
DATIA Washington Update in partnership with The Vogel Group 
August 3, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
House Passes Medical Marijuana Legislation  
Last Tuesday, the House of Representatives passed the Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research 
Expansion Act with 325 votes. The vote came less than a full week after the legislation was introduced in 
the chamber. The bill would streamline the application process for researchers and remove FDA barriers to 
encourage research on marijuana and the benefits it may have.  
 
It directs the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to follow specified procedures to register both 
practitioners conducting marijuana research and manufacturers supplying marijuana for the research.   
Congressman Earl Blumeanuer (D-OR), the primary sponsor of the bill and longtime advocate for cannabis 
reform, was elated to see the bill pass the first chamber.   
 
Senators Feinstein (D-CA) and Grassley (R-IA) shared their 
optimism that the bill will pass swiftly in the Senate due to its 
significant bipartisan support. The bill notably will allow for more 
efficient avenues for the research of medical marijuana. While 
Senate democrats are not unified regarding recreational 
marijuana use, there is broad bipartisan support for expanding 
research on both the safety and effectiveness of cannabis and 
CBD products as medical treatments.    
 
Impact on DATIA Members:  
The bipartisan support behind the House passed Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research Expansion 
Act may be seen as a sign that legislators on both sides of the aisle see the clear benefits to marijuana use 
in a medical context, while some still disapprove of its recreational use. The growing approval of marijuana 
as a medical treatment may slowly lead to additional regulation and guidance of the cannabis industry, 
likely impacting DATIA members. Congress appears to be eager to push for new legislation to expand 
research opportunities within the growing industry.    
 
Cannabis Administration & Opportunity Act Introduced 
Last week, Senators Schumer (D-NY), Wyden (D-OR), and Booker (D-NJ) introduced their long-awaited 
federal cannabis legalization bill. The Cannabis Administration & Opportunity Act (CAOA) is a 
comprehensive piece of legislation that would end federal cannabis prohibition by removing cannabis from 
the Controlled Substances Act, empowering states to create their own cannabis laws, ensuring federal 
regulation protects public health and safety, and prioritizing restorative and economic justice. The bill aims 
to address public health and safety along with the financial implications of the growing cannabis industry.   
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The bill was initially released as a discussion draft last year with a request for comments from a variety of 
public stakeholders. The legislation has undergone extensive edits through work with several Senate 
committees and contains several similarities to the MORE Act and the SAFE Banking Act, which have both 
passed the House. Congressman Blumenauer (D-OR) is optimistic that any differences can be reconciled 
between the CAOA and the two House passed bills. Democrats are optimistic that the bill will serve as a 
catalyst for change by removing barriers within the cannabis industry. The bill has only received democratic 
support thus far.  
 
Happening in Washington 
Manchin’s Reconciliation Package 

• Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) surprised 
Washington last week with an announcement that they reached a new reconciliation deal for a 
$740 billion package. The announcement has since rearranged the legislative and political outlook in 
Washington moving into August recess and the November midterm elections. 

• Only hours after the Senate passed the semiconductor bill, Manchin and Schumer released the 
framework and legislative text for the new compromised package, known as the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022. The current draft proposal includes changing the corporate minimum tax rate to 15% 
for companies of a certain size and a Medicare prescription drug pricing provision that aims to cut 
spending by $288 billion. The package also includes historic funding for broad climate reform. 

• Schumer aims to bring the reconciliation package to a Senate vote in the coming weeks, but it is not 
yet clear if Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) will support the new package. Both Sinema and Manchin 
notably held up previous versions of the reconciliation package. Stakeholders are also shifting focus 
to House progressives to see if they will support the new compromised package if it passes the 
Senate. 

 
Biden to Sign Semiconductor Funding Bill 

• The House voted 243-187 to pass The Chips and Science Act, a $280 billion package for the domestic 
chip making industry and scientific research. The Senate voted 64-33 to pass the bill on Wednesday 
and it will now head to President Biden’s desk. 

• The legislation aims to boost American manufacturing of essential computer chips to prevent future 
supply chain reliance on China. The bill provides $52.7 billion in funding for semiconductor 
production and authorizes an additional $200 billion for scientific research. 

• The legislation came after months of negotiations between the House and Senate on a larger 
legislative package to address American competitiveness with China. However, in recent weeks, the 
Senate moved forward with the pared-down bill focused on domestic semiconductor 
manufacturing. 

 
House Passes Assault Weapons Ban 

• Last week, the House passed legislation banning assault weapons. The vote is largely viewed as a 
symbolic step by the chamber as the measure with likely fail in the Senate. Five democrats notably 
voted against the bill, while two Republicans voted in favor. The bill would ban the sale, import 
manufacture or transfer of specific semi-automatic weapons. However, the legislation does not call 
for the removal or confiscation of weapons currently owned. 
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Bill Watch 
PREPARE Act of 2022- H.R. 7513  

• The bill was introduced by Rep. Joyce (R-OH), Rep. Jeffries (D-NY) and Rep. Mast (R-FL) and referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, as well as the Committees on the Judiciary, Ways & 
Means, Agriculture and Financial Services. 

Licensing Individual Commercial Exam-takers Now Safely and Efficiently Act of 2022- S.3556 
• The bill was introduced by Sen. Lummis (R-WY) and Sen. Kelly (D-AZ) and referred to the Committee 

on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
TSA Security Threat Assessment Application Modernization Act - H.R. 6571 

• The bill was introduced by Rep. Smith (D-WI) and referred to the House Committee on Homeland 
Security. 

Marijuana in Federally Assisted Housing Parity Act – H.R. 3212  
• The bill was introduced by Congresswoman Norton (D-DC) and referred to the House Financial 

Services Committee. 
Marijuana Data Collection Act – S. 1456, H.R. 3043 

• In the Senate, the bill was introduced by Senators Menendez (D-NJ) and Paul (R-KY) and referred to 
the Senate HELP Committee. 

• In the House, the bill was introduced by Congresswoman Garcia (D-TX) and referred to the House 
Committees on Energy and Commerce, Judiciary, and Education and Labor. 

Secure and Fair Enforcement SAFE Banking Act - H.R. 1996 
• The bill passed the House on April 19th and its coinciding bill (S. 910) was introduced in the Senate 

and referred to the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs. 
Veterans Medical Marijuana Safe Harbor Act   

• In the Senate, the bill was introduced by Senator Schatz (D-HI) on April 16 and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.  

• In the House, it was introduced by Congresswoman Lee (D-CA-13) on October 19, and referred to 
the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security. 

Marijuana 1-to-3 Act – H.R. 365 
• The bill has been introduced and referred to the House Energy & Commerce Committee and House 

Judiciary Committee. 
Cannabidiol and Marihuana Research Expansion Act – S. 253 

• The bill passed the Senate on March 28th with an amendment by unanimous consent and is 
currently being held at the desk in the House. 

Medical Marijuana Research Act – H.R. 5657 
• The bill passed the House on April 4th on a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.  It was 

received in the Senate on April 5th. 
MORE (Marijuana Opportunity and Expungement) Act of 2021 – H.R. 3617 

• The bill passed the House on April 1st.  It was received in the Senate on April 4 and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Cannabis Administration and Opportunity Act – S.4591 
• The bill was introduced in the Senate on July 21st and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research Act – H.R. 8454 
• The bill passed the House on July 26, 2022 and has been received in the Senate. 

 
 


