Cause remains the same

Ovysler Roast
may look
different, but
its mission
hasn’t changed

BY JIMMY TOMLIN
ENTERPAISE STAFF WRITER

HIGH POINT

annual High Point
Oyster Roast, one of
the city's most pu[l.xhx

sociad events — and & critically
important fundraiser for Family
Service of the Piedmont — will
look vastly different this year
because of the coronavirus

pandenic,

I’ also bevause of that
pandemic, however, that this
year's Oyster Roast may be more
important than ever,

“We recognize we're in the
midst of a global pandemic,
which sunultancously requires
us to do something different, bt
is just as much motivating the
need for this event,” said Kerr
Ramsay, cochairman of the 27th
anoual fundrakser,

“People being stuck at hame
has impacted the number of
people who use Family Service
services, Domestic abuse isup

definquencies !

Child abuse is up. Family
Service has never been busier,
50 we need (o continue rasing
money.”

This year's event will be held
March 5 on the new Congdon
Yards facility on W. English
Rowxl. Rather than the traditional
social gathering, though, this
year's Oyster Roast will be a
drivedhrough event called the
High Point Oyster Roast Sade At
Home Campaign.

Hessts and sponsors will come
to Congdon Yards at an assigned
time and be given a driving tour
of the facility. They'll leave with a
mend, provided by Pepper Moon
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Chris Wynine, left, and Kerr Ramsay are the co-chairs of this year’s High Point Oyster Roast, which
will be held March 5 at the new Congdon Yards facility on W. English Road. The annual fundraiser
will benefit Family Service of the Pledmont.

Catering, consisting of a shrimp

bail (shrimp, corn and potitoes),

as well as a roll and dessert

“Visitors will be able to come
and see from their vehicles the
entirety of the new Congdon
Yards campus,” Ramsay said,
“And we'll have somwe exciting
surprises for people during the
event.”

According to Ramsay,
who serves on the Family
Service board, the issues the
organization addresses —
domestic violence, child abuse,
mental health and financinl
stability — have been worsened
by the economic struggle
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Raffle tickets are being sold for a chance to win this 14-karat
white gold and diamond bangle bracelet, valued at approxi-
mately $7,000.

and isolation created by the
penddemic over the pest year.

“It's so important for people to
understand how the pandemic
has impacted people,” he said,

“1 think we've all been feeling
additional stress and anxiety,
not just from being confined,
but from not knowing when the
end of this is coming. But it's
had such a negative impact on
the people who were already
the most in need. We're seeing
peope act in ways they haven't
acted before.”

For example, calls 1o the
agency’s cnisis line are involving
situations that are mare

complex, intense and higher
risk, according to Family Service
staff. The number of domestic
viokenoe homicides in Guilford
County s up 250% from last year,
and child abuse cases are up
TN

“Ihat’s why our services are
80 important,” Ramsay said.
“Family Service has not stopped
— the staff continues to do the
things they need 1o do to make
sure familes get the help they
need "

Last year's Oyster Roast,
which was one of the city’s
last public events befare the
pandemic began shutting things
down, raised approximately
S215000 for Family Service of
the Fiedmont.

“This is by far the single most
important fundraising event for
the Family Service's High Point
foundation,” Ramsay saicl

“The majority of the budget
for the High Point foundation,
in terms of fundraising, comes
through this event. Without
u successful Ovster Roast,
Family Service won't be able
to fulfill its mission for the
year. We're disappointed 10

The 27th annual High
Point Oyster Roast, &
fundraiser for Family Service
of the Pledmont, will be
held March 5, from 530 1o
8 pum, at Congdon Yaeds,
410W. English Road.

Rather than the
traditional social gathering,
this year's Oyster Roast
willl be a drive-through
event calied the High Point
Oyster Roast Safe At Home
Campaign. Hosts and
sporsors will be assigned
a window of time during
which they will follow a
driving route giving them
a tour of Congdon Yards,
and they will leave with a
meal provided by Pepper
Moon Catering. The meal
will feature a sheimp boil
(shrimg, com and potatoes),
as well as a roll and dessert.

Host and sponsor prices
range from $135 to $10,000,
depending on the level you
choose. The deadline 0 sign
up is Feb, 25

Raffie tickets are also
being sold for a 14-karat
white gold and diamond
bangle bracelet, donated
by High Point Jewelers and
valued at approcimately
$7,000 The tickets cost $20
apiece or three for $50.

For more information,

Or to sign up as a host or
Sponsor, of 1o purchase
raffle tickets, visit
oysterroastinfo

lose some of the soclal aspects
of the event, but we're as
motivated as ever o raise the
money that Family Service
needs to help the individuals
and families that are soin
need.”
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