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Mother and Child, 1993 

Elizabeth Catlett 
Mahogany 

The Studio Museum in Harlem 
 
Catlett was from Washington, DC, but spent much of her professional years in Mexico. 
She was a sculptor and printmaker and is best known for her depictions of African 
American and Mexican struggles for equality. She also focused on the experiences and 
images of women and children. 

 



 Announcements 
 

[Please send any announcements for the bulletin or weekly Enews to the Secretary 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) by 9am Thursday morning.  Please include the exact wording of 

how you would like the announcement to appear.  Any information received after 9am will be included in 

the following week's bulletin and Enews.  Thank you!] 

Reminder: We will no longer be live-streaming our worship services on Facebook. Go 

to Youtube.com/ConcordsFirstChurch to watch the services live. 

Next Circle Gathering - SAVE THE DATE: Our next Circle Gathering will be Sunday, 

October 26th before worship from 9:30-10:15am  

Delegates Needed!!! Dear First Church Members and Associate Members, the Annual 

Meeting of the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, and the FIRST annual meeting of the 

newly formed Granite State Association is: 

Saturday, October 25th, 9-4:30 pm at Geneva Point Center (108 Geneva Point Rd, 

Moultonborough, NH 03254).  –Or you can attend virtually.– 

There are important topics being discussed and voted on that will have an impact on us 

at the local church, association, and conference level.  You are invited to prayerfully 

consider volunteering to represent First Church, Concord either in person or online 

(Pastor Emilia will be attending online), so that we can be informed about the changes 

that are coming and foster community and reconnect with the wider church. 

NEW Website: Please visit and explore at www.concordsfirstchurch.org. 

  
Weekly Prayers for the Nation: Join Rev. Renee’ for a weekly hour of prayer for our 

nation on Zoom.  Wednesdays at 1pm.  Zoom link is in the weekly E-News and in the 

calendar on the website. 

Crop Walk:  The CROP Hunger Walk is a nationwide movement sponsored by Church 

World Service to raise funds to end hunger and poverty in the U.S. and around the 

world.  Please consider donating to this program.   Please address checks to The First 

Congregational Church and on the memo line add the words Crop Walk.  Thank You. 

Your smartphone wants to know what's  
happening at First Church! 
Scan this QR code with your phone's camera. 
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Welcome to First Congregational Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

Rev. Emilia Halstead 
October 12, 2025 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
  
Prelude        `  Periwinkle Twinkle (Anne Crosby Gaudet)       Annie Papinsick 
 
Setting Our Intentions for Worship: (written by Ben Okri from “The Blue Crusade”) 
Our sages made magic with blue. 
They conjured with it, invoked with it, and created protective spells with its  
inner nature. 
Our best potions are made with sprinklings of blue enchantments. 
We made realities with this mystic color. 
We destroyed evils with its potent flame. 
In our ecstasies we went through portals of blue to the source of our highest 
joys. 
No darkness of mind but cannot be soothed and dissolved by its ministrations. 
 
Coming Into the Invisible Embrace of Beauty: (written by Ben Okri from “The Blue 
Crusade”) 
We made many discoveries in the unseen realm. One of these discoveries was 
the color blue. We could travel in this color. We could pass through a certain 
tone of blue into the world beyond thought, where gods dwell. We dreamed in 
blue. Some of us made magic carpets of blue on which we visited our friends 
in remote constellations.  
 
Offering Our Moments of Beauty 
 
Song:#23   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (Public Domain) 

 
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

there’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There’s no place where earthy sorrows are more felt than in God’s heaven; 

there’s no place where earthy failings have such kindly judgement given. 

 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of our minds; 

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s word, 

and our lives would show thanksgiving for the goodness of our God. 

 
Hear now our modern lesson, “Poet by the Sea” by Ben Okri 
Here ends the lesson. 
Amen. 
 

 
  

 

  



Let us share together from the book of Jeremiah… 
Hebrew Scriptures  Jeremiah 33:1-3 (The Voice)       Phil Kimball 
 
For a second time the message of the Eternal came to Jeremiah as he was being 

held in the court of the guard. The Eternal who made the earth, who formed and 

fashioned it, the One whose name is “the Eternal,” has this to say: 

Eternal One: Call to Me, and I will answer you. I will tell you of great 

things, things beyond what you can imagine, things you could never have 

known. 

Here ends the lesson. 
Amen. 
 
Hear now from the book of Acts… 
New Testament Lesson  Acts 12:1-17 (The Living Bible)       Phil Kimball

  
About that time King Herod moved against some of the believers and killed 

the apostle James (John’s brother). When Herod saw how much this pleased the 

Jewish leaders, he arrested Peter during the Passover celebration and imprisoned 

him, placing him under the guard of sixteen soldiers. Herod’s intention was to  

deliver Peter to the Jews for execution after the Passover. But earnest prayer was 

going up to God from the church for his safety all the time he was in prison. 

The night before he was to be executed, he was asleep, double-chained  

between two soldiers with others standing guard before the prison gate, when 

suddenly there was a light in the cell and an angel of the Lord stood beside Peter! 

The angel slapped him on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And 

the chains fell off his wrists! Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put on 

your shoes.” And he did. “Now put on your coat and follow me!” the angel        

ordered. 

So Peter left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was 

a dream or vision and didn’t believe it was really happening. They passed the first 

and second cell blocks and came to the iron gate to the street, and this opened to 

them of its own accord! So they passed through and walked along together for a 

block, and then the angel left him. 

Peter finally realized what had happened! “It’s really true!” he said to    

himself. “The Lord has sent his angel and saved me from Herod and from what 

the Jews were hoping to do to me!” 

After a little thought he went to the home of Mary, mother of John Mark, 

where many were gathered for a prayer meeting. 

He knocked at the door in the gate, and a girl named Rhoda came to open 

it. When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that she ran back  

inside to tell everyone that Peter was standing outside in the street.  

                                                                                        Continued on next page 



 
They didn’t believe her. “You’re out of your mind,” they said. When she   

insisted they decided, “It must be his angel. They must have killed him.” 

Meanwhile Peter continued knocking. When they finally went out and 

opened the door, their surprise knew no bounds. He motioned for them to quiet 

down and told them what had happened and how the Lord had brought him out 

of jail. “Tell James and the others what happened,” he said—and left for safer 

quarters. 

Here ends the lesson. 
Amen. 

 
Sermon     ‘Out of the Blue’   Rev. Emilia Halstead 
 

Pausing for Moment of Silent Reflection 
 
Song Story          Jim Wildman 
 
Song:   Down By The Riverside (African American Spiritual) 

 
I'm gonna lay down my burden, down by the riverside (x3) 

I'm gonna lay down my burden, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more 

 

[Chorus] I ain't gonna study war no more, (x6) 

 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside (x3) 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more [Chorus] 

 

I'm gonna put on my long white robe, down by the riverside (x3) 

I'm gonna put on my long white robe, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more [Chorus] 

 

I'm gonna put on my starry crown, down by the riverside (x3) 

I'm gonna put on my starry crown, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more [Chorus] 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 



 
Global Ministries Weekly Prayers: Japan 
(Mission Moment written by Trevor Haliburton, ARI volunteer. Prayer written by Timothy 
Bernard Appau, ARI Chaplain) 

 
Mission Moment with Japan 
 
Responsive Prayer with Japan: 
Heavenly Father, we come before you with a spirit of humility and thanksgiving. We      
beseech you, Lord, to help your called-out people to build a world where Peace and     
Love can dwell. 
Thank you, Lord, for the establishment of the Asian Rural Institute in Japan, 
which serves you in your mission fields. We thank you for the growing and     
nurturing leaders from the developing countries who are here to live together  
for nine months at a place where we are living together to overcome differences 
in religion, language, lifestyles, and cultural background—a place where we    
recognize each other’s dignity. 
We also lift up the warm and resilient people from places that ARI serves from Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America. Holy Father, we stand before you with a humble spirit, asking for 
your grace upon these people, that they may be granted unity, peace, and prosperity. God 
of Glory, be a beacon of hope for those in need and help the nations grow in harmony and 
love. 
Precious Lord, you are the pillar of Peace for this world; build our hopes, dreams, 
and visions on the Rock of peace. May the Love through your son Jesus Christ 
bring to the end of all fears and all divisions in this world and renew our spirit 
every single day, and above all, Lord, give us wisdom to live in these pain-filled 
times of uncertainty and a fearful world. In your holy name we pray with thanks-
giving.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 

(Response to each verbal prayer:)  
God of the unexpected, 

 Receive our prayer. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (adapted from a prayer written by Katie Cook) 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.    
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And  forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into    
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and  
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sung Amen:     Alleluia 

 
Offertory 
 

Invitation (crafted by Rev. Emilia with ChatGPT) 
 

Gratitude Music    In Solitude                            Annie Papinsick 
 
Unison Prayer of Dedication (crafted by Rev. Emilia with ChatGPT) 
Mysterious and generous God, 
You come to us often in ways that are outside our finite plans, 
In the quiet moments, with surprising grace, 
In the beauty that blooms where we thought nothing could grow;  
Out of the blue, you show up. 
                                                           Continued on next page 

 



Take what we have offered today— 
our money, our time, our hearts— 
and use it in ways we can’t yet imagine. 
Surprise us, O God. 
Startle the world with your justice, your healing, your joy. 
 
May these gifts be a part of something beautiful, 
something bold, 
something that comes—out of the blue. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Song: #25  O God, Our Help in Ages Past (Public Domain) 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
 

Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 

A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten, as a dream fades at the opening day. 
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Still be our God while troubles last, and our eternal home! 

 
Setting our Intentions for the Week Ahead 
 
Greatest Commandment 
 
Sending & Benediction (crafted by Rev. Emilia with ChatGPT) 
 
Postlude    After the Rain (Joanne Bender)                Annie Papinsick 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 


