizations that target pre-license teenagers. (dirt bike and non-riders)
In the regular Saturday morning session we had a briefing by the head of the Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket (IMA) organization. The IMA is an offshoot of the MRF that represents independent motorcycle dealers and maintenance shops. They are working with the MRF to maintain our right to customize and repair our motorcycles beyond the dealership. Everyone, not just dealers and maintainers should be a member of this organization if they want to maintain the freedom to customize and repair their own motorcycles beyond the dealership.
We also had a very good presentation from an insurance agent that explained how the various types of vehicle and personal insurances work. It was very informative but confusing, I did not realize how complex insurance was. I would suggest ABATE of Washington and chapters find an insurance agent to give a class on this.
Saturday afternoon I attended a presentation on leadership given by a founder of a state ABATE organization and also a motorcycle club. It was an excellent class, some of the points made was:
	-Remember that you are just a member that has volunteered to do alittle more for 	the organization. You are not better than anyone else.
	-Always remember why you are running…for the organization, not for yourself.
	-Be thankful. If things go well share the wealth.
	-Make new members feel comfortable.
	-Take new members under your wing and feed off of their fire.
	-Try not to use acronyms.
	-Wear clothing that advertises for the organization, not beer, a motorcycle 	manufacturer, or an MC.
	-Don’t delegate tasks but not participate.
	-Always start meetings on time and maintain time limits. Always have an agenda 	and let people speak and let them finish.
	-Keep bylaws simple and updated.
	-Always return communications.
Saturday night we had a banquet. Senior members spoke and awards were given out.
Some general notes that I wrote down in various presentations or interactions were:
	-We must work on our legislation all the time, not just during legislative season.
	-We need to work with the other MRO organizations in our state. (teamwork)
	-Work with MC’s and the COC, motorcycling isn’t just a hobby for them, it’s their life.  	Have a COC coordinator on the ABATE board. Multiple states have rebuilt the bond 	between ABATE and the COC that has made them much more successful.
	-Have a Political Action Committee (PAC) to be able to do more.
	-We all need to be here to support the organization.
	-Make sure the statistics are driving us in the right direction.

We are the MRF. Just because they are a separate organization (only because of lobbying laws in Washington DC) we are the same. While we are fighting for our rights here at the state level, they are fighting for our rights at the federal level. We need to give them more support. Laws and actions at the federal level directly effect us at the state level and also trickle down into state politics. If we help control motorcycle rights at the federal level, we help ease the fight at the state level. Everyone in ABATE should be an MRF member…and the ones that have the knack of being great spokesmen, should be a MRF Representative.
