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Council adopts

new ward map

BY PAT KIMBROUGH
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

HIGH POINT — The City Council on Monday
unanimously adopted a new ward map that will be
used in High Point municipal elections for the rest
of this decade.

The new district boundaries for the six council
wards are almost identical to those that have been
in place for recent elections, except for a few neigh-
borhoods that will switch wards.

Besides the six ward representatives, the mayor
and two additional council members will continue
to be elected at-large.

All nine seats will be on the ballot in November
of this year.

Monday’s vote brought an end to the redistrict-
ing process that’s required after every census to
account for population changes.
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The council decided last
fall to keep its existing elec-
tion system in place and that
it would oversee the draw-
ing of the new boundaries,

with assistance
from consultants

with the Poyner  The cour
Spruill law firm in directed
Raleigh.

The council consulta
directed the con- keep eve
sultants to keep  incumbe
every incumbent member
ward member P
in their districts, dlm_‘ts‘
unpaired with  Unpaire(
any of their col- any of th
leagues, which the
new map does. ooll.eagu

The council's Whichth
other redistrict- mapdoe

ing priorities
were to keep pre-

cincts whole and the core of
the existing wards intact, so
that neighborhoods and other
communities of interest aren’t
divided between districts.

According to the consul-
tants’ demographic data,
wards 2, 5 and 6 were the only
districts that needed adjust-
ments to their boundaries so
that all of the wards would
have roughly equal popula-
tions.

The new map makes three
primary changes in various



parts of the city to achieve the
required balancing.

In north High Point, a sec-
tion of Ward 6 that includes
the Oak Hollow Estates neigh-
borhood west of Eastchester
Drive was switched to Ward
5. This was done to accommo-
date shifting all of the Alder-
brook subdivision off Kend-

ale Road, which
was split between
ncil the two wards, to
Ward 6.
:I:I::tﬂ That change
was made at the
ery behest of the

antward  council, so that
. . the entire neigh-
rin their borhood would
' have the same
d with representative.
10ir In south High
1es Point, neighbor-
J hoods around
1enew Nathan Hunt

as. Drive near Blair

Park Golf Course

were switched

from Ward 3 to Ward 2, to

give it the required population
figures.

A public hearing Monday on
the new map drew one speak-
er, the Rev. Frank Thomas of
Mt. Zion Baptist Church on
Washington Street.

He said he was happy that
there weren'’t any significant
changes made to the ward
lines and that the few resi-
dents he’s spoken with about
the topic were of the same
view.



