
An Order for Compline 
The Officiant begins 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect 
end. Amen. 

Officiant  Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People  The maker of heaven and earth. 

The Officiant may then say 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 

May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Officiant then says 

 O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 



 
 
 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

One or more of the following Psalms are sung or said. Other suitable 
selections may be substituted. 

Psalm 32 
 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered. 
 
 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 
While I kept silence, my body wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
 
 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
    my strength was dried up[a] as by the heat of summer. 
 
 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
    and I did not hide my iniquity; 
 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
 Therefore let all who are faithful 
    offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 
    shall not reach them. 
 

 You are a hiding place for me; 
    you preserve me from trouble; 
    you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14360a


I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
    I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
 
 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
    whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
    else it will not stay near you. 
 

 Many are the torments of the wicked, 
    but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 
 
 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 
    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

One of the following, or some other suitable passage of Scripture, is read 

Lord, you are in the midst of us, and we are called by your 
Name: Do not forsake us, O Lord our God.    Jeremiah 14:9,22 

People Thanks be to God. 

Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your faith.    1 Peter 5:8-9a 

People Thanks be to God. 

Then follows 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

Officiant  Lord, hear our prayer; 
People  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

The Officiant then says one of the following Collects 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and 
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

One of the following prayers may be added 

O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live 
in and the life we live: Watch over those, both night and day, 



who work while others sleep, and grant that we may never 
forget that our common life depends upon each other's toil; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be 
offered. 
 
The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon, which 
is sung or said by all 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
   and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

All repeat the Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant concludes 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless us and keep us. Amen. 


