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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  JULY 26, 2020 

The Service of Morning Prayer 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                               The Church’s one foundation 
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Please note that BCP refers to The Book of Common Prayer should you wish to refer to the prayer 
book. 
 
Officiant:  The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. 
  

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
  
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER                                                                                                                 BCP 80 
 
Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia.   

 

JUBILATE     Psalm 100                                                                                                                               BCP 82 
  

Officiant and People 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

    serve the Lord with gladness 

    and come before his presence with a song.  
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Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

    he himself has made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise; * 

    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

  

For the Lord is good; 

his mercy is everlasting; * 

    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

 
 
THE PSALM APPOINTED: PSALM 119:129-136                                                                                   BCP 774 
 

Lector:  The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 119, to be read in unison. 
 

 Your decrees are wonderful; * 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 

When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

 

 I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

 

Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

 

Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 

Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

 

Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

 

My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
because people do not keep your law. 

 

 



 4 

THE FIRST LESSON                                     1 KINGS 3:5-12 
 

A Reading from the First book of  Kings: 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should 
give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out 
or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can 
govern this your great people?” 

 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you.” 

 
             The Word of the Lord                                                                                      

Thanks be to God  
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON                                           ROMANS 8:26-39 
 

A Reading from  Paul’s Letter to the Romans:  
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God. 
 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
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who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

    

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL HYMN                                                                                                                                  Rock of Ages 
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THE GOSPEL                                                                        MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to St. Matthew:   
  

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went 
and sold all that he had and bought it.  
  
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
     

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

HOMILY                                      The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor 
 

 

 

 

The Mission of Holy Comforter 
  

Love God, Love Others 
  

Serve God, Serve Others 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                                          BCP 96 
 

Officiant and People together 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS                                                                                                                 BCP 97 
 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

Officiant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,   
 thy kingdom come,   
 thy will be done,   
  on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those   
  who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,   
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Then follows Suffrage A                                                                                                                             BCP 97 
 

Officiant:  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People:  And grant us your salvation. 
 

Officiant:  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People:  Let your people sing with joy. 
 

Officiant:  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People:   For only in you can we live in safety. 
 

Officiant:  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People:   And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 

Officiant:  Let your way be known upon earth; 
People:   Your saving health among all nations. 
 

Officiant:  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People:   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

Officiant:  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People:  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                                                                                                             BCP 231 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:  
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR GUIDANCE                                                                                                                         BCP 100 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 

 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 

We thank you, Lord. 
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For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. For those in need of healing:  Holly Pinheiro, 

Teresa Williams, Joy Waldo, Scott Wiesniski, and Carolyn Schmidt.  For those who are homebound.  

For the safety of Joseph Haddow and all those who serve abroad. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  For those celebrating birthdays:  Rick Mahaffie, 

Susan Padgett, Brian Keith, and Scotty Nead.  For those celebrating anniversaries:  John and Sara Lue, 

Trevor and Brooke Belair.  For our partnership with Martinez Elementary School and The Claiborne at 

West Lake.   

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom:  Renee Edwards 

 

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept 

and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, 

but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                                                                All things bright and beautiful 
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Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine:  Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever.  Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
Always remember how short life is and how little time we have to gladden the hearts of those who 
travel with us.  So be quick to love and make haste to be kind.  And the rich and abundant blessing 
of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all, evermore.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 
Officiant:  Alleluia, Alleluia.  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.                        

People (Especially children):    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Officiant/Preacher   The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor  

Lector     Elizabeth Hahn 

Musician     Drs. Brad and Lucy Green 

Live stream    Mr. Thomas Saunders and Mr. William Liebel 
  

  

VESTRY 

Fred Hoogland,  Sr. Warden, Dave Blake, Jr. Warden  

Mallory Halterman , Steven Hahn,  

Tab Carter , Bill Liebel   

 

 

 


