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NorthPark Presbyterian Church 
Maundy Thursday 

April 9, 2020 
 

Traditionally, Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the night when Jesus shared with his disciples their 
last supper together before his arrest and crucifixion. Jesus’ words and actions become instituted as a 
Christian ritual (1 Cor. 11:23-26) and later a sacrament of the church (communion).  
 
On the first Maundy Thursday, the disciples gathered in an upper room of a home in Jerusalem at the 
beginning of Passover. In the context of Holy Week, Christians gather for tonight’s service following the 
mandate from Jesus to “do this in remembrance of me.”   
 
This year is different in so many ways, as you know, including the reality of another mandate that we may 
only gather in person with those in our home. And yet, we have learned how to gather virtually, 
worshiping together from our living rooms via the miracle of the internet. It gives new meaning to “the 
great cloud of witnesses.” If we think about it, Christians have been gathering virtually in faith from all 
times and places every time we worship. And that reality will surely be true this Maundy Thursday.   
 
With this in mind, we offer a service for your worship at home tonight.  
 
Included is not the usual communion liturgy because in the Presbyterian tradition, ordained ministers 
and officers serve our sacraments. However, there is another Christian tradition in which we can 
participate.  
 
Since the earliest of days after Easter, Christians have had this common meal that expressed the self-
giving love of God. This meal is called the Agape Feast (agape being the Greek word for the self-giving 
love of God). It acknowledges our koinonia: our community, sharing, fellowship and unity through Christ 
who calls us together. The Agape Feast is what we celebrate tonight. 
 
Below, you will find a worship liturgy, followed by possible activities for preparation (including some 
especially for children). The service can be shared before, during or after a meal. 
 
However you use these materials, we hope that they will be spiritually meaningful, for we remember 
Jesus’ promise that “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” (Matthew 
18:20).  With that understanding none of us are alone because “we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1) each one of us can rejoice in the blessing of our community of faith and the 
presence of Christ’s Spirit at all times. (Matthew 28:20b). 
 
- Rev. Trudy Morphew  
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Maundy Thursday Service 
 
Gather around a table, if possible. If there are enough people to do so, different ones may hold one of the 
items following items: a towel, a bowl, a pitcher of water, a loaf of bread, and a cup of wine (or whatever 
beverage works for your family).  
 
During the Opening Words, be ready to place them in the center of the table as each is mentioned below. If 
there are not enough people for this, simply place the items on the table before you begin.   
 
One person should be the leader and speak the parts that are NOT BOLDED. Everyone else will voice the 
BOLDED words. 

 
Opening Words 

In the growing darkness we gather. 
Our Lenten journey has brought us here. 
Jesus, our Teacher and Lord, sets before us: 
a towel, 
a bowl and pitcher of water, 
bread, 
a cup. 
He gives us an example 
and a commandment ever-new: 
to love one another as he has loved us. 
This is how everyone will know 
we are his disciples, 
when we love each other 
as Jesus loves us. 

 
Hymn   “Jesus Loves Me”  

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;    
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.   
 
Chorus: 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to Me.” 
 
Chorus 

  
Call to Confession 

Our hearts struggle between faithfulness and betrayal. 
We are weak, but God is steadfast. 
Trusting in the unwavering love of Jesus Christ, 
who has delivered us from sin and death, 
let us confess our sin. 
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Prayer of Confession 
If your family has made stained glass prayers of confession, they may be shared here and placed in the 
center of the table. These could substitute for the following prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ 
how well you know our hearts, 
and still you love us — 
you have loved us to the end. 
 
We have denied you, 
and we have denied our calling 
to serve one another. 
 
We have betrayed you 
and we have betrayed your commandment 
to love one another. 
 
Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us.  
Teach us to love and serve you faithfully 
and to love and serve one another 
by the example you have set for us; 
in your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

Water is poured from pitcher to bowl. 
 
In our baptism, we are reminded that God loves us enough to die for us.   
There is no length that God will not go to forgive and save us. 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

 
Music   

A special recording may be played here or a favorite hymn sung. 

 
Maundy Thursday Litany 

Gracious God, we give you thanks this night for the privilege of gathering together to remember, to 
celebrate, and to share. 
 
We give you thanks for the journey we have been on with you — from manger to Temple, from 
Egypt to Galilee, from darkness to light. 
 
Tonight we feast, as you did on a night like this so long ago, remembering your promises, your mighty 
deeds, your rescue of your people, your saving grace. 
 
As we share this meal tonight, make us mindful of those who are hungry and those who thirst 
for love and kindness. 
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As we celebrate together, make us mindful of those who are ill, of those who are working tirelessly in 
hospitals, in government offices and health organizations around the globe, trying desperately to help 
people, to flatten the curve, and to stay safe themselves. 
 
We pray for all who are lonely, who are afraid, who worry in these anxious times and ask that 
your Spirit of comfort and peace be upon them.  Help us to remember that it is you who brings 
order out of chaos, who is the light in all our darkness, and who walks with us every day, 
bringing hope to all. 
 
Lord, hear us now as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Sharing the Meal 

This would be an appropriate time to eat your meal. After you have finished the meal and the table 
cleared of dishes, regather at the table and continue the service. The prayer and scriptures may be read 
aloud and the monologue “Peter Remembers” by various people or two who are assigned the parts. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

Prepare our hearts and minds to hear what you want us to know and understand from this special 
story of Jesus and his disciples at their last meal together.  Help us to hear this story in faith with open 
minds and hearts.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Scripture    

John 13:1-17 

 
Peter Remembers* (a monologue in response to scripture) 

I know, I know… you’re all sitting there thinking, “Well, there goes Peter again, running off at the 
mouth before thinking about things.” But it’s not that simple. No. Really. I mean, yes, you’re right. I do 
speak too quickly sometimes, but you need to understand some things about that night. I’d been with 
Jesus for a long time. I’ve seen things that he’s done that no one else has ever done. I’ve seen him cure 
blind people. I’ve seen him make a lame man walk.  I’ve seen him raise his friend Lazarus from being 
dead. (long pause) 
 
This man has been my teacher, my master, my hope.  I’ve even seen him glorified and the voice of 
God… THE voice of God!... proclaiming him God’s very Son! How can I have such a man kneeling before 
me to wash MY feet? Can you understand this? I didn’t understand! How could Jesus act like a humble 
servant? 
 
I wanted so much to be part of all that he was about. If washing me or my feet made him part of me, 
then, of course, I wanted him to wash me, all of me. But he said I still didn’t understand. It wasn’t 
about cleanliness, but a lesson in what it means to be a servant, to put someone who is loved first over 
my own wants and needs. I didn’t understand then, but I wanted to. I wanted to so badly… 
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Scripture     
John 13:18-30 

 
Peter Remembers 

What can I say about Judas? That he betrayed our Lord and, in so doing, earned the scorn and hatred 
of everyone who loved him! And yet, I don’t think Jesus hated him. It’s so hard to understand. 
 
There we were, gathered at table, partaking in a meal of fellowship, and Jesus was busy teaching us so 
many things. He washed our feet and gave us the bread and the cup, symbols of servanthood, he said, 
and our unity in him. The stunning thing was that Jesus included Judas in all of, all the while knowing 
what Judas was about to do him. I don’t think I’ll ever fully understand — not about Judas, not about 
Jesus’ inclusion of him, not about how Jesus could know and still love Judas. 
 
And then I think… if Judas had not betrayed our Lord, then Jesus would not have been crucified… and 
if Jesus had not been crucified, then he would not have been resurrected… and if he had not been 
resurrected, then we would not have received our salvation… so it all had to be, didn’t it? Yet, Judas 
was a betrayer! He sat at that table with us, his feet were washed just like mine, he shared the bread 
and cup with us. He was one of us, and yet he betrayed Jesus. I guess Jesus forgives even traitors? 

 
Scripture    

Mark 14:22-25 

 
Peter Remembers 

So many memories, so many images, so many feelings from that night. We all knew something strange 
was in the wind. Jesus seemed different that night somehow. He was always teaching us, pointing out 
things, catching us up in his stories, his parables, making us think, and rethink, and think again. But 
that night… that night, there was a sense of something more urgent, no... not urgent… something final, 
like the last piece of a puzzle being put into place, finally giving the whole picture but still maintaining 
some sense of mystery about itself. 
 
We were still eating and Jesus, without any forewarning or anything, suddenly picked up a loaf of 
bread from the table and began to pray over it. We all got real quiet, you know how you do when 
you’re talking and suddenly realize someone is praying in the room? And when Jesus finished his 
prayer, he broke the loaf in half and passed it to us, and he said the strangest thing — he said, “Take, 
eat; this is my body.” We didn’t understand what he meant, but we sort of figured there was some 
point he was going to make, you know, like when he would tell us a parable and then later on had to 
explain what it meant because none of us got it the first time. But instead of explaining what he meant, 
Jesus picked up a cup of wine and began to pray over that as well. And when he finished that prayer, 
he passed the cup around, telling us, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” And of course, we all drank just like we had 
all eaten of the bread. 
 
None of us then understood what Jesus was saying. I thought he was just being… well, kind of poetic, I 
guess. None of us knew how literal this talk of broken body and shed blood was going to be or how 
soon it would be upon us in all its frightening reality. But he had more to say, kinda like parting words 
we might need to remember in the coming days, maybe even longer. 
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Scripture   
John 13:33-35 

 
Prayer of Intercession 

This should be a short prayer, asking God to help those who you are concerned about, who are sick and 
so forth. If your family has made a Healing Board, this would be a good time to bring those names to the 
table for prayer and if new names are mentioned in the prayer, add them to the board. 

 
Family Service Project 

Jesus asked us to love one another, to care for each other, to be good neighbors. This time is suggested for 
your family to consider ways that you could be good neighbors, loving friends and family members, even 
as we all “shelter-in-place.” Perhaps writing cheerful letters or make cards to send to names on the 
Healing Board or to send to those who would feel better hearing from you. Maybe a phone call. Maybe 
some video time with someone. Can you deliver groceries or a bouquet of flowers from your yard? Be 
creative. Have fun and make it your family’s Good Neighbor project. 

 
Closing Prayer 

Dear God, Jesus set an example for us to serve others as he has served us and to love one another as 
he loved us. He left the table with his disciples to go to the garden to pray, preparing himself for what 
was to come. He committed to being our Savior to loving us to the end even though it cost him 
everything. Help us to be grateful Christians, faithful in our love for you and each other as Jesus 
taught. Prepare us for the days ahead, as we walk with Jesus to the cross, the tomb and wait for the 
glory of Easter morning. In the name of our precious Savior, Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Peter Remembers is adapted from a Love Feast worship written by A. Lee Kinsey which was first held at 
Mill Creek Church of the Brethren, Port Republic, Virginia. 
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Maundy Thursday 
Suggested Preparations and Activities 

 
We suggest that some care is taken about the worship space. Here are some suggestions: 
 

• Colorful cloth or table runner.  Any color will do, but the color for Lent is purple.   
• Add a Christ candle.  Light when you all are gathered. 
• Bread & cup (To be shared during the meal using whatever ingredients are available – bread, 

tortillas, pita, crackers.  Fill the cup with wine/juice/whatever beverage works for your family.) 
• Empty bowl, glass preferred. 
• Pitcher with water, glass preferred. 
• Hand towel, symbol of a servant 
• Music — Recorded instrumental music or recorded hymns would be great. Or perhaps someone in 

your family plays an instrument or sings beautifully. Be creative with this. It could be background 
music for ambiance or specific pieces. 

 
Here are some preparation suggestions for families with children:  
 
Table and Meal Prep: Let your kids help with some of the above preparations. Maybe they could make a 
colorful table runner or even place mats for each person. If you are eating a full meal, let them help in 
whatever ways are appropriate. In fact, everyone could help with that part! 
 
Confession Cards: Make and use during the Prayer of Confession (in addition to or in place of the prayer 
printed in the service). A set involves 3 cards, prepared ahead of time. The cards could be made to look 
like stained glass with blank spaces for the writing. One idea is to leave a blank cross-shaped space in the 
middle of the ‘stained glass’ where the writing could be done. Or each person may want to decorate their 
cards with their own ideas, being sure that the sayings below and some blank space for their written 
response are on each card.  
 
Card #1 should say on it, “I’m sorry dear Jesus.” The thing(s) that a person is sorry for could be written 
within the cross. Card #2 should say on it, “Help me to be good.” The thing(s) a person wants help with 
can be written within the cross. Card #3 should say on it, “I love you Jesus.” Images of love can be drawn 
within the cross. 
 
Each person should bring their set to the service and, at the time for the Prayer of Confession, can place it 
in the center of the table. 
 
Healing Board: This is a fun way to create a place to keep track of those people who you know are sick or 
need healing. On a bandaid, let the kids write names of those persons who need healing. Stick the bandaid 
on the poster or whatever you use for your “board.” No extra bandaids? Yours have some superhero on 
them? Draw bandaids on the board and then add names. This can be an ongoing project. It’s a good 
reminder of who needs your prayers. 
 
Count Your Blessings: Often in anxious times, we need to highlight our blessings and the positive things 
in our lives. Consider setting up a Lego/Duplo station somewhere in your home. Let people create 
“blessing towers” out of the blocks. Say: “Count your blessings one by one. For each thing you are happy 
for, add a block to the stack. See how many blessings you have! Thank God for your blessings.” 


