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Edward Hicks 

Peaceable Kingdom (detail) 
 
WELCOME                    Rev. Nicole Bates, Pastor 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 
MINUTE FOR MISSION             Jacqueline West, SPAN 
 
PRELUDE All Things Bright and Beautiful                                             M. Burkhardt 
 Louis Walker, Organist 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                    Barbara Seale, Liturgist 

One: All dogs and cats, large and small: 
All: Praise the Lord! 
One: All rabbits, hamsters, and parakeets: 
All: Praise the Lord! 
One: All animals of the sky, sea, farm, and forest: 
All: Praise the Lord! 
One: Bless the Lord, all God’s creatures: 
All: Praise the Lord! 



HYMN 20 All Things Bright and Beautiful (stanzas 1, 4)                ROYAL OAK 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together)                                                                  
God of all creation, you call us to care for creation, yet so often we shirk this awesome 
responsibility. When we degrade or destroy the earth’s bounty – forgive us. When we take for 
granted our interconnectedness – forgive us. Help us seek goodness for every living thing.   
Help us live in harmony with one another. Gratefully we pray. Amen.  

 
PROMISE OF GRACE 

One: Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel. 
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.                                                       
 

HYMN 581 Glory Be to the Father                                                                                     GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen.   
 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 
One: The peace of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you!   

 
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN                              Kathy McCarron, Director of Christian Education 

All children (youth and parents too!) are invited to the front of the Sanctuary. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                        

 
SCRIPTURE READING             Isaiah 11:1-3, 6-9 

One: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON  Unraveled: Israel's Hope 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (together)                                         J. Philip Newell, Each Day and Each Night 
There is no plant in the ground  
but tells of your beauty, O Christ. 
There is no creature on the earth, there is no life in the sea 
but proclaims your goodness. 
There is no bird on the wing, there is no star in the sky, there is nothing beneath the sun 
but is full of your blessing. 
Lighten my understanding of your presence all around, O Christ. 
Kindle my will to be caring for creation. Amen.  

 

Please rise as you are able. 



SHARING OUR GIFTS           
 
OFFERTORY   His Eye Is on the Sparrow               M. Ham 
 
DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
BLESSING OF THE PETS 

To receive a pet blessing, please remain seated. Someone will come to all who have pets (or 
pictures of pets). Congregation, please sing the hymns below during the blessing. 

 
HYMN Creator, We Thank You for All You Have Made                                                ST. DENIO 

Creator, we thank you for all you have made: 
For trees by the sidewalk that give us cool shade, 
For grass-covered ball fields, for flowers downtown, 
For wide autumn leaves that turn crispy and brown. 
 
God, thank you for gardens on back corner-lots, 
For insects that hide out in old flowerpots, 
For lions and polar bears living in zoos, 
For high mountain trails that have beautiful views. 
 
God, thank you for rainfall that ends a long drought, 
For cracks in the sidewalk where little weeds sprout, 
For birds that build nests in the tops of the trees, 
For hot summer days when we feel a cool breeze. 
 
O God, we give thanks for the places we go, 
For cool mountain lakes and for trails in the snow, 
For each city park and for each county fair, 
For gifts of creation we see everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN O God, Your Creatures Fill the Earth                                                                 ELLACOMBE 
O God, your creatures fill the earth with wonder and delight, 
And every living thing has worth and beauty in your sight. 
So playful dolphins dance and swim; your sheep bow down and graze. 
Your songbirds share a morning hymn to offer you their praise. 
 
You made the pets we welcome in – they're wondrous blessings, too. 
With paws and whiskers, wings and fins, they offer praise to you. 
O Lord, you call us to embrace these creatures in our care. 
May we show kindness, love and grace to all pets everywhere. 
 
You made the creatures on each farm; you know the things they need. 
May they grow healthy, safe from harm, and safe from human greed. 
Just as a shepherd loves the sheep, you know their joy, their pain. 
Lord, bless the animals we keep; may all farms be humane. 
 
Your creatures live in every land; they fill the sky and sea. 
O Lord, you give us your command to love them tenderly. 
We're called to have dominion here – to care for them always. 
By loving creatures you hold dear, we offer you our praise. 

 
BLESSING PRAYER (together) 

Creator of the universe,  
bless these creatures who come to us as a blessing:  
fashioned of fur or feather or fin,  
formed of flesh that breathes with your own breath. 
Bless those who curl themselves around our hearts,  
who companion us in our ordinary days,  
who call us to come and play,  
who you have entrusted to our care. Amen. 

 
HYMN 378 We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom                              MERLE’S TUNE 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                             Matthew 22:37-39 

Go out into the world in peace.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind;  
and love your neighbor as yourself. 

 
POSTLUDE Dialogue                      G. M. Martin 

 
A special thanks to today’s Worship, Usher, Fellowship, and AV Teams. “O God, Your Creatures Fill the Earth” © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All 
rights reserved. “Creator, We Thank You for All You Have Made” © 2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Today’s other hymns are also 
used with permission. CCLI License #20085484. ONE LICENSE, License #A-739368. Hicks, Edward, 1780-1849. Peaceable Kingdom, from Art in the 
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=53085 [retrieved July 
25, 2022]. Original source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom.jpg. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=53085


TODAY IN WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to worship at NPPC! Please record your attendance in the blue book found in your pew 
and pass it down to others. Hearing-assisted devices are available from an usher.  

 
GUESTS AT NORTHPARK 

After worship, please join us in the Narthex. We’d like to get to know you, whether you are just 
visiting or are looking for a church home. If you are a first-time guest, we encourage you to 
provide contact information in the attendance registration book. 

 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Worship bags are available in the Narthex. 
Childcare is also available for infants - age 4 in Room 50. 

 
“UNRAVELED” SUMMER WORSHIP 

After worship, you are invited to write a prayer on a fabric strip in the Narthex. The prayers will be 
woven together to create a tapestry that tangibly portrays God’s presence in our moments of 
unraveling, as well as the promise that God weaves us together in love. Today’s prayer prompt: 
Share with God a place in your life (or in the world) that longs for peace. 
 

SANCTUARY & NARTHEX FLOWERS 
Flowers today are given in celebration of the life of Craig Wadsworth by Ruth Wadsworth, and in 
loving memory of Sally Brown, beloved friend and pastor, by Beth Henderson. 

 
SPAN COLLECTION 

There are 5,000 Dallas County older adults, at or below 100% of the poverty line, who own pets. 
By providing food and veterinary care, Seniors’ Pet Assistance Network (SPAN) secures healthy 
relationships between low-income seniors and their companion animals. Donations of dog and 
cat food for SPAN are collected today. Monetary gifts may also be made with checks payable to 
SPAN. Learn more at seniorpets.org. 

 
PET BLESSING CERTIFICATES  

Get your pet’s name on a certificate following worship! Stop by the table in the Narthex. 
 
HOW TO GIVE 

 

 

NorthPark relies on your generosity to support the mission and ministry 
of the church. Offering envelopes are found in the pew racks. Online gifts 
may be given by scanning the QR code with your phone camera. Checks 
may be mailed to NorthPark Presbyterian Church; P.O. Box 515454; 
Dallas, TX 75251-5454. 



NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Today through September 4, we have one worship service at 10:00 a.m. The regular worship 
service times of 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. resume on kick-off Sunday, September 11. The 
sanctuary choir is on hiatus during July and will return next Sunday, August 7. 

 
STAFF OUT OF OFFICE 

Greg Miller is on vacation from August 1-12. Rev. Nicole Bates is on vacation August 2-4. 
 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

At NorthPark, we are serious about following God without taking ourselves too seriously. 
Seekers, thinkers, doers – all are welcome here! To learn more about NorthPark, contact Cheryl 
Cunningham (214-363-5457 x106 or membership@northparkpres.org).  

 
NO LUNCH TODAY 

Because of Pet Blessing Sunday, there is no formal lunch bunch today. Please join us next Sunday 
after worship for a meal, fellowship, and guided discussion.  

 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS/TEACHER SUPPLY COLLECTION 

Students, mark your calendars for a blessing of the backpacks on August 14 during worship. In 
lieu of an August Reverse Food Truck collection, That day, we will also collect donations of school 
supplies for teachers at Jill Stone Elementary in Vickery Meadow. The most needed supplies are 
erasers, composition notebooks, dry erase markers, pencil sharpeners, pencils, colored pencils, 
red or blue pocket folders, pre-k scissors/left hand scissors, crayons, and glue sticks/glue. 

 
TALK ABOUT IT 

Reflecting on today’s service, may these questions guide your thoughts and conversations: 
1. What kinds of things are you willing to do to “keep the peace” with your coworkers? Spouse? 

Children? Neighbors?  
2. In what areas of your life/our world do you long for the kind of peace Isaiah describes? 
3. How can you share the gospel of peace in your spheres of influence? 
4. Where do you find hope today? 

 
LEARN MORE 

More information, including a complete calendar of events and staff contact information, can be 
found on the NorthPark website, northparkpres.org. 
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