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THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION:  PALM SUNDAY 

 

OPENING HYMN: 

All Glory, Laud and Honor 

https://youtu.be/mVzIr_jDkj0    YouTube 

Refrain: 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to thee, Redeemer, King! 

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
Thou art the King of Israel, 

thou David's royal Son, 
who in the Lord's Name comest, 

the King and Blessed One. Refrain 
 

The company of angels 
are praising thee on high; 

and mortal men and all things 
created make reply. Refrain 

 
The people of the Hebrews 

with palms before thee went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems 

before thee we present. Refrain 
 

To thee before thy passion 
they sang their hymns of praise; 

to thee, now high exalted, 
our melody we raise. Refrain 

 
Thou didst accept their praises; 

accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, 

thou good and gracious King. Refrain 

 

https://youtu.be/mVzIr_jDkj0
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THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS                                 Book of Common Prayer, p. 270 

Celebrant:  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon 
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW 

 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 
"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."  

 
Officiant:  The Lord by with You   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God   
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant:  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of 
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear 
them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal 
life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna in the highest. 

This is where we make the transition from the celebration of Palm Sunday to the Sunday of the Passion 

Celebrant: Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the 
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example 
of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

PSALM 22 1-11  Read together 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
    and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; 
    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; 
    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm, and not human; 
    scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 
    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 
    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
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9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
    you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, 
    and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, 
    for trouble is near 
    and there is no one to help. 

 
 
A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS                         Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not 
answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against 
you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 
him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then 
what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 
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crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let 
him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on 
our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over 
to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on 
him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if 
he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man 
is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it 
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that 
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were 
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keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
 
HOMILY                                    The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor 
 
 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
A LITANY OF HEALING  by The Rev. Adam Thomas 
 
Together we lift our prayers to you, O God of love and healing. 
God the Father, you breathe life into your whole Creation. 
Help us breathe deeply of your peace and presence. 
 
God the Son, you give us yourself to make our joy complete. 
Help us give our fear, pain, and grief to you. 
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God the Holy Spirit, you move through our lives in unexpected ways. 
Help us move in concert with your life-giving motion. 

Holy Trinity, One God, accept our thanks and praise for all the blessings of this life, especially for 
those blessings that our present circumstances make difficult to see. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Shed the light of your healing love on all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, that they may find 
new wholeness illumined by your grace. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Knit together in your love all whose relationships have frayed, that they may find reconciliation and 
new beginnings. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bless all who work to improve the health of others, that they may bring hope, care, wisdom, and skill 
to all they serve. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Hold in the palm of your hand all who are near death and all who care for them, that they may know 
the peace that passes all understanding. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant all who turn to you the courage to participate with you in restoring this broken world to 
wholeness, that everyone and everything may share in the hope of your kingdom. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

At this time, I invite your prayers of thanksgiving or intercession either silently or aloud. (Silence is 
kept.) 

For these and for all other petitions that are too deep for words, we pray to you: 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

You are the Lord whose promises never cease. 
You are the Lord whose presence never fails. 

Gracious God, you are close to us no matter how far we feel from you: draw us into the very heart of 
your grace and help us to live into the truth that nothing in all creation can separate us from your 
love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE                                       Book of Common Prayer p. 99 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the 
night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive 
far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your 
law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having 
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, 
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 A COLLECT FOR THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH                      Book of Common Prayer p. 100 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM                    Book of Common Prayer, p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Officiant:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 
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WERE YOU THERE                     Sung by Lucy Santos Green 

1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh! 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh! 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

3. Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Oh! 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

4. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh! 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 


