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Domestic violence and IPV (intimate partner violence) impacts individuals 
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, 
intersexed, asexual and/or Two-Spirit in many ways.  It has only been since 
recent times that violence against individuals within the LGBTQIA+2 
community has been acknowledged.  Reported instances of domestic 
violence and IPV against people who identify as LGBTQIA+2 indicate that 
there is just as much violence, if not more, occurring within LGBTQIA+2 
relationships as compared to heterosexual relationships.  Here are some 
statistics and facts that will help to put the prevalence of domestic violence 
and IPV within the LGBTQIA+2 into perspective: 
 
 

 44% of women who self-identify as lesbian and 60% of women who 
self-identify as bisexual have experienced physical violence, rape 
and/or stalking by an intimate partner at some point in their life as 
compared to 35% of women who are heterosexual. 
 

 26% of men who self-identify as gay and 37% of men who self-
identify as bisexual have experienced physical violence, rape and/or 
stalking at some point in their life as compared to 29% of men who 
are heterosexual. 

 

 LGBTQIA+2 individuals of color are more likely to experience acts of 
IPV as in comparison to those who do not identify or appear to be a 
LGBTQIA+2 person of color. 
 

 Individuals who identify as LGBTQIA+2 may face discriminating 
barriers that are uniquely related to their gender identity/sexual 
orientation.  Here are a few examples of such: 



 

 Past or current experiences of emotional, physical, sexual trauma 
and/or being a victim of a biased related hate crime in direct 
relationship to one’s sexual orientation and/or gender identification.   
 

 An LGBTQIA+2 individual may threaten their partner or be threatened 
by someone else that they will be “outted” (have their sexual 
orientation and/or gender identification status revealed against their 
consent).   
 

 Derogatory, demeaning, offensive language, terms specifically 
targeting LGBTQIA+2 folks and the intentioned misuse of an 
individuals preferred pronouns (i.e. they/them/theirs, she/her/hers, 
he/him/his). 
 

Esperanza Shelter believes in the importance of actively supporting 
LGBTQIA+2 communities and individuals in order to prevent acts of 

discrimination, marginalization, silencing and shaming related to domestic 
violence and IPV.  We are committed to creating safe spaces with trained, 
trauma informed support service professionals.  Our counseling services 

are free, confidential and can be offered in any language. If you or a loved 
one is experiencing domestic abuse or intimate partner violence please call 

us when it is safe to do so – we can help. 
 

24/7 Crisis Hotline 
1.800.473.5220 
1.505.473.5200 

 
Support Center 
505.474.5536 

 
 


