FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT FEBRUARY 21, 2021
The Service of Morning Prayer

OPENING HYMN

O God, our help in ages past
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Please note that BCP refers to The Book of Common Prayer should you wish to refer to the prayer
book.
Officiant: Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. -Joel 2:13
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

BCP 80

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
JUBILATE

Psalm 100

Officiant and People
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

BCP 82
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Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
THE PSALM APPOINTED: PSALM 25:1-9

BCP 614

Lector: The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 25, to be read in unison.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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THE LESSON

GENESIS 9:8-17

A reading from the Book of Genesis:
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen
in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
HYMN

Lord, who throughout these forty days
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THE GOSPEL

MARK 1:29-39

A Reading from the Gospel According to St. Mark:
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

HOMILY

Cheryl Spessert

The Mission of Holy Comforter
Love God, Love Others
Serve God, Serve Others
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

BCP 96

Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:

BCP 97

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Then follows Suffrage B

BCP 98

Officiant: Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
People: Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Officiant: Day by day we bless you;
People: We praise your Name for ever.
Officiant: Lord, keep us from all sin today;
People: Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
Officiant: Lord, show us your love and mercy;
People: For we put our trust in you.
Officiant: In you, Lord, is our hope;
People: And we shall never hope in vain.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
BCP 218
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help
us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each
one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A COLLECT FOR PEACE
BCP 99
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death
into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide
our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lector: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us. We especially give thanks for those celebrating birthdays: Andrew
Dunavan, Duncan Colsh, David Blake, and Juliana Hudson. For those celebrating anniversaries:
Robbie and Gail Jarrell. For our partnership with Martinez Elementary School and The Claiborne at
West Lake.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Robbie Jarrell and Ellen Kazimer. For
those who are homebound. For the safety of all those who serve abroad.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom, especially for those who have died
from COVID-19.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Officiant: Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask, help us to ask only what
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask,
grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING
Always remember how short life is and how little time we have to gladden the hearts of those who
travel with us. So be quick to love and make haste to be kind. And the rich and abundant blessing
of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all, evermore. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.
People (Especially children): Thanks be to God.
Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and
ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
CLOSING HYMN

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953; © Oxford University Press, London. All rights reserved.
Reprint under OneLicense #A-730034
Music: Slane, Irish melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927

Lord of all hopefulness
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SERVING TODAY
Officiant

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor

Preacher

Cheryl Spessert

Lector

Dave Blake

Musician

Drs. Brad and Lucy Green

Live stream

Mr. William Liebel, Mr. Thomas Saunders, Mr. Steven Ricks

VESTRY
Fred Hoogland, Sr. Warden, Dave Blake, Jr. Warden
Mallory Halterman , Pam Vanscoy,
Tab Carter , Bill Liebel
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